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Summary for the 30th Annual Southwest Michigan Team Birdathon
and Results for Team Blue Herons - by Fred Wooley
Our May 19th birding event/fundraiser was successful on all levels. We again saw some
wonderful birds and raised some valuable funds for Blue Heron Ministries, which will enter
an endowment fund to benefit our LaTierra Nature Preserve. 

The May 19th event attracted 72 birders from mostly Michigan and Indiana on 17 teams
and represented a variety of nature centers, land trusts, Audubon societies,
environmental education, and natural resource related agencies. One team began at the
strike of midnight that day, most teams just prior to dawn, and all wound up at the
conclusion at 7:00pm at the Berrien County Love Creek Nature Center.

The highest total was a
tie between two teams
that saw 142 species
that day! All teams
together recorded 188
species. Great work by
all! The weather started
a bit gloomy, even some
light drizzles off and on
in the morning. With the
latest in phone
technologies, we were
able to pull up the radar
and bolt to areas of the
county where there was
no rain and we had
hopes to find birds. This
year all teams generated
pledges that raised over $25,000 for their respective organizations! All totaled over the
event’s 30-year history, nearly $780,000 has been raised! 

Our Blue Herons Team did very well, I’m happy to report, beating our last year’s
record by seven species! We gathered at 4:30am at the Love Creek County Park Nature
Center and quickly traveled to several spots to get those nighttime active species. We
hooted vocally for great-horned, barred owls, screech owls, whip-poor-wills, and listened
for woodcock (remember, we use our vocals, recorded tapes not allowed on birdathon!).
For the first time in our birdathon memory we got none of these species at this hour. The
time for nocturnal birding goes fast! We moved quickly from site to site, driving with care
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of course, especially when rounding a county road to find a huge tree had fallen across it.
A quick call to 911 dispatch and we were off on another direction.

Our first bird came at 5:10am -
none other than the trusty
American favorite, the robin. From
there we drove to different sites,
familiar sites, got out and walked
whatever distance needed to get
the target birds. The last four birds
came in the last 10 minutes at one
stop. We pulled off a country road
with a small pond and wetland
along aside. In the distance there
was a farm, vineyard and
agricultural fields. Just coming to a
stop, we heard the willow flycatcher
for the first time that day. Outside
the van, team member Kip Miller
whistled the call of a pied billed
grebe. Within two minutes, one
answered! In the distance a great
egret was a pure white contrast in
the top of a dark green tree and
even further up in the vineyard, a

pair of rust-stained, sandhill cranes stalked, searching the ground for food, and nearly
escaping our view. A little over 14 hours later, we rolled into the Love Creek
parking lot with a tally sheet of 127 species recorded. 

The most unusual sighting might have been a whip-poor-will discovered perched, head
high along a trail through a flooded woodland. It had obviously sat through the morning
rains, looking all wet and disheveled. Most teams got to see it and many photographed it,
as did Kip whose photo is below. 

Thank you all who pledged and
contributed to Blue Heron’s
success. For a checklist showing the
188 species recorded by all teams
highlighted and those tallied by the
Blue Herons, just send me an E-
mail requesting
such(fwooley@frontier.com) Our
Blue Heron Team raised a total
$963.89! Many thanks to all who
pledged! Some of you challenged
the team with a special bird and we
got the red-breasted nuthatch for
three of you, the orchard oriole, ruddy duck, osprey (with a fish it dropped to joyful gulls
harassing it), red-headed woodpecker and great-crested flycatcher for others. Sorry Al
Bozymowski, no Golden Eagle.

Others, besides Al who pledged, are: 
Marilyn Clevenger 
Maggie Engler 
Scott Evenbeck 
Martha Fansler 
Kerri and Jim Fisher 
Jennifer Green 
Kip Miller 
Gabriella Meredith 
Pam Morton 



Jane Papsdorf 
Janel Rogers 
Beth and Scott Schroeder 
Nathan and Aimee Simons 
Rita Smith 
Jim Thiele 
Ralph Thiele 
Fred and Jackie Wooley 
Joseph and Krista Wooley 
Peg Zeis 

Thanks all and to all, good birding!

