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Harmony in Creation - by T. M. Moore
The harmony of creation resonates with the harmony in our souls. 

Creation is Good (4) 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
Let the sea roar, and all its fullness; 
Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it. 
Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice before the LORD. Psalm 96.11, 12 

All nature sings 
The Greek philosopher Pythagoras (570-500 BC) expressed the idea that the cosmos is
filled with music, music so sublime as to be inaudible to the human ear. The “music of the
spheres,” as he referred to it, captured what Pythagoras, that quintessential
mathematician, and the discoverer of musical intervals, regarded as the harmony that
exists everywhere throughout creation. 

He was only echoing what the psalmist understood and celebrated as well. 

Hymnist Maltbie Davenport Babcock (d. 1901) lay hold on Pythagoras’ idea to express the
Biblical view that the creation everywhere refracts in glorious harmonies the divine
presence and glory in his hymn, This Is My Father’s World: 

This is my Father’s world, 
And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world: 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought. 

Biblical revelation, pagan philosophy, scientific observation, mathematical reflection, and
simple common sense lead to the same conclusion: Harmony exists throughout the
creation, and harmony is a good thing. 

Ecosystems 
The harmony of creation is perhaps most readily observable in the various ecosystems of
the earth. An ecosystem is defined as “a biological community of interacting organisms
and their physical environment” (Oxford English Dictionary). Ecosystems are many and
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varied, including deserts, coral reefs, the frozen tundra, and your nearest local pond or
woods. In an ecosystem, the various life forms interact with one another and their natural
environment, enhancing and contributing to one another to create a vibrant community,
replete with beauty and flourishing with resources of various kinds. 

That ecosystems are good and necessary has become common knowledge in our day, and
many organizations exist to promote the care of ecosystems and their life forms. One
important effort in the mode of Rev. Babcock is the work of Nate Simons and Blue Heron
Ministries in Angola, Indiana. 

Nate and his staff and teams of volunteers are dedicated to serving the Lord and their
local communities by working to ensure that the various ecosystems in their area remain
healthy and are able to thrive. They undertake various efforts throughout the year to
clean-up the environment, conduct controlled burns to reduce pests and invasive species,
catalog and inventory local flora and fauna, replant native flora, and educate themselves
and their neighbors on properly appreciating and caring for the Lord’s creation. Blue
Heron’s stated purpose is to “build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.” 

In other words, to learn, observe, enjoy, and maintain the harmony God has built into His
creation. 

Bearing witness to God’s harmony 
Human beings are made in the image of God, and God exists in harmony within Himself.
There is thus a notion or sense of harmony in the soul of every human being, and that
notion of harmony resonates with the harmony of creation. The harmony in our souls is
troubled when the harmony of creation is in jeopardy, and we are moved to take action to
restore the harmony in creation and with it, the harmony in our souls. 

Here in the Champlain Valley, Vermont, much concern is being expressed for the overall
health of the ecosystems around and within Lake Champlain, or as the native Abenaki call
it, Bitawbagok (“Lake in the Middle”). Everyone recognizes the importance of maintaining
the harmony of all components of this system, and where damage or depletion is evident,
various groups collaborate to redress the imbalance and restore the harmony inherent in
Bitawbagok’s creation song. 

Harmony exists when all the components of an ecosystem are mutually enhancing and
edifying. Think of the yard or garden of your home. Here is an excellent opportunity for
Christians to strike a chord of harmony in the human soul by making our yards and
gardens as harmonious as we can, keeping our grass neatly trimmed, our bushes pruned,
leaves raked, beds weeded, and gardens well-groomed. God assigned Adam and Eve the
task of maintaining the good harmony of the garden in Eden, because He understood the
importance of harmony for the health, not only of creation, but of the human soul. 

By studying and understanding the way creation sings its harmonies of praise to God, we
can participate in this aspect of goodness, exercising dominion wherever we can in God’s
creation, so that the goodness of the Lord comes to light in the land of the living.

