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A Field of Flowers - by Nate Simons 
I love weddings! And outdoor weddings in Indiana that can be pulled off without a
weather hitch are especially nice. So it was a beautiful thing when a small group of folks
gathered on a pleasant, sunny May 18 at Blue Heron Ministries’ Badger Barrens Sanctuary
to participate in and witness the marriage ceremony of Eric and Andrea Baus. Planned
months in advance to coincide with the blooming of the wild blue lupine there, it was no
coincidence that three related stories were unfolded, proclaimed, and experienced. 

Wedding celebrations tell a story. The field of flowers in which we celebrated the 
marriage of Eric and
Andrea tells a story. The
place for the celebration
of marriage was chosen
for its restored beauty.
And both the place and
the event reflected the
Story that God our
Father, the Creator of
the heavens and the
earth is telling. 

And this is the Story in
which we find ourselves.
The Story that our
Father is telling is an
epic love story. God is
crazy in love with all of
his creation…including
us! He always has and
always will. 

The Story can be told and pictured in four movements. Imagine two rings (we used two
hula hoops). One ring represents God’s space or “heaven.” The other represents the
space He made for us…our space or “earth.” The two circles are related to each other
spatially as the story is revealed. 

Movement 1. Creation. The fairytale-like story (or maybe it is that all fairy tales take their
cues from our Father’s Story) begins with these words: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.” Or “Once upon a time...” And after he made it all and
made us, he looked and saw that it was “very good!” And God walked with the first Man
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and Woman in the garden in the cool of the evening. And so it seemed to be a normal
part of their day. Everything was good and beautiful and true. Everything was right and in
right relationship. God’s space and our space completely overlapped. The two circles
seemed to be one.

Movement 2. Fall. Part way through the story, something went wrong. We mistrusted 
the story that God was telling. We believed a lie. We doubted his never-ending love for 
us. We rebelled and chose to create our own story. We and the rest of creation suffered
immensely because of our rebellion and mistrust. And our space and God’s space were
separated. 

Movement 3. Rescue. But our Lover did not give up on us or his good, but tarnished 
creation. He pursued us, gently caught us, and invited us back into His story, and 

brought us back into the
story through His son
Jesus. Our space and
God’s space were
reconnected…intertwined.
And in this current
moment in time, the two
circles are drawing close
to each other. This is
where we can find
ourselves.

Movement 4. Restoration. And one day God will completely restore us and this earth.
“And I [John the Revelator] saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven like a bride dressed for her husband. I heard a loud shout from the throne,
saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will
be his people. God himself will be with them.” The Revelator goes on to include visions of
this city-garden replete with rivers and trees…fruitful and full of life. And God’s space and
our space will completely overlap again. The two will be one. “And they lived happily ever
after!” as the fairy tale pronounces. Marriage is meant to be like that. 

The field of flowers in which we gathered tells the same story. 

For hundreds or thousands of years, the space we now call Badger Barrens was a lovely
garden, albeit a sandy one. It was filled with scattered black oaks and wild blue lupine…a
home for myriad creatures. 

A few decades ago, the space was cleared of its vegetation and made into a field ready
for agricultural crops. All the old relationships were broken. When Blue Heron Ministries
saw the field in the early 2000’s, the field was not producing good soybeans. The field
was not very fruitful. It was practically barren. In fact 2006 was the year the farmer did
not harvest a crop. 

We purchased the field in 2006 and rescued it from its barrenness. 

Blue Heron Ministries’ volunteers and staff (including Barb and Gary Baus, the parents 
of the groom) began the restoration process. Prairie grass and wildflower seeds were
gathered from other sandy oak barrens remnants in the area. The field was readied to
receive the seed. We sowed seed, including lots of wild blue lupine, on a wintery Saturday
in December 2008. And the field is on its way toward restoration. Relationships are being
made right again. The sandy earth is full of life and beauty and goodness. 

Do you see the connection between God’s epic love story, Badger Barrens, and marriage?
Every good story tells our Father’s story. 

