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Winter Time, Planting Time… - by Fred Wooley 
As I type this, the wind is swirling around the outside bird feeders at the frigid clip of 3
degrees. Most people at this time of year, when thinking of planting seeds, are sipping
coffee and thumbing through seed catalogs. 

Not so with the Blue Crew. Early coffee and hot tea certainly, but when the morning
meeting is over, we bundle up, head out, and on some days, plant seeds! It’s that time of
year. Some of you loyal volunteers recall those beautiful October volunteer 

Saturdays when we headed out to our
favorite natural areas and collected prairie
seeds. The Blue Crew cleaned those seeds
in November and December and stored
them away, waiting for just the right
conditions to plant. 

The conditions are not the normal times we
think of when planting carrots, corn, peas,
beans, and such, in our spring gardens.
The time to plant prairie is now in the heart
of winter. The seeds we gather,
supplemented with purchased seeds, are
selected for the soils and hydrology of our
project sites. They are mixed with an
annual grass seed as a carrier, and spread
over the landscape with seed spreaders
fitted to our ATVs. 

While the timing may first appear odd and
way too early, it is exactly the normal
process that takes place in nature. The
seeds from existing plants, or from our
nylon bags and seed spreaders, sift down

onto the winter earth and go into a cold, damp process of settling into the freezing,
heaving, and thawing soils. It is all a part of the natural process that leads to dispersal
and germination of plants. 

In the spring they germinate and the competition begins with the colder loving, non-
native species. As they all reach over a foot high, the first of two mowings takes place,
mower blades set about 8 inches above the ground. This allows sunlight to penetrate the
non-native varieties and reach the native plants seedlings searching for sunshine below. 
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A second, similar height,
mowing takes place late
summer into fall. Again,
the native seedlings are
opened to sunshine, but
not damaged by the high
set mower. In
subsequent years, the
mowers are silent and
the landscapes enter a
regiment of annual
prescribed fires to
enhance the native
species and keep the
non-natives at bay.

Back to the planting.
After a fresh snow, what
a treat to look over the
landscape recently
traversed by the ATVs
and see the much defined pattern of methodical planting to assure even coverage.  It was
especially satisfying for me this winter, as one of these plantings was a 3.7 acres wetland
and upland restoration of a previous hay field on our personal property.  It is part of the
United States Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Monarch Habitat
Restoration Program to provide host plants for, not just monarchs, but all pollinator
insects.  Of course it will hopefully be a high quality, short-grass prairie, which will play
host to a variety of native birds and other wildlife requiring this landscape.

Of great pleasure for me,
was collecting seeds on
our own property and
elsewhere that I knew
would be ideal for this
project.  What fun to walk
back and forth over the
frozen land, pulling from
the bags handfuls of
certain species and
scattering where I
thought the soils and
moisture were most
conducive.  

The cold and stark land
looked anything but to
me.  As I walked and
worked, I saw 3.7 acres of
restored wetland and

upland short-grass prairie, lush with blooming native plants and very sweet with the
sounds and smells and the feel of what simply, beautifully, belong here.  

This from Jesus a couple of days before his death and resurrection: 

“The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

Listen carefully: Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the ground, dead to the world,
it is never any more than a grain of wheat. But if it is buried, it sprouts and
reproduces itself many times over. In the same way, anyone who holds on to life



just as it is destroys that life. But if you let it go, reckless in your love, you’ll have it
forever, real and eternal.” 

(John 12:23b-25, The Message) 

Friend of Creation - by T. M. Moore 
Creation can tell us much about God. 

Columbanus (15) 

And do not wonder that the beasts and birds thus obeyed the command of the man of
God. For we have learned from Chamnoald, royal chaplain at Laon, who was his attendant
and disciple, that he has often seen Columban wandering about in the wilderness fasting
and praying, and call the wild beasts and birds. These came immediately at his command
and he stroked them with his hands.   

- Jonas, Life of St. Columban[1] 

Understand the creation, if you wish to know the Creator; if you will not know the former
either, be silent concerning the Creator, but believe in the Creator.   

- Columbanus, Sermon I[2] 

…what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since
the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse…   

- Romans 1.19, 20 

The revelation of God – of His Being, attributes, and works – comes to us via two portals:
Scripture and creation. Just as we have two eyes for observing the world, so that we may
properly perceive the depth, dimension, distance, and delightfulness of the things we see,
so we have two “eyes” through which to contemplate our God. Columbanus insisted on
the importance of discerning the revelation of God in creation. He was himself a great
friend of creation, as Jonas reports. 