To subscribe to T.M.’s thrice-weekly meditations go to
https://www.ailbe.org/columns/crosfigell and click “subscribe.”

A Prairie Cycle - by Nate Simons
The first nights with temperatures above freezing occurred this week. The long-
awaited sounds of chorus frogs and spring peepers finally greeted me on my
predictable pattern of pre-dawn race walking. Rain had fallen overnight instead of snow.
And the familiar and pungent aroma of rain-soaked ash filled my nostrils as I breezed by
the recently burned prairie fields of Cedar Swamp Wetland Conservation Area. I love that
smell. It is the promise of renewal. 
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The prairie-oak ecosystems that comprise
(or once were common) the landscape of
Lakes Country in northeast Indiana are
accustomed to a cycle that can be
illustrated with color. But it is difficult to
determine where the cycle begins or with
which color to start.

Green is the
prominent color of
all growing
vegetation. The
marshes, fens,
sedge meadows,
prairies, oak
barrens, and oak
woodlands are lush
and verdant during

the growing season. And the landscape’s
green crown is accented and embellished and beset with jewels…flowers of white, yellow,
red, orange, purple, and blue.

As the daylight shortens and temperatures cool, the landscape responds. Chlorophyll
disappears. Leaves senesce and plants 
turn dormant. Energy is stored in the roots of plants and the 

tops turn shades of amber and gold.

In a matter of minutes sometimes, the tan landscape is quickly
consumed by the racing and licking tongues of orange flames.

And then all is black and ashen. 

And from the rain-soaked ash emerges the new shoots and 
leaves of grasses, sedges, and wildflowers. All is green and all 
is well. 

And I am reminded how the Lord of all the Earth is present and
active and taking care of His creation. I am reminded of His plan
to rescue and restore His good creation. I am reminded that He
did so and plans to do so through Jesus. I am reminded of this
promise of return and renewal.

“For he must remain in heaven until the time for the final
restoration of all things, as God promised long ago through his 
holy prophets.” (Acts 3:21)

Oh! and here is one of those prophets speaking: 

“He has sent me to tell those who mourn that the Lord’s favor has
come and with it…he will give a crown of beauty for ashes, a
joyous blessing instead of mourning…they will be like great oaks
that the Lord has planted for his glory” (Isaiah 61:2 and 3, in
part)

Duff Lake Fen Addition Gets Planted! - by Fred Wooley 
This late winter and very early spring has proven to be great weather for getting out and
planting seed we collected last year. We chronicled the multi-step process in the last
issue of Rustling Grass, the collecting and drying of seeds, the cleaning of seeds, the
mixing of seeds with an oats carrier, and then spreading of seeds onto areas to be
restored. 



That final process of planting
was conducted earlier this
month at one of our major
projects, the Duff Lake addition
at Pine Knob County Park in
LaGrange County. With the final
sowing of seeds, Blue Heron
Ministries completed the tasks
set forth under a Sustain Our
Great Lakes grant administered
by the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation. 

While the weather might not
have been conducive to outdoor
activities for those seeking
warm and comfort following a
long winter, it was very
conducive to have fresh seed in
the soil. Most of the seeds we put down, the native plant seeds, need what plant
propagators call a “cold stratification” process to enhance germination. Basically, it is a
period of dormancy in a cold, damp setting, before warmth comes and hopeful
germination occurs. The diurnal fluctuation in air and soil temperatures (daily freeze and
thaw) helps settle the seed into the soil at the correct depth for germination and helps
break down the seed coats readying the kernel for germination. 

We home gardeners of native
plants simulate the process by
putting collected seeds in damp
sand, sealed in plastic bags, and
stored for a couple of months in
a refrigerator. This is sometimes
done to the chagrin of a spouse
or partner, who looks at the
fridge as a space where crisper
drawers should only be
occupied by vegetables and
produce, not bags of damp sand
and seed! 
It’s a process that occurs in the
wild with the weather. Our
holding of seed indoors before
finally spreading them outside,

is somewhat artificial to what they get in the wild. This year, the scattered seeds lay
quietly on the Earth’s surface and are enjoying ideal conditions of mostly cold and
periodic moisture. It’s the covering and melting of snow, freezing and heaving of ground
that draws those seeds within the earth, away from foraging mice and birds, and provides
the conditions for germinations when the warm spring days of more sun arrive. 