Beauty From the Ashes - by Nate Simons
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me, for the Lord has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor. He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that
captives will be released and prisoners will be freed. He has sent me to tell those who
mourn that the time of the Lord’s favor has come, and with it, the day of God’s anger
against their enemies. To all who mourn in Zion, he will give a crown of beauty for ashes,
a joyous blessing instead of mourning, festive praise instead of despair. In their
righteousness, they will be like great oaks that the Lord has planted for his own glory.
(Isaiah 61:1-3) 

Jesus quoted the first
verse of this passage
while teaching in his
hometown synagogue.
All his hearers 
new the context of this
passage and they knew
the verses that followed.
They knew that the
context was 
referring to the wonders
that the long-awaited
rescuer would bring to
fulfillment. And Jesus
rolled up the Isaiah
scripture scroll and
proclaimed that the words of the prophet had been fulfilled that very day! He is the
rescuer (Luke 4:16-21). 

What Jesus rescues, he restores. And we who have been rescued and are in the process
of being restored get to do the same things Jesus did. 
Our Badger Barrens Sanctuary in northeast Steuben County bears witness to this truth. A
sandy soybean field that wasn’t worth harvesting, Blue Heron Ministries acquired the 13-
acre property through land donation and fee in 2006. Restoration to black oak barrens
began in 2008. Long-depressed black oak trees emerged on their own from root wads,
called “grubs.” Wild blue lupine seed was hand-collected from sandy areas in Lagrange
and Elkhart Counties. Seeds of additional species associated with dry, short-stature
prairies were hand-collected by volunteers and staff; mixed together; and were broadcast
on the sandy field. Weeds were mowed while the desirable species germinated and
established. The first fire trickled through the young prairie in the fall of 2012. The second
fire was ignited in the fall of 2015. The third fire raged and blackened the land on
November 28, 2017. And the response of the lupine this May was astounding!

Word spread…well, you know… like wildfire. Visitors showed up throughout the month to
behold the beauty. Folks marveled and commented. Someone even took the time to call
and leave a voicemail message: “…this is Matt…I live year-round in California, but my
family has a lake place on Clear Lake…happened to stumble upon the field just off Clear



Lake. Wow! That’s an
unbelievable mission you
guys have…what an
amazing bit of work you
do. I just want to pass
that on to you.”

The use of fire in the
restoration process is
critical for the health of
fire-dependent
ecosystems like fens,
prairies, barrens, and
oak woodlands. Fire
removes the layer of
accumulated detritus;
adds micronutrients
back to the soil; keeps

woody brush at bay
to prevent shading of
the prairie; and
stimulates the
emergence of native
grasses and
wildflowers…
especially Legumes
like lupine. And the
resultant beauty that
emerges from the
ashes indeed brings
glory to the One who
created our home,
rescued it and is
restoring it to
himself. 

With anticipation we
wait for the next fire and the next lupine bloom…and the restoration and renewal of all
things.

The Greatest Story - by Peter Bauson
I’ve recently had the chance to do some work at Duff Lake Fen with some of my fellow
crew members. Duff Lake Fen was used for many years as cattle grazing land and had a
network of ditches that drained it until 2015, when the land was acquired by LaGrange
County Parks. Following the acquisition, the area has been totally resculpted in an effort
to create a landscape that is more congruent with what it may have looked like before its
days as pastureland. 

When I first saw the property in 2017, I must admit that it didn’t have much appeal to
me. After so much hype from my coworkers about this “special” project, I was surprised
to see what appeared to me to be an abundance of unwanted weeds, some dead trees,
and quite a bit of bare dirt. I couldn’t see what all of the excitement was about. 

But now, just a little over a year later, when I look out over that same stretch of land, I
see beauty and feel the same appreciation that my coworkers developed for the project in
the years before I joined the crew. My appreciation didn’t grow so much because the
landscape changed in the past year (although it certainly has), but because my
perspective has changed. Now when I look out over the Duff Lake property, I see it with
great appreciation not only for the intrinsic beauty that is already shining through, but



because of the hard work that I
and many others have put into
it and because of the great
potential it has for the future. 

