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The Plumber’s Curse is No More - By Nate Simons 
You may have heard of the “plumber’s
curse.” It goes something like this: a
plumber’s house is the last one for which a
leaky faucet is fixed. 

The point is that the plumber is so busy
fixing others’ leaks that his own is often
neglected. 

In an attempt to counter that curse, Blue
Heron Ministries has slowly squirreled away
funds to establish endowments that will
perpetually fund the management needs of
our own properties. Monies have been
received from former owners who still care
for the properties, from hunting lease
payments, from Bird-a-thon pledges, and
from generous friends who enjoy these
properties. With the pictured check, our last
fund has been established with the Steuben
County Community Foundation enabling us
to care for each one of our sanctuaries. The
Foundation holds endowment funds for our
small portfolio of preserves: 

LaTierra Sanctuary (38 acres).
Open to the public. The property features a mature beech-maple forest with a pond,
shrub wetlands, maintained walking trails, and a beautiful display of spring
ephemeral wildflowers. Located on CR 1000 E a half mile south of State Road 120 in
Steuben County. 

Tamarack Lake Nature Preserve (80 acres). Closed to the public. This
landlocked piece of beauty features mature tamarack swamp, shrub swamp, wet
prairie, and marsh along the southwest shore of Tamarack Lake in northwest
Steuben County. 

Feick Family Nature Preserve (4.6 acres) and Fred Feick Nature Preserve
(2.5 acres). Closed to the public. Located on Lane 345 in Steuben County, this
shrub swamp oasis literally floats on the waters of busy Lake James. In September,
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the leaves of the staghorn sumac, poison sumac, pale dogwood and red-osier
dogwood, as well as, the fruit of swamp rose, winterberry, and nannyberry are
ablaze with red. 

Badger Barrens (14.5 acres). Open to the public. A maintained walking trail loops
through a restored dry sand barrens and overlooks Mirror Lake. The wild blue lupine
display in late spring is a site to behold! The property is also home to Indiana’s
largest population of the state- endangered pale vetchling peavine. Located on Lane
100, Lake Anne, Steuben County. 

If you are looking for a way to have your monies work well beyond your lifetime, consider
adding to one or more of the endowment funds held for us by the Steuben County
Community Foundation for the perpetual care of the lands entrusted to us. Checks can be
made out directly to the Foundation and ear-marked for your favorite sanctuary. Your
contributions are tax-deductible.

Welcome Renee Bentz! 
Blue Heron Ministries recently hired Renee Bentz
to a part time position in land management. She
has a degree in Creative Arts from the University
of St. Francis and a graduate of DeKalb High
School. 

Renee comes to us with experience from Allen
County Parks and the city of New Haven
Department of Parks and Recreation. In her first
week on the job, she jumped right in… literally into
a wetland fen in the treatment of Phragmites. She
also worked on cattails and when the weather did
not allow for herbicide treatment, she strapped a
bucket to her belt and collected seeds for winter
distribution on BHM projects. As fall sets in, Renee
will apply her contagious enthusiasm for work and
for learning while spraying herbicide on reed
canary grass and invasive brush species. 

It is good to have Renee on board!

Our Public Face - By Nate Simons 
As you may have read last month, we acquired a bit of property just west of our office 
with the help of some individual investors and a gift from the Presbyterian Chapel 
of the Lakes. We have gained possession and have keys to the garage. Knowing that our
equipment is secured giving us some peace of mind. 

We also look forward to working on our own little property to restore a little bit of prairie
as a public face for our ministry. We are already looking ahead and hope that after some
herbicide applications, our 2018 volunteer prairie planting party will take place here. 

We requested some assistance from our friends to help us finish paying for the property,
reimbursing investors, and drilling a well. Some “thanks” are in order as a few friends
have responded. 

Marilyn Clevenger 
Fred Duschl 
Mary Durand 
Mr/Mrs Anonymous 

We would again like to invite friends of Blue Heron Ministries to financially assist us in
finishing the financial deal. Here is what we need: 



$5,000 for a new well. 
$2,000 for interest on investors’
promissory notes. 
$15,000 for remaining balance on the
property. 

We have approximately one year (June
2018) to raise the above-mentioned funds.
Please consider helping us secure this
opportunity to showcase in a very public
way what Blue Heron Ministries affirms…the
restoration of the prairie-oak ecosystem
continuum as a witness to the glory of our
Lord in his creation. 