In early March, the Blue Crew spent several days at the Duff Lake addition to LaGrange
County’s Pine Knob Park, broadcasting seeds with hand crank spreaders and larger units
attached to ATVs. A total of 41 bags of wild-collected seeds were spread in three different
ecosystems, wet prairie (14 bags), dry prairie, (18 bags), and oak woodlands (9 bags).
This month’s seed casting was actually the second round of seed dispersal. The Blue Crew
covered the same areas with seed last year. The idea for two successive seed sowings
was that the species, quantity, and quality of wild-collected seed vary each year. Sowing
seed two years in a row helps ensure adequate coverage and diversity.

Those of you at home, with a hot coffee or tea, looking out the window into a cold, damp,
dreary March day possibly gave no thought to the perfect conditions that the Blue Crew
had hoped would greet us and then stay on for a few weeks to give this next process of
native landscape restoration a running start this growing season.



Spreading Love - by Nate Simons 
Judah, one of my grandsons, turned seven years old in early March. As a way of blessing
her kids, Natalie likes to write a blogpost about each of our grandkids on their respective
birthdays. So on Judah’s day, she posted eight captioned, chronological pictures and this
prayer:

“Our prayer this year is that Judah
would continue to use his God-given
strengths of story, relationships, and
emotion to further the Kingdom. He is
always pointing out how bits of stories
fit back into and relate to God's big
story.”

After reading the post, I sent a text to
Natalie’s phone intended for the
birthday boy: 

“Good morning, Judah! I read that you
like to figure out how bits of stories fit
back into God’s big story. I do, too. So
Blue Heron Ministries is in our
prescribed fire season currently. How
does the use of fire on the landscape
relate to or fit into God’s story?” 

An hour later, his response appeared
on my phone. His words, full of
maturity for a new seven year old,
surprised me and made me proud: 

“Fire is spreading. So it’s like His love keeps spreading.” [Smiley emoticon]

Burn Baby, Burn! - by Fred Wooley 
The use of fire is now a common tool resource managers use to restore not only prairie
and grasslands, but also wetlands and oak woodlands. Science has studied and 
documented the ecological benefits of returning fire to the landscape. We say “return” as
fire was once a common occurrence, not yearly to every ecosystem, but regular enough
that the native landscapes both adapted to and eventually counted on it to survive. 



Native Americans knowingly and
likely accidentally set fire to the
landscapes. The people and the
land evolved together, as did
the use and presence of fire.
Enter European settlers and
suddenly after hundreds of
years of fire on the landscape, a
new practice of fire suppression
became the norm. Ecosystems
changed and that process was
accelerated by the addition of
non-native plants. 

Restoring native landscapes is

at the heart of Blue Heron
Ministries. We work to 
remove the invasive non-native
plants and reintroduce fire to
the land. That reintroduction
alone helps control some non-
natives and woody plants that
are not fire tolerant. Fire also
removes choking duff and leaf
mats, releases nutrients to
earth, warms the earth,
facilitates germination, and
provides space for native
species to thrive. 

A drive along country roads
shows that late winter, early
spring is the prime time for fire.

Some are accidental, a spark from equipment or passing train, or a carelessly tossed
cigarette or cigar butt. Some are intentional. It’s been a longstanding tradition for some
landowners to burn fence rows and ditches to “clean them up.” It is certainly easier to see
and pick out the accumulated trash. 

Fire is a management tool Blue
Heron Ministries takes seriously.
Laying fire to the 
ground is a science and an art.
Knowing how to start and
importantly how to stop a fire
are critical. Much training
beforehand and constant
attention to details is paid
during the process. Blue Heron
burns on properties we both
own and manage. Due to the
complexity of conducting fires,
many agencies and landowners
contract with us to do so. It is a
requirement for some
landowners who have land in a
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) to use fire to manage
their properties. County and state park systems have come a long way from just fencing
and walking away from a natural area to now striving to restore the areas, using fire as
one tool.



