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Thanks! - by Nate Simons 

Remembering and giving thanks is the foundation and the basics of worship. We
remember with our will and our minds and we give thanks with our will and from a
humble heart. We remember the Story into which our Creator, our Rescuer, and our
Restorer has invited us. We give thanks to our Dad for he has created us, rescued us and
restored us to life and brought us into his family through Jesus. And our hearts and minds
and wills are then sharpened to see the goodness around us…goodness that reflects the
image of the Giver of all Good Gifts. So, when I remember the generosity of folks who
have aligned themselves with the mission of Blue Heron Ministries by their shared time
and resources , I give thanks. I give thanks to honor those folks and give thanks to our
Dad for his generosity and for allowing me to see it in the faces of his family members.
And I am humbled! 

What a year! 

Thanks, Dad for folks who sent money for which we do not even ask…the money just
shows up monthly, quarterly, or at the end of the year:  

Anonymous, Bette Butcher, Jim and Lynn Simons, Byron and Abby Getz, Ed and
Nancy Wilson, Jane Papsdorf, Joanne McKeag, Ken and Dee Wolf, Lee and Pat
Casebere, Marilyn Clevenger, Mary Durand, Patty Fulton, Paul Rothrock, Peg Zeis,
Roger and Mary Hawks, and Steve and Paula Witte. 

Thanks, Dad for folks who sent money for our land and garage acquisition project: 

Anonymous(es), Terry Gorney, Marilyn Clevenger, Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, Mike and Donna Holcomb, and Fred Duschl. 

Thanks, Dad for folks who are generous with their equipment:

Al Ludwig. 

Thanks, Dad for folks who voluntarily give of their time to build things: 

Steve and Paula Witte, Steve Brittenham, Jim Thomson. 
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Thanks, Dad for folks who, for the joy of it, spend time in your creation planting plants,
controlling invasive species, collecting seed, and sowing seed: 

Sam Drerup, Lynn Simons, Beth, Marc, Jeremy, Sarah, and Rachel Williams, Kate
Sanders, Steve and Paula Witte, Pam Morton, Phil Bieberich, Marilyn Clevenger,
Denille, Olivia, and Alexis Conklin, Gary Johnston, Aimee Simons, Jim and Bette
Thomson, Brett and Ada Bloom, John, Claire, Evelyn, David and Naomi Brittenham,
Steve and Kathy Brittenham, Mary Durand, Susan Fisher, Dan Haffner, Don Luepke,
Cassie Rose, Gary Wappalhorst, Sarah Rust, Steve Ross, Sam Schwartz (and two of
his friends), Deanna and Emilio Vazquez, Fred Wooley, Steve and Beth Hague,
Sylvin, Danielle, Eve, and Si Mercado, and Peter Bauson. 

Thanks, Dad for folks who organize events and let people know about things we do to
steward your creation: 

Beth Williams. 

Thanks, Dad for folks who help direct us: 

Tom Smith, Neal Lewis, Peg Zeis, and Beth Williams. 

And thanks, Dad for the superb skills and great attitudes of folks who brave the elements
to vocationally restore your good creation in Lakes Country (and north): 

Phil Bieberich, John Brittenham, Fred Wooley, Peter Bauson, Josh Hall, Renee
Bentz, Ben Aberle, Bret Bloom, Mike Holcomb, Gene Huss, Bridget Harrison, Cheri
Knoblauch, Dave Drogos, Jacob Simons, Jessica Hinz, Jonathan Fridley, Justin Zeeb,
Lance Tressenriter, Tina Flanigan, Steve Brittenham, and Terry Holsinger.

End of the Year Butterfly Monitoring Program Recap - By John
Brittenham
The snow is falling and the
butterflies have all left or fallen
asleep for the winter. I finally feel
confident that it will be a while
before I see one of those beautiful
creatures flying around again. It is
therefore a great time of year to sit
down and look over all the good
work our butterfly monitors did this
year. After reviewing all the data
(except for the Duff Lake Fen data
which is still lost in internet data
entry land) I am happy to report
that it was another great year of
butterfly monitoring. 2017 was the
third year we have trained
volunteers and sent them out to survey the populations of butterflies in our area. This
year we had 12 groups monitoring and nine groups completing their routes by doing the
suggested 6 runs/site visits. Butterfly monitors were on the trail looking for butterflies for
over 584 hours and recorded 828 individual butterfly sightings and identified 38 unique
species of butterflies. The average number of butterflies seen per site visit was 12.7 (I’m
still looking for the other part of that last butterfly). On average, each group of volunteers
encountered 18.6 species over the summer. The hot spot for butterflies was Robb Hidden
Canyon Nature Preserve in Steuben County. Pam recorded an average of 49 butterflies
per site visit and observed 24 different species throughout the summer. The butterfly
desert was Pokagon State Park with an average of 8 butterflies seen per site visit and 15



total species observed throughout the summer. Finally, in true David Letterman fashion, I
will end with the top ten butterfly species observed in 2017. 