Of course, contributions to this effort are
tax-deductible. Make checks out to and
send to Blue Heron Minisitries, 2955 W.
Orland Rd., Angola, IN 46703. Please
indicate “land purchase” on the memo line. 

Thank you!

Saturday Seed Collection in September 
For some of the volunteers of Blue Heron
Ministries, October brings one of their
favorite projects, getting into the prairie to
harvest seeds from native plants.
Traditionally, every Saturday in October is
reserved for gathering together and heading
into any number of prairies in Steuben and
LaGrange counties for the harvest.  

This year, we decided to bump our first
collection up a few weeks, into mid-
September, to catch a few species that we
often aren't able to get in October. 
Over the course of the day, 11 volunteers
set out to gather Butterfly milkweed,
Whorled milkweed, False Boneset, Prairie
Dock, and a few others. There is something
satisfying about spending the day gathering
seeds that will be used to enhance an
existing prairie or start a new one. It's also
a fun time to catch-up with friends that you
haven't seen since last year. 

If you weren't able to join us a few weeks
ago, consider gathering with us at one of

upcoming collections in October. Check out the Upcoming Events section for details.

It’s Phragmites Time - By Fred Wooley   
It’s September. We now see pumpkins at roadside stands, orchards step up picking
apples and pressing cider, Virginia creeper starts to turn red-maroon racing up tree
trunks, walnut leaves and white pine needles begin to yellow, asters begin to bloom blue
in shorter days… and Blue Heron Ministries turns our attention to Phragmites. 



Phagmites australis is the scientific name of a plant commonly called common reed grass.
Adventive from Europe, Phragmites is a perennial grass with cane-like stems, 
and can reach nearly 15-20 feet tall in optimum
conditions. They have long leaves that often
protrude perpendicular to the stem. Their flower
head is a big plume-like, feather cluster at stem
tips. Each species of invasive plants has its time of
year most conducive for treatment. We cut and
treat invasive shrubs and woody plants in the
winter. We pull garlic mustard in spring. Come
July, we are on to purple loosestrife. August it’s
the dastardly narrow-leaved and hybrid cattails,
and now in September, it’s Phragmites. We choose
the best times, based on plant maturity,
vulnerability for herbicide effectiveness, time of
setting seed, and other factors. 

There is a native Phragmites too (P. australis
subspecies americanus), not as problematic, and
is distinguished by a thinner, less robust flower
head. There are also subtle differences on the
stem, near leaf connections, that help distinguish
the two. 
The alien phrag (an abbreviation of sorts resource
managers commonly use) forms dense stands in very wet landscapes. You see them in
wetlands and along roadside ditches where water often stands. They aggressively invade
these locations and once established can become a dense monoculture of tall weeds,
crowding out native species and become nearly impenetrable for wildlife. 

Controlling it requires herbicide applied by one of a few methods. Most commonly, it 
is applied using a backpack sprayer. We are cautious to use only the chemicals 
approved over aquatic systems and in proper amounts. If the area is sparsely 
populated with phrag and has many sensitive non-target plants below them, the 

method of choice
might be the “glove
of death.” A latex
glove is covered with
a cotton glove, which
is then squirted with
the herbicide that is
then transferred to
the plant with a
stroke of the hand. 

Treating phrag is one
of the more difficult
BHM tasks. Areas
where Phragmites
grows are wet, often
standing water, and
often wetland bogs
or fens where footing
is tricky. Some sites

are floating mats, where one misstep sends you sinking through the mat into deeper
water and muck below. For a couple of sites, we have employed kayaks to attack the
plant from deeper water, along streams, or out in lakes. For one site, we used the kayaks
as 
transportation to shuttle chemicals and us out to a floating phrag “island” where we got
out and worked gingerly. 



It’s very satisfying to
return to areas that
have been treated
with herbicide in past
years to see the tall,
hollow, tan-brown,
canes of killed phrag.
It’s quite impressive
to see this success of
previous years. We
seek out stragglers
still hanging on and
work further into the
very thick and dense
stands. Patience and
continued efforts
may take a few
years for near total
control and then
years of general
maintenance following.

Seeing September Red - By Fred Wooley
Blue Heron Ministries’ colleague, Benjamin Aberle
and I were talking once about our favorite seasons
of the year. Everyone has one (or more!). I
mentioned how mine are those seasons between
the seasons. It is those times of year where you
see signs of the next season and anticipate what’s
to come. 