Maltbie Babcock was a pastor who lived in Lockport, New York in the late 1800’s. He was
a writer and poet and enjoyed being inspired when on walks in what he referred to as
“my Father’s world.” He penned a 16-stanza poem that would, after his death, be set to



music and is still by
followers of Jesus to this
day. Here are three that
also tell the story:

This is my Father’s
world. He shines in
all that’s fair. In the
rustling grass, I
hear him pass. He
speaks to me
everywhere. 

This is my Father’s
world. O let me
ne’er forget. That
tho the wrong
seems oft’ so
strong, God is the
ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world. The battle is not done. Jesus who died shall be satisfied,
And earth and heaven be one. 

Oh, let it be so! Come, Lord Jesus.

Discoveries - by Fred Wooley
One of the side benefits, well okay, the best benefit, of working on Blue Heron Ministries
projects is being outside. While working we enjoy the natural areas, sometimes the best
of best quality natural areas. Even in lesser quality areas, just being out and being aware
of the multitude of possible natural discoveries is awesome. 

Last week I spent several days working alone at the wonderful Clear Lake Township Land
Conservancy Brennan Woods. Much work has been done there in recent years to restore
a wetland fen, oak upland, and most recently an open oak prairie continuum. 

My task was to search and remove the highly invasive garlic mustard. Many of you 
have helped on this
task, some at Brennan
Woods, others in
different natural areas,
maybe near your home.
The work is a lot of
bending and picking, and
disposing of the plant.
Even in a beautiful
natural area the task can
be so routine and
repetitive, your mind
can wander. Then all of
a sudden you come upon
a new plant, or animal
or some natural
phenomenon, and
“boom” you stop in your
tracks. 

At Brennan Woods this beautiful May day, as I was bending and pulling, I found my face
next to a cone-shaped cluster of flowers at the end of a branch. I recognized the flower



type immediately as an elderberry. It was not the common elderberry though. That has a
flat panicle of flowers and blooms much later in summer. This was the red 
elderberry. It is so named because the berries are bright red later in summer, not the
deep purple of common elderberry. I remember seeing this plant in only a few natural
areas, it not being as common as the appropriately named common elderberry. I found
two bushes that day, one in a lowland, where it is to be expected, the other near the top
of a dry ridge. I was surprised to find the plant and surprised to see the one in the dry
site it was. 

Later while working near that wooded wetland with scattered shrubs, I hear a loud,
sharp, steady “Tsweet – Tsweet – Tsweet – Tsweet – Tsweet" call of a bird. It first 
entered my subconscious while doing the focused task of pulling this weed, and then I 

realized I was hearing
something special. Could
it be?... a prothonotary
warbler?! Yes, it was! It
called several times. 

I stood motionless near
the swamp edge and
made a “pishing” sound
birders do to bring in
curious birds for a closer
view. Sure enough, in
popped the beautiful
golden yellow bird with
darker gray-green wings
and a jet black eye.
Beautiful! It is not
common at all. The
closest nesting

prothonotaries I know are at Chain O’ Lakes State Park. They likely nest at the Pigeon
River Fish and Wildlife Area and other similar habitats. For me though, this was quite the
discovery. I’ll look forward to future visits to see if it indeed is nesting.

Butterfly Monitoring Program Update 2019 - by John
Brittenham
This year marks the fourth year that Blue Heron Ministries has partnered with the
Michigan Butterfly Network and Thrivent Financial to train citizen science volunteers to
monitor butterflies in northern Indiana. The idea for the partnership was born in 2015
after several volunteers from Blue Heron Ministries attended training classes offered by
the Michigan Butterfly Network at the Kalamazoo Nature Center to learn how to monitor
butterflies. The intent was to begin a butterfly monitoring program at Duff Lake Fen,
which had recently been acquired by LaGrange County Parks. Blue Heron Ministries was
hired to conducted a large ecological restoration project on the site. Monitoring of
vegetation and ground water was planned as a way to record what changes took place as
the property was restored, but there was also interest in using animals to demonstrate
these effects. After some research, butterflies surfaced as the best animal assemblage to
use as a bioindicator showing the effects of the restoration process. From this training,
three butterfly monitoring routes were created. Two of the routes were on the trails of
Pine Knob Park and one route was created on the grounds of the Duff Lake Fen
restoration site. After the monitoring season was concluded, the Michigan Butterfly
Network reached out to ask if Blue Heron Ministries was interested in becoming a regional
hub for the program and so began Blue Heron Ministries efforts to train others in Indiana
to monitor butterfly populations. 