1. Cabbage White – 129 sightings 

2. Spring/Summer Azure – 61 sightings 

3. Eastern Tiger Swallowtail – 53 sightings 

4. Silver-spotted Skipper – 39 sightings 

5. Monarch – 32 sightings 

6. Pearl Crescent – 24 sightings 

7. Red Admiral – 21 sightings 

8. Eastern Tailed Blue – 20 sightings 

9. Northern Pearly Eye – 20 sightings 

10. Spicebush Swallowtail – 17 sightings 

We will again host butterfly training at the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes in spring of
2018 (dates yet to be announced). If interested in participating next year or receiving
more information, please contact John Brittenham at johnbrittenham@gmail.com. Have a
great Christmas season and may the butterflies be with you.

North of the Border - By Fred Wooley
As reported before, not all Blue Heron Ministries projects are on the home front in
northeast Indiana. This fall saw Blue crews heading north on a few occasions for special
projects in Michigan thanks in part to opportunities presented by Ken Kesson, Landowner
Incentive Program biologist for Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

At the Maria Gamez
property east of Muskegon,
Michigan, this summer we
conducted a prescribed fire,
cut and applied herbicide to
the stumps of autumn olive
and bush honeysuckle, and
cut selected black cherries,
all in an effort to restore the
area to an oak opening
prairie. One major objective
is to provide habitat for the
federally-endangered karner
blue butterfly. This fall we
returned to spray for the
invasive knapweed. The
knapweed plants remain
green late into the fall while

native wildflowers go dormant so that a carefully selected foliar spray can be applied with
an ATV boom sprayer and backpack sprayers with no damage to nearby, non-target
species. 

At the Norton Road Fen near Jones, Michigan we spent a day cutting and applying
herbicide to invasive shrubs in an effort to enhance habitat for the federally-endangered
Mitchell’s satyr butterfly. What a difference it is to first look into an area mostly clogged
with multiflora rose, bush honeysuckle, autumn olive; cut and treat 



those; and then look again
into an improved
environment that reveals an
open view! 

Finally, during the last week
of fire for the fall season, we
traveled to the VanPatton
property north of Quincy,
Michigan where the
landowner is working with a
federal program to improve
wildlife habitat. The Blue
crew carefully conducted a
prescribed fire along mowed
trails, roadsides, pond edges
and a woodland edge to
open the area and provide
the landowner an
opportunity to better see
the landscape to assess micro-drainage patterns, while also providing the benefits of fire
to this open area, prairie plantings. Yes, we enjoy working north in the natural landscapes
of Michigan. 

Yes, all of these sites are “Pure Michigan” according to state’s official advertising
campaign. But did you know that much of Steuben and LaGrange Counties, as well, as
Elkhart, St. Joseph, and LaPorte Counties were originally part of Michigan? True story…for
another time.

Fall Fire Season Burns to a Successful End - By Fred Wooley
The fall season for prescribed fires went
out in flames of fury the final 
week of November! From Monday
to Wednesday, November 27-29, Blue
Heron Ministries were involved in six
burns in two states. When the last puff
of smoke cleared on the final fire at
VanPatton property in Michigan, eight
fires were conducted during the fall
season. Those fires combined with 52
fires during the spring and summer
seasons, marked the most thorough
year of prescribed fire in Blue Heron
history. 

The most productive fall day was Tuesday, November 28. On a windy and dry Indian
Summer day (relative humidity plummeted to an un-forecasted 30%), the Blue Crew
divided up with three members involved in a burn across the state in LaPorte County and
the remaining five staying closer to home. Those five crew 
members even divided duties, working separately, preparing sites for the burns. In
Steuben County we 
focused our attention in the northeast corner. One fire was conducted at the Clear Lake
Land Conservancy’s Spangler Grove. When the last ember was out, we moved to the
Clevenger residence and brought fire to the front yard prairie. As that was cooling, we
moved to our own Badger Barrens-Mirror Lake Sanctuary and finished up the work day as
the sun began to set. 

The following day, we wrapped up the burn season at a natural area north of Quincy,
Michigan. As fortune would have it, Pastor Tom Smith of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
lakes came into the office that morning and offered us a full mincemeat pie, an extra



(actually it was a reject!) from his
Thanksgiving holiday gathering. We took
it along to Michigan and as we
conducted the last after action fire
review of the season around the loaded
trailer and pick up trucks, we enjoyed
some homemade holiday pie! 