I believe that the story of Duff
Lake Fen is a snapshot of what
we as an organization strive for,
and a small part of an infinitely
larger story – the story of a
Creator and the love he has for
all of his creation. I’m blessed
to have Nate Simons as a boss,
mentor, and friend, and one of
the things that I’ve learned
from him is how to summarize
the major themes of the Bible in
just four words: creation, fall,
rescue, and restoration.Those

four elements succinctly paint a picture of what the Bible is all about. But they’re not just
in the Bible; those themes can also be found in just about every popular book and movie
in existence. Why? Because they are a reflection of the greatest story of all time, the one
that we’re all a part of and resonate with.

In the fictional book The Name of the Wind
by Patrick Rothfuss, a master storyteller
has a conversation one night with an intent
listener. The famed story teller says, “I
only know one story, though sometimes
pieces of the story seem stories in
themselves.” I believe that God is the
author of the one real story, the story in
which we all find ourselves. Our story
began with the creation of a perfect world,
and was sadly followed by brokenness and
a damaged relationship between God and
his creation (fall). But our loving Heavenly
Father still longed to be intimately
connected with his creation, so he sent his
son to live with us, become one of us, and
to rescue us by giving his life completely
for us. And that brings us to the chapter
that is being played out around us and
even through us if we choose to take part
in it. I believe that when we join in on the work that Jesus began when he came to earth,
we become partners in bringing about full restoration to the relationships that all of
creation is longing for. Even though we live in a world where it is easy to see brokenness,
if we train our eyes and change our perspective it is just as easy to see beauty. That
beauty is a reflection of the perfect relationship we were created for, a bearing that points
straight to the One who made us for it, and a beacon to the future that he has planned
for us. And that is the ultimate reason for hope. 

So what does all of this have to do with Duff Lake Fen and the Blue Crew working in 
wetlands? I believe that the story of Duff Lake Fen and the work of our crew is a
reflection and a piece of the bigger story. Our work there is not over, but until it is fully
restored I feel blessed and honored to be working right where our piece of the story
meshes with the story of the land that we have been entrusted with. It will continue to
take hard work, but it is our hope that one day Duff Lake Fen will be a well-established
ecosystem where native plants and wildlife thrive. And in restoring Duff Lake Fen and
places like it, hopefully we are adding one more piece to a puzzle that will one day reveal
a perfect picture that is beautiful and magnificent beyond our comprehension. It has been



a rewarding journey so far, and
I truly believe the best is yet to
come!

The Other Book of Divine Revelation - by T.M. Moore

Creation speaks to us, as it did to those ancient Irish missionaries. 

Let the summits of heaven, too, praise you with roaming lightning, O most loving Jesus,
O righteous King of Kings.  - Colum Cille, Noli Pater, Irish, 6th century[1]

Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I heard a
voice from heaven saying to me, “Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered,
and do not write them.”   - Revelation 10.4 

Celtic Christians, like the Apostle John, discerned the voice of God in created things.
Storms, winds, seas, rivers, lakes, woods, animals, and plants all spoke to Celtic
Christians about the infinite goodness, wisdom, beauty, majesty, power, and mystery of
God. 

This was both part of the appeal and part of the offense of the Gospel, as
Irish peregrini like Colum Cille brought the Good News to pagan lands. Most pagan
peoples had a respect for creation, understanding that their wellbeing depended on it.
And many of them associated their peculiar deities with one or another aspect of the
creation. 

For Irish missionaries to insist that their God spoke to them through creation, and that He
ruled sovereignly over all aspects of creation, would have both gotten their pagan
audiences’ attention, and put them on the defensive. 

