
Click to view this email in a browser

Blue Heron Ministries on Facebook                 website: http://blueheronministries.org

Blue By You - article and photos by Fred Wooley
When cutting and herbiciding the stems
to control invasive non-native plants, the 
technique involves dabbing the cut stem or
stump with an herbicide to
prevent future growth. To help keep track of
what stems are treated, a blue dye is mixed
with the herbicide. Possibly you will notice
the residual of such if you visit a Blue Heron
Ministries worksite. It does fade,
though, with age. 

It came to me at a project at The Nature
Conservancy’s Fawn River Fen, that not all
remain blue. One characteristic that 
aids in the identification of the invasive 

Japanese Barberry, is the pith of bright 
yellow when cut. It’s unmistakable. Add the
deep blue to that stem and you get…. (think
back to elementary school and 
mixing primary colors) … green! 

The cutting and treating of stems can get
sort of mindless when doing so hour after
hour. We look for breaks and take in the
true beauty of what’s around us while
working. Sometimes it can also be
something subtle…like the mixing of colors
in our work.

Duff Lake Seeding Continues - article and photos by Fred Wooley
In 2016 a huge effort was conducted by Blue Heron Ministries employees and volunteers
to collect seeds from native plants. Much of this seed has been directed to a very
extensive restoration project at Duff Lake, part of the Pine Knob County Park, a unit of
LaGrange County Parks and Recreation. 

Did we say, “HUGE” project? Much
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 work has been done at Duff Lake to
take out ditches and tiles and
reestablish (to the best of our
knowledge and abilities), what was
there prior to agricultural changes.
There have been major changes to
the hydrology and landscape shape
to return it to pre-disturbance
conditions. Much effort has also
been spent to herbicide the
nonnative plants that do not belong
there. 

The next step in restoration took
place this winter, sowing the seeds
of native species we collected all last
year. The Blue Heron barn full of bags of seeds were processed and taken to Duff Lake.
Sowing seeds was by various methods: by drop

fertilizer spreaders pulled behind an
ATV, by broadcast fertilizer spreaders
mounted on both tractors and ATVs, and by
the old-fashioned-hopper-suspended-from-
a-harness-hand-crank method. We even
had a December hand sowing with BHM
volunteers one winter weekend day. 

In all, almost 450 pounds of hand-collected
(and a little acquired native seed) seed was
broadcast on approximately 14.5 acres of
upland and 41.5 acres of lowland. That
amount of seed is about half of what we
need on the land. We plan to do it all again
this coming summer, fall, and winter. 

Now the waiting begins, as we look forward
to germination, growth and then blooms.
Watch for future trips to Pine Knob and Duff
Lake to check it out…and to collect and sow
more seed!

The Burning Begins… - article and photos by Fred Wooley
This unusually warm and snowless mid-winter has given Blue Heron Ministries a jump on
our “spring” burn season for prescription fires. The main goal of fire, of course, is the

ecological benefits it brings to
native landscapes, checking back
the non-natives and enhancing 
conditions for native plants to
thrive. We also do it to clear the
land of last year’s plants making
it easier to spread seed or treat
certain plants remaining with
herbicide. 

The project boards in the Blue
Heron office show about
40 prescribed burns hoping to 
get accomplished this spring.
Getting the early jump has been
helpful. While a skilled and

trained team to do the actual burns is required, much work takes place before fire



reaches the ground. Detailed burn plans for each individual burn considers overall
objectives, then addresses the potential fuel, area size, local conditions, surrounding
properties, the required crew size, resources, and weather conditions needed to
accomplish. 

Beforehand, on site, fire breaks need to be
constructed or updated to assist controlling the fire.
When all preparations are said and done and
permits are procured, the sites to burn on a given
day are determined if all parameters fall into the
“prescriptions” to burn. Hence the name “prescribed
fire.” 