That accomplished, we have cleaned up
and put away the prescribed fire
equipment for the 2017 fire seasons. All
burns were safely and successfully
completed and all objectives were met.
Each fire is a learning experience too, as

we discuss each on completion and
review them again when preparing the
written post burn evaluations. We look
forward to next year’s spring Rx fire
season and the growing season that
follows which gives witness to the
ecological benefits of fire and our efforts
on the land.

McClue Work Continues - By Fred Wooley
Some projects for Blue Heron Ministries are long term. That’s good. One season of work,
while it has potential for great change, does not cover most projects and the long term
health of a property. Blue Heron Ministries has entered an agreement with the Charles
McClue Nature Reserve, north of Angola, on CR 400 North, to provide ongoing resource
management that will span several years. 

The McClue board of directors has secured a matching grant with the United State
Department of Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to provide resource management to
remove invasive species. The targets are the usual suspects, mostly autumn olive, bush
honeysuckle, and multiflora rose. Some of those have created an impenetrable wall of
thorns and thick vegetation. 

Fall is a good time of year to control invasive brush species. Autumn olive, Asian bush
honeysuckle, and multiflora rose tend to retain green foliage later than our native woody
tree and shrub species. The green-leaved brush is easy to spot against the backdrop of
the yellows, oranges, and reds of native species. Fall is a good time to spray herbicide on
invasive brush as energy is being transferred down from foliage to roots in preparation for
winter dormancy and herbicide will move readily into the plant’s root system. 

The work has been ongoing, as seasonal tasks allow, for three years. The results are
impressive. The forest floor is again seeing the light following the removal of what should
not be there. Work will continue for several years, as this beautiful woodland is restored
to more of the look and landscape that Maurice McClue enjoyed in the early half of the
previous century. 

This Steuben County-owned preserve is open for hiking, featuring three trails of various
lengths. They are well marked and you can help yourself to a map in the registration box.
Stop out and explore this beautiful natural area and check our progress. 



If you are there in April and May, feel free
to pull any garlic mustard along the trails
and into the woodlands. You too can help
in this restoration effort!

The Garage, It’s a Guy Thing… - By Fred Wooley
With no disrespect to women,
garages, historically are, well, guy
things. It’s where guys hang out, fix
things, store things, break things,
fix them again, talk about how they
broke, how to fix them, that sort of
thing. 

As reported in the last Rustling
Grass, Blue Heron Ministries
became the proud owner of the
garage and lot across the street
from the Chapel of the Lakes. We
have already seen great benefits in
having a place to store a variety of
equipment and supplies. While
actively using it to store these
valuables, we are still in the
“moving in” stage. Last month, we installed a well and are preparing it for water use.
Water is a major component of our herbicide and prescribed fire operations. 

We also turned on the power and with outstanding volunteer help, are well underway to
having it fully insulated and prepared for heat! Doing that work are Steve Brittenham,
Steve Witte and Jim Thomson. Thank you guys! 
Now we would be entirely remiss if we did not walk back our guy thing comment and
make sure you know that this is also a woman thing. We have a female intern on staff,
the incredibly enthusiastic and hardworking Renee Bentz. She gets the “garage thing.”
Though we have not been around during the work days, we hear that Paula Witte actually
gets dirty with the guys and actually directs the whole insulation installation project.
Thanks, Paula! 



We have also done some roof work
with employees Peter Bauson, and
Joshua Hall climbing new heights to
put on a new roof cap. The work is
done and we now look forward to a
dry and warm place to get our
equipment out of the weather and
to fix the things that some hidden
gremlin always seems to break!

Seed Cleaning, Another Step Done! - By Fred Wooley
The first week of December saw
another significant aspect of Blue
Heron Ministries’ year come to a
close – seed cleaning. Natural
processes are cyclic. It would be
hard to say what is the beginning
and end of a plant’s existence. They
germinate, grow, flower, seed, and
drop seeds. Some plants die each
year while some live on as dormant
roots waiting to emerge again in
the spring. One would be hard
pressed to say one step is a
beginning because it counts on the
step before it. Make sense? 

If we look at the calendar year as a
guidepost, I guess you can see that when December rolls around and the seeds of this
year are cleaned, we are done and ready to begin anew. There is some comfort in that
and cause to celebrate.

Plants begin new growth in the
spring. They then flower and go to
seed or fruit. Those 
seeds and fruit are collected by our
staff and volunteers starting in mid-
summer and 
continuing into fall. The harvested
seeds are dried in bins on racks and
then bagged. 

When the days shorten, become
cold, and snow begins to fall, we
hunker down in the barn and clean
seeds. 

It’s really quite the process. Each seed has its own process for cleaning. Some have to
beaten within the bag to first loosen the seed from some plant head grip. Some need to
be sucked in and broken up with an electric-powered leaf mulcher. Some can be