We may believe in God from the revelation in Scripture alone. In fact, as Paul indicates,
apart from Scripture, we will not believe in God. Scripture is powerful to bring us to the
knowledge of God. Without Scripture, it will not be possible to discern the revelation of
God in creation. All our contemplations and studies of creation apart from Scripture lead
to conclusions other than those God intends. God intends to make Himself known through
the things of creation. Those thinkers and writers who consider creation apart from God
will not end up where God intends; instead, they will end up vaunting the mysteries and
glories of physics or evolution or science, which is to say, of themselves and their
ridiculous schemes (Eccl. 7.29). 

We come to believe in God through His revelation in Scripture, in particular, in the Gospel
and our Lord Jesus Christ. These open up the rest of Scripture to us so that we can know
God through the lens of Jesus according to God’s Word. 

Columbanus cautioned against saying too much about God if you choose to remain
ignorant of His revelation in creation. What a strange admonition! But think about it: How
many different ways in Scripture does God refer to the creation to make something
known about Himself? By appealing to clouds, stars, the sun and moon, rain, frost, wind,
snow, thunder and lightning, flowers, trees, mountains, creatures of all kinds, and so
much more, God speaks to us about Himself. He assumes that we will understand
something about all these things, so that we can perceive the witness to Him which they
offer. Further, as we experience such things during the course of our daily life, we are
reminded that God made them, sustains them, is revealing His glory through them, and
by them furnishes His grace and bounty for our care and nurture. Thus, the more we



know about creation, the better we will know the Lord and be able to give Him thanks and
bear witness to His greatness, goodness, faithfulness, and steadfast love. 

As God speaks to the world through creation, so should we. We are docents of the glory
of God in the vast museum of creation. Our calling to God’s Kingdom and glory (1 Thess.
2.12) entails us being able to perceive the revelation of God which He has set in creation,
so as to declare Him and His many excellencies to the world (Prov. 25.2). 

Would you describe yourself as a friend of creation? How familiar are you with those
aspects of creation that you encounter every day? The trees, birds, seasons, skies,
landscape, plants, and all the rest? Is this just so much stuff for you? Or do you find in all
these things the beckoning voice and shimmering presence of the glory of God? And can
you talk about what you see there, not merely in terms of the creatures in your
environment, but of how they reveal the glory of God and serve the purposes of His
redemptive plan (Ps. 119.89-91)? 

We have a Friend Who sticks closer than a brother, and Who reaches out to us daily from
His Word and from His world.  

Psalm 111.1-3 (Manoah: When All Your Mercies, O My God) 
Praise the Lord! O let my heart give thanks here amid His chosen race!  
Your works are great, O Lord, and sought by all who know their grace.  

For Your work is full of splendor, Lord, and of majesty most pure;  
Your righteousness, O glorious God, forever will endure!

To subscribe to T.M.’s thrice-weekly meditations go to
https://www.ailbe.org/columns/crosfigell and click subscribe.

Blue Heron Ministries and Oak Farm Montessori School
Highlighted at 2019 Stewardship Network Conference -  by
Fred Wooley
Each year The Stewardship Network holds a conference at the Michigan State Kellogg
Center in East Lansing, Michigan. The “12th Annual Science, Practice, and Art of Restoring
Native Ecosystems” was held January 11-12, 2019. It brought together over 200 people
from mostly Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and other locales in mostly the 
Midwest. Each year BHM takes a contingent of employees to benefit from both the
information shared on the best practices of our work, and the inspiration that comes from
networking with like-minded spirits. The two days featured several general sessions and
48 concurrent sessions from which to choose. 

One of those sessions
was presented by our
own John Brittenham
and Brett Bloom. John is
a fulltime restoration
ecologist with BHM and
Brett a part-time seed
collector during the
harvest seasons. Both
are very active at the
Oak Farm Montessori
School in Avilla, Indiana.
Both have children who
attend and Brett serves
as Ecoliteracy
Coordinator for the
school. Joining these two
were three sophomores
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at Oak Farm Montessori School, Mariah Clark, Abby Murphy, and Claire Weiss.

The presentation was entitled “Cultivating Land Awareness and Stewardship with
Students at a K-12 Montessori School.” Actually at this Oak Farm School, there is a
toddler and preschool age representation. It is truly a family atmosphere, as children are
steeped in the integrated living-and-learning-by-doing environment.

The backdrop of this land awareness and stewardship directive at Oak Farm is the 
school’s very unique 100
acre campus, with over one-
half being restored to native
habitat. The native
landscapes are
dispersed throughout the
campus of several buildings
housing the various grade
levels and special hands-on
work programs. A major
component of the project is
a large tract of recently
acquired agricultural land,
which provides the ideal
classroom and blank slate
from which to restore a
native landscape.