Even with all of the pre-work done, on-site, day-of -
burn conditions are still ascertained. Fuel conditions
are studied and immediate weather conditions are
taken with wind speed and direction indicators,
thermometer, and a sling psychrometer for
determining relative humidity. It all has to be the
right conditions. 

When all is acceptable, the site is walked by the
crew, site maps in hand, discussing the plan and
what can be expected. When that is done, teams
take their positions and the burn begins. The speed
of work is determined by the immediate weather
and how the fire is responding. Perfect conditions
allow for steady progress. More difficult conditions take more time. Slow and steady for
safety is always the key. 

When complete, the burned area with crisp fire breaks, is a thing of beauty. We take a 
moment to take it in as we do
our after action review and make
notes of the fire behavior, how
we handled developments during
the burn, and what we might do
differently next time. 

The real beauty though lies
ahead when the plants and the
landscape respond with new
growth, flowers and fruits. Watch
for details of our demonstration
burn coming up Saturday, April
8. 2017.

Late Winter Wandering - by Beth Williams
It doesn't take much to entertain my sons.  So when I told them that we were going to
hike at LaTierra with Nate, their response was "cool". They're generally up for a 
challenge and like to soak up new information, and this hike with Nate didn't disappoint. 

A crisp Saturday afternoon in the
woods is a great way to explore the world around them and burn off a little pent-up
energy.  It's always fun to learn something new. 

On this particular day, they discovered how to tap a Sugar Maple by hand, even though it
took a few tries; how to "ride a tree" (climb a sapling until it bends, and then ride it
down); what owl pellets look like and that owls can't digest the bones of what they've
eaten; but their favorite part is likely at the end, when they get to talk about it all over



hot chocolate and brownies. 

Upcoming Events

Prescribed Burn Demonstration - Saturday, April 8 

Our spring burn season will begin soon! 

Since our specialty isn't forecasting the
weather, we're never certain if our dates
will work out. 

Watch for updates on location and time via
email and on our Facebook page. 

Butterfly Monitoring Training - April 21st and May 20th
Do you enjoy butterflies? Are you interested in being
part of efforts to assess the current state of butterfly
populations in your area? Then Blue Heron Ministries
needs you! 

A team from Blue Heron Ministries, in partnership
with the Michigan Butterfly Network, will be kicking
off our third annual butterfly monitoring program. 

The classroom session will be held Friday, April 21st
from 6-9PM, at the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes
(2995 W. Orland Rd Angola, IN 46703). The outdoor
training will be on Saturday, May 20th from 1-
3PM.  Come learn how to identify butterflies in our
area and learn how this information is being used as
part of a nationwide citizen science butterfly
monitoring program to assess the current health of
butterfly populations and their surrounding habitats. 

At this year’s event, participants will: learn how to
identify the most common butterflies in our area,
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learn how to conduct butterfly surveys following a nationally used protocol, learn how to
enter this data on-line into a national data base, and participate in an outdoor
demonstration of the protocol. 

Mark your calendars now, and join us for this great opportunity! Contact John Brittenham
at johnbrittenham@gmail.com for more information or to learn how to register for this
event.

Greeting Earth Day at LaTierra - Saturday, April 22 at 8AM
What better place to start off and recognize
Earth Day, Saturday, April 22, than a walk
at Blue Heron Ministries' LaTierra
Sanctuary? 

Join interpretive naturalist Fred Wooley and
Blue Heron Ministries at the LaTierra
Sanctuary for an early morning walk over
preserve trails on this special day, at this
special time of year, in this special nature
preserve. Bring binoculars and dress for
weather. The leisurely-paced discovery walk
will be a perfect way to begin Earth Day,
welcome spring, and take note of the
blessings of nature around us. Hikers will search for spring migrating birds above,
blooming wildflowers below and all nature in-between. 

The preserve is located on CR 1000 East, one-half mile south of SR 120, six miles east of
Fremont. (3845 N 1000 E Fremont, IN 46737)

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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