Such is September. The month belongs to two 
seasons.
There are

still very warm, if not hot, days where humidity is
sticky and the sun beats with the seriousness
of summer hanging on. Other days take on a chill
and possibly late in the month, a predicted frost
has us scurrying to find old sheets and drop cloths
to cover up the last of tomato plants. 

We note fall
colors not
only in the leaves of 
trees, grasses and forbs, but also in fruit. With no
nod to anger, we are literally seeing red. 
Some of the red becomes the final color of that 
species’ fruit. Think spicebush, winterberry, 
cranberry, 
flowering
dogwood and
rose hips.
Other reds

are one stop in the journey to dark blue, purple, or
black. Elderberry, nannyberry, black cherry,
pokeberry to name a few, spend a little time in the
red spectrum before continuing on to maturity and
darker colors. 



Do you have a favorite?... The summer to fall time is the perfect time to get outside and
take in the coming and changing of colors. 

Don’t forget your camera.

Then and Now… - By Fred Wooley
It’s a treat to work for Blue Heron Ministries and be in these wonderful natural areas
while working to restore and maintain them. First of all, we experience nature at each
site. We see the common and the rare in plants and animals and all the nuances of them
reacting to each other and to the weather and changing seasons. 

We get to see the
progress of our
work, from season to
season, year to year.
Doing this work has
its immediate
rewards for sure. We
enter a wooded
hillside choked with
autumn olive and
bush honeysuckle,
work, and walk away
with the plants down
and stumps treated.
A forest carpeted
with garlic mustard
is worked and we
soon see a pile of
pulled plants and a clean forest floor. It’s like cleaning your garage or your child’s room.
The rewards are immediate. 

Other progress and results are like raising a child. You do the work and hope they turn
out good! It’s the same in resource management! Last week we saw the fine results of 
some work we did at LaGrange County’s Dallas Lake County Park. We were there to 

spray Phragmites,
but had to stop to
check out some trees
we planted two years
ago in an oak
savannah prairie
restoration project.
To our delight the
trees are doing
great! LaGrange
County Parks
Department is doing
their usual great job
in mowing the prairie
in a timely fashion
and fencing,
watering, and caring
for the planted
trees. 

Here are some
photos from the project in 2015 and now in 2017. We planted trees, several species of
oaks and some hazelnut shrubs. They were in pot containers ranging from three to fifteen
gallons in size. Our kids are growing!



Upcoming Events

Wednesday Seed Collections
In addition to our regularly scheduled Saturday seed collection opportunities, part-time
employee Brett Bloom will be collecting every Wednesday and could use some company. 

If you wish to venture out with him, meet us at the office (2955 W. Orland Rd.) at
9:30AM for the day's assignments. Directions, buckets, bags, and knives provided. Wear
clothing for dry or damp conditions, firm or wobbly footing, and a belt.

 Bring a traveling lunch if you can work the entire day. Part days work, too!

October Seed Harvests - October 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th
from 10AM-4PM
Every Saturday in October, we
travel to different areas of
Steuben and LaGrange counties
to collect native prairie plant
seeds. 

Come, gather with Blue Heron
Ministries friends for the
opportunity to fellowship, visit
unique natural communities,
learn about native plants, and
enjoy the autumn harvest. The
whole family is welcome!
Children often find this to be a
fun experience. 

We'll meet at the Presbyterian
Chapel of the Lakes (2955 W. Orland Rd) at 10AM and carpool to the site(s). We have all
the tools and buckets, just bring your lunch.

Thanksgiving Brunch - November 18th at 9AM
How can it be this time of year, already?! 

We are preparing to give thanks for the many
blessings of Blue Heron Ministries. Our 
annual Thanksgiving breakfast will be Saturday,
November 18th at 9AM, and we will join
in fellowship at the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes (2955 W. Orland Rd). 

We ask that you bring a breakfast/brunch dish to
share. Drinks and table service will be provided.
Please let us know if you and your family can join
us. 

I’m thankful for all of you every time I pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I’m glad
because of the way you have been my partners in the ministry of the gospel from the
time you first believed it until now. I’m sure about this: the one who started a good work
in you will stay with you to complete the job by the day of Christ Jesus.  Philippians 1:4-6
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The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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