Two goals of Oak Farm are
ecoliteracy and service
work. High school students
attend a weekly class called
Eco-Impact for their first
two years. Part of their work
is responsibility for restoring
a wetland and prairie on
campus. Students make
many of the decisions about
the directions of the
conservation work, not just
during their tenure at
school, but well into the
future. 

This means bookwork in the
classroom and dirt-work in
the field! They are involved
in all aspects, from
collecting and cleaning seed
to preparing the land, to
planting the seed and nursery-grown plant plugs, to weeding where appropriate. Though
they cannot actively participate in prescribed fires, they are there to witness, record, and
learn. Both John and Brett provide experienced guidance to the students’ restoration
efforts.

As good and thorough as John and Brett were in interpreting this amazing school program
and learning opportunity for students, it was the three sophomores who stole 
the show for me. What an opportunity for them to attend and present at a regional 
conference of this nature. If they were nervous, it did not show. Dressed in appropriate
business attire (they were all in black, but told me they did not coordinate 
intentionally!) they took to the floor and spoke with no notes on their involvement and
what the project meant to them educationally, and personally. They spoke with incredible
poise, but their enthusiasm was unbridled as they shared their discoveries, their passion,



and their new found love
of the plants, the
butterflies and insects,
and all the components
of the native landscape.

It was clear that they
are making a difference
at Oak Farm Montessori
School and the school is
making a difference in
the students and their
families.

2019 Summer Internship 
Blue Heron Ministries is looking to fill two field steward internship position for the summer
of 2019. We are a nonprofit Christian land conservation organization based out of Angola,
Indiana. We work with other nonprofit organizations, governmental agencies, and private
land owners around northeast Indiana and southwest Michigan. Our mission is to build
communities where creation is kept and keep creation so that community may be
restored. 

A description of this internship is as follows: 

Intensive and arduous labor. 
Term will be beginning of June thru mid-August (flexible). 
35-40 hours a week. 
$10/hr. 
Invasive species control predominantly in wetlands in Steuben and LaGrange and
surrounding counties (Indiana and Michigan). Some travel and overnight stay will
be required for distant projects. 
Control of herbaceous invasives (i.e. reed canary grass, cattails, purple loosestrife,
etc.) will involve herbicide applications. Some upland and wetland brush control will
be included. 
Work conditions will be hot, wet, and poisonous (sumac and Massasaugas)...but
where else can you enjoy the presence of God while caring for His creation in such a
tangible way? 
Flexible to work with course requirements. 
Able to assist with housing. 
Intern must have a positive attitude, the willingness to learn and take direction, the
ability to work independently and with a crew, and possess an attention to detail.
No experience necessary. 
Intern will obtain an Indiana pesticide applicator’s license during the internship. 
Interns will gain knowledge on a number of topics including but not limited to:

Plant identification and monitoring 
Land management practices within prairie and oak ecosystems 
The lawful, ethical, and safe use of herbicides 
Wildlife surveys and monitoring 
Opportunities to network with other conservation organizations 

Send resumes and cover letters to: stuartbheron1@hotmail.com  Attn: Nate Simons by
February 22, 2019. Applicants will be called for interviews the following week.

Upcoming Events
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Someteenth Annual Prairie Planting - Saturday, February 9th
from 1-4PM

We will tentatively plant approximately an
acre of future fen at Clear Lake Township
Land Conservancy’s Brennan Woods. 

The soil will be mucky, but hopefully not
too sloppy. Wear appropriate foot gear and
bring a belt from which to hang a bucket of
recently-collected seed. 

Watch for upcoming location and travel
details.

Help Us Recover the Lost Rattlesnake Master! - Originally
scheduled for February 9th, this will be postponed until the spring. 
Rattlesnake Master (Eryngium yuccifolium), last
seen in the 1990’s by IDNR Div. of Nature
Preserves’ botanist, Mike Homoya, has
disappeared from its former LaGrange County
home A little prairie savanna located within
property owned by Pigeon River Fish and Wildlife
Area once was graced by the presence of this
unusual-looking prairie plant. Shade, in the form
of the exotic invasive Autumn Olive has eliminated
the prairie native. We hope that the seed and/or
dormant plant propogules is still in the soil
awaiting space and sunlight for release. The slow
work of removing Autumn Olive began a few years
ago. 

Join us as we learn about the threat of Autumn
Olive to our native plant communities and as we
wield brushcutters and herbicide-filled daubers to
do battle against the foe. Bring loppers and dress
appropriately. 

We'll meet at the Chapel (2955 W. Orland Rd.
Angola, IN 46703) at 1PM and carpool/caravan to
the site.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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