Celtic Christians lived close to the creation, not just because they chose a simple way of
life, or because on their wanderings for Christ they had to know how to live off the land,
but because they found true fellowship with God in created things. The creation was for
them a second book of divine revelation. It reminded them of God’s abundant goodness,
all the ways He provided for their needs. It led them to extol His wisdom, greatness,
beauty, might, and power. On occasion, something in the creation caused the will of God
to coalesce in the mind of a Celtic saint, and what had previously been unclear from the
Word of God in Scripture suddenly came together by a word of God from creation. 

We can imagine that “reading” or “hearing” God in the creation all around them was a
source of great comfort and encouragement for missionaries, wandering far from home. 

John heard the thunders say something, although he was not permitted to write it down.
But he was able interpret the crash and clap of lightning, bursting through the heavens,
as something like a word from God. He knew that the heavens declare the glory of God,



and he had evidently tuned his senses to hear and understand what God was saying to
him through created things. 

The works of God in creation do, indeed, declare His glory (Ps. 19.1-4). The psalmist said
that the works of God are studied by all those who delight in them (Ps. 111.2). When we
realize that God is making Himself and His glory known in created things, we will delight
to pay more attention to them. And, as our delight in creation grows, we will make the
time to examine and understand it more closely, waiting on Him to make Himself known
to us in the things He has made.  

Every passing bird, every cloud, tree, flower, blade of grass, change of weather, or
random stone, has something to say to us from and about our God. We, too, can learn to
hear the voice of God in creation, but not without a little practice.  

As you read through the Scriptures, consider the various images from creation that God
employs to tell us something about Himself: storms stilled – His great power; animals
feeding – His faithful provision; people working – His distribution of gifts and abilities;
mountains looming or storms coming in – His majesty and might; lilies bedecked with
beauty – His lavish provision; sparrows and mustard seeds – His love for and delight in
even the most ordinary details of our lives. Let these images be the starting-place for you
to begin developing the discipline of hearing the voice of God in creation. 

Rejoice in each new dawn, and praise God for the Sun of Righteousness, Who has risen
with healing in His wings (Mal. 4.2). Stand in awe beneath the myriad stars, planets, and
galaxies of the night sky, and remember with humility and gratitude that He Who made
and sustains these, cares even for you and your daily work. 

Creation is speaking. Are we listening? 

God’s glory is in there, oozing forth and flashing out from the things He has made. Ours is
the privilege of seeing that glory, discerning the voice of God in it, and making His glory
known to others (Prov. 25.2; Hab. 2.14). 

[1]Clancy and Márkus, p. 85.

To subscribe to T.M.’s thrice-weekly meditations go to
https://www.ailbe.org/columns/crosfigell and click “subscribe.”

Upcoming Events

Paddle on Crooked Creek – Saturday, July 7 at 10AM
Join us as we paddle Crooked Creek and its
transition to the Fawn River.

We will put in at Tamarack Lake and paddle
to the bridge at 1100 East, in Lagrange
County. The trip should be approximately 4-
4.5 hours. 

Please let us know if you plan to make it, so
that we can arrange for parking and
carpooling. (stuartbheron1@hotmail.com)

Hope to see you there!

Blue Heron Ministries Property Tour - August 3rd 9AM-4PM

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BlueHeronMinistries/fd8c3ffd07/1949c1787e/a3b2208cc7


Blue Heron Ministries will host a
day-long van/bus excursion to
travel to various properties that
BHM manages, in LaGrange and
Steuben Counties. We will see
properties various stages of
restoration and comment on
installation and management
techniques. We will bemoan not-so-
good results and celebrate great
results together.

Pack your lunch, some sunscreen,
and plan to join us! Wear hiking
attire, as the van will be air-
conditioned but the hikes won't. 

Space is limited, so reservations are required. Please RSVP, by July 27th, to
stuartbheron1@hotmail.com.

Feel free to forward to folks that might be interested!

Seed Collection - September 15th at 10am

We're going to head into the prairie earlier
again this year, for the fall harvest. We'll
be after some species that we normally
don't have the opportunity to gather in
October. 

Meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes (2955 W. Orland Rd) at 10AM and
carpool to the site(s). 

We have all the tools and buckets, just
bring your lunch.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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