Even homeowners with what might be considered a postage stamp natural area
compared to hundreds of acres of a Fish and Wildlife Area, use fire as a tool in exactly the
same way. The Blue Crew is busy this time of year, taking care of lands of all

sizes. One day we might start at
a State Department of Natural
Resources property and then
finish up with homeowner’s
native plant gardens.

It’s a constant monitoring of
weather and taking into account
relative humidity to maximize
consumption of dried grass and
oak leaves and wind directions
to minimize smoke interference
in urban areas, or along busy
roadways. These cold
temperatures this late winter
and early spring have been
ideal as there is still ice in

wetlands, making them easier to traverse and amphibians and reptiles are still deep
within over-wintering muck and escaping excess heat and flames. 

Want to learn more about fire? Look for details in this newsletter on the April 7
demonstration prescribed fire.

Fourth Annual Butterfly Monitoring Training - John Brittenham
Do you love butterflies? Are you interested in helping assess the health of butterfly
populations in northeast Indiana? Do you want a great reason to spend time outside in a
beautiful natural area near you? If so, please consider joining us for our fourth annual
butterfly monitoring training. 

Blue Heron Ministries in partnership with the Michigan Butterfly Network and Thrivent
Financial will once again put on a butterfly monitoring workshop this spring. The 
purpose of the workshop is to
train volunteers how to use a
national protocol to monitor
butterflies in northeast Indiana
and how to conduct the
monitoring in a natural area
near them. 

The workshop will be conducted
on two different days. On April
20th, we will conduct an indoor
training session at the
Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes from 6-9 PM. An outdoor
training session will be
conducted on May 19th from
1-3 PM at a location to be
announced. 

If you are interested in signing up for this event, please send a $5 registration fee, name,
and contact information to: Blue Heron Ministries, 2955 W. Orland Rd., Angola, IN 46703
ATTN: John Brittenham. 

For more information you can contact John Brittenham at johnbrittenham@gmail.com or
260-242-2759.



Upcoming Events

Prescribed Fire Demonstration - Saturday, April 7th

Our spring burn season will begin soon! 

Based on weather conditions, the time and
location of our demonstration prescribed
fire will be confirmed as we get closer.

Updates will be provided via email and on
our Facebook page.

Exploration at LaTierra - Saturday, April 28th at 8:30AM
Last year, a small group of us enjoyed a
nice Earth Day walk at Blue Heron
Ministries' LaTierra Sanctuary. We will do
the same this year, a week later though to
take in possibly a few more blooming plants
and some spring migrants winging their
way back to northern nesting grounds. 

Join interpretive naturalist Fred Wooley and
Blue Heron Ministries at the LaTierra
Sanctuary for an early morning walk over
preserve trails. Bring binoculars and any
favorite plant or bird guides to confirm our
discoveries. Dress for weather. We can
enjoy the freshness of a new growing season in any weather (other than a
thunderstorm!). The leisurely-paced discovery walk is the perfect way to welcome spring
and take note of the blessings of nature around us. 

The preserve is located on CR 1000 East, one-half mile south of SR 120, six miles east of
Fremont. 

A map to the property can be found here.

The Lupine is (hopefully) Blooming! - Saturday, May 19 @ 10am 

Plan to join us Saturday, May 19th, as we take a walk along the trail at Badger Barrens. 

Prescribed fire, performed in 2017, should provide a beautiful display of Lupine this year.
We'll also learn about the history of this unique Blue Heron Ministries preserve. 

We'll meet at the parking area at 10 AM. 

From Fremont, head east on SR 120 to CR 925 E. Turn left onto CR 925 E, and take that
to Ln 100 Lake Anne. Turn left and follow the lane to the parking area. 

You can click here to view it on a map and get directions.
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Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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