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Update on Headacres Farm Acquisition 
We are very excited about the progress towards the Headacres Farm addition to our
Badger Barrens Nature Preserve! Earlier this summer, BHM reached out to partners and
supporters requesting assistance in raising $60,000 towards the purchase. An anonymous
private donor has generously pledged a $20,000 matching gift, and we are very close to
meeting that match!

Within the last couple of weeks, we've received several generous donations, including a
gift of $5,000 from the Ralph E. Taylor Conservation Fund, through the Steuben County
Community Foundation. That puts our current donations at nearly $19,500! Once we
meet our goal towards the matching funds, we will still need to raise $20,000 to complete
the acquisition cost. 

Would you consider helping us meet our goal? 

Donations can be sent to Blue Heron Ministries, Inc., 2955 W. Orland Rd., Angola, IN
46703. Please note “Badger Barrens addition” in the memo line. You can also
contribute online. 
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Thank you!

Summer Fen Sharings - by Nate Simons 
As many of you know, I have been working part
time for the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources Division of Nature Preserves as long
as Blue Heron Ministries has been around. Rich
Dunbar, regional ecologist, offered me a “safety
net” years ago just as Blue Heron Ministries was
forming. I have held onto that net for this many
years, not because I still need it, but because I
have fallen in love with the work I get to do on
the finest of natural areas that Indiana has to
offer. Stewarding the fens and oak woodlands
in northeast Indiana is usually done alone. At
times I wish I had someone with which to share
the experiences…to “ooh and aah” along with
me. So frequently I take a moment to wipe my
sweaty brow and proverbially stop and smell
the roses. I take a picture on my mobile phone
of something that arrests my attention and then
send it along with a brief text description or
question to my two grandsons. 

I thought I would take a moment and pass some images along to you as well. So pretend
you are my 10-year old and 8-year old grandsons who live in the big city hours away.
Receive these images, pretend you are young, and comment appropriately.







Upcoming Events

Paddle on the Pigeon - August 24th at 9:30AM
Paddle the Pigeon River with us! We'll meet at the Trading Post (7525 E 300 N Mongo, IN
46771) and head 4 miles downstream to Nasby Dam. If folks would like, we can stop to
step into some fens that are located along the way. 

You're welcome to bring your own canoe or kayak and put in at the Trading Post. The cost
for parking, shuttle, and put-in/take-out is $25 (+ tax) for a single kayak and $30 (+ tax)
for a canoe/double kayak.

If you do not have your own canoe or kayak, you can rent one from the Trading Post. 2
person canoes are $46 for the trip, 1 person kayaks are $33, and it is $52 for a 2 person
kayak (+ tax). All rentals include life jackets and the return shuttle. We recommend that
you make reservations ahead of time at: https://tradingpostcanoe.com/canoe-kayak-
trips/ or 260-367-2493. 

We'd like to know how large of group to expect, so if you plan to attend, please RSVP
to stuartbheron1@hotmail.com.

September Seed Harvest - September 21st from 12-4PM

We'll to head into the prairie to harvest some of the early species that we normally don't
have the opportunity to gather in October. 

Plan to meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes (2955 W. Orland Rd) at noon and
carpool/caravan to the site(s). We have all the tools and buckets.
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October Seed Collections - October 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th
from 12-4PM
Come, gather with Blue Heron Ministries
friends for the opportunity to fellowship,
visit unique natural communities, learn
about native plants, and enjoy the annual
autumn harvest.Every Saturday in October,
we'll travel to different areas of Steuben
and LaGrange counties to collect native
prairie plant seeds.

The whole family is welcome! Children often
find this to be a fun experience. 

Plan to meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of
the Lakes (2955 W. Orland Rd) at noon and
then carpool/caravan to the site(s). We have all the tools and buckets.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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