Over the past four years, Blue Heron Ministries has taught over 114 people how to
monitor butterflies in our area. This has resulted in 14 ongoing butterfly monitoring
routes in five counties in northeast Indiana. Saturday, May 18th marked the culmination



of the 2019 training
classes with a butterfly
hike at Robb Hidden
Canyon in Hamilton. A
group of 18 butterfly
enthusiasts walked
through the trails of
Robb Hidden Canyon
looking for butterflies
and learning the
standardized method of
butterfly monitoring
used by the Michigan
Butterfly Network. It
was a beautiful, sunny,
and warm day and many
butterflies were
encountered, though
most didn’t stay around
long enough for proper
identification. In the
past four years, butterfly monitoring has given a brief but increasingly detailed picture of
butterfly populations in our area. For instance, the butterfly routes being monitored
suggest that butterfly populations can vary greatly from one year to the next. A common
butterfly one year may become much less common the next year and visa versa. Also,
the data collected for Monarch butterflies in our area roughly matches the continental
data for the Eastern Monarch butterfly showing a decrease in Monarch populations for
three years and then a high rebound last year. As data continues to be collected, long
term trends for specific sites and for the overall area can begin to be deciphered. 

On a final note, for anyone interested in learning the butterflies in our area, here is a
head start. Over the past four years, the top 15 most common butterflies are as follows.
Learn these 15 and you’ll be well on your way to learning the majority of butterflies you
will encounter in our area. The following butterflies are ranked from most to least
encountered during butterfly monitoring. 

1. Cabbage White 
2. Pearl Crescent 
3. Spring/Summer Azure 
4. Monarch 
5. Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 
6. Silver-spotted Skipper 
7. Orange Sulphur 
8. Clouded Sulphur 
9. Red Admiral 
10. Viceroy 
11. Red-spotted Purple 
12. Eastern Tailed Blue 
13. Great Spangled Fritillary 
14. Little Wood-Satyr 
15. Northern Pearly-eye

Community - by Fred Wooley
I recently made a trip to central Wisconsin with some colleagues, all park interpreters, all
naturalists, and all followers of Aldo Leopold. Leopold lived from 1887 to 1948 and is
thought by many to be the father of modern wildlife biology. The bulk of his work
was completed while at the University of Wisconsin. A focal point and inspiration for
his thinking and philosophy was an abandoned farm, a weekend family retreat, northeast
of Madison, Wisconsin. Leopold lovingly and patiently restored the land that had seen
years of abuse. On the farm was an old chicken coop. This was refurbished into a cabin,



affectionately referred to
as “the shack.” From this
site, Leopold spent time
hunting, exploring,
observing, and honing
his thinking on
conservation, ecology,
resource management,
and land ethics. It all
culminated in his classic
book, A Sand County
Almanac. 

Leopold had a keen
sense about nature, how
it was all interconnected,
and put into words these
thoughts in near poetic
prose. A Sand County
Almanac is
acknowledged by many in the field as the seminal work on both nature writing and
inspiration for what we do, caring for the land and sharing the love of land with others. 

On this trip to the Badger State, we first went to the University of Wisconsin library to
view a temporary exhibit on Leopold. Fifteen large display cases with memorabilia,
journals, notes, photos, manuscripts, letters, and artifacts captured the life and career of
Leopold. Later we visited the Leopold Legacy Center, a complex of buildings offering
interpretive exhibits, a conference center, and offices of the Aldo Leopold Foundation. No
trip to the area is complete without a visit to “the shack.” It can be toured during
scheduled programs, but was not open the day we visited. No matter, the property was
open and we could walk the trails and sit at the same iconic benches outside the shack
where Leopold sat, observed, thought, and recorded. We’ve been several times and each
time come away more inspired. 

On the way up and back, over the van sound system, we played the audio book A Sand
County Almanac. It includes just the almanac portion, the months of the year with his
observations and what he concluded by them. We listen in quiet and from my back seat
position, enjoyed the other three’s reaction to the narration, shaking their heads in
agreement and admiration with various passages. Yeah, we’re disciples of Leopold! 

Through the book, the
exhibits, and visits, I
come back to his one
thought of thinking of
land as community. He
writes: “We abuse land
because we regard it as
a commodity belonging
to us. When we see land
as a community to which
we belong, we may
begin to use it with love
and respect. …. That
land is a community is
the basic concept of
ecology, but that land is
to be loved and
respected is an

extension of ethics. That land yields a cultural harvest is a fact long known, but latterly
often forgotten.”



When back in Indiana and working in a natural area with Blue Heron Ministries, I often
think of Leopold’s words and how they relate to our BHM work of restoring natural
communities. Our tools now over 50 years later are more advanced and the practices
have changed some, but remaining is the basic concepts of communities, connections,
and caring for them. 

I see it in our BHM mission statement: “to build communities where creation is kept and
to keep creation so that community may be restored.” On a BHM project we work to
restore natural areas to support the original biotic communities that resided there. Where
possible we reintroduce the plant species on which the community can build. 

Leopold understood that purpose and I think would approve mightily of our work.

Upcoming Events

Blue Heron Ministries - Past, Present, Future - Thursday
June 6th at 6:30 PM
What:  An informal get-together for ALL friends of Blue Heron Ministries 

Purpose:  Revisit the Past, Participate in the Present, Invest in the Future  

Join us for this informal opportunity to learn more about Blue Heron Ministries
beginnings.  We want to encourage attendance by ALL current Friends of Blue Heron
Ministries and welcome new friends who may be interested in land
conservation, preservation, and restoration.  This is a great time for old friends to
get reacquainted and revisit those early days, too.  

Understand the current status of Blue Heron Ministries in the conservation
community.  Learn about the land we own and the land we protect and restore. 
Meet the Blue Crew and learn of their work.  Understand the goal of land acquisition
and share ideas for fund raising so that we might be able to own the land and why
that is important. 

Help us plan events and activities of interest to you, your families, and friends. 

Learn of our hopes and dreams for the future.  Assist in developing a (fast-forward)
picture of and share your vision for where Blue Heron Ministries could be in five
years. 

Where: Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes, 2955 W. Orland Rd. Angola, IN  

When: Thursday evening, June 6 at 6:30. Light refreshments and desserts will be
served. 

Please R.S.V.P. so that we know how many places to set. Phone or text: 260/316-
2498. E-mail stuartbheron1@hotmail.com.

Help Us Recover the Lost Rattlesnake Master! -
Saturday, June 15th at 1 PM
Rattlesnake Master (Eryngium yuccifolium), last seen in the 1990’s by IDNR Div. of
Nature Preserves’ botanist, Mike Homoya, has disappeared from its former LaGrange
County home A little prairie savanna located within property owned by Pigeon River Fish
and Wildlife Area once was graced by the presence of this unusual-looking prairie plant.
Shade, in the form of the exotic invasive Autumn Olive has eliminated the prairie native.
We hope that the seed and/or dormant plant propogules is still in the soil awaiting space
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and sunlight for release. The slow work of
removing Autumn Olive began a few years ago. 

Join us as we learn about the threat of Autumn
Olive to our native plant communities and as we
wield brushcutters and herbicide-filled daubers to
do battle against the foe. Bring loppers and dress
appropriately. 

We'll meet at the Chapel (2955 W. Orland Rd.
Angola, IN 46703) at 1PM and carpool/caravan to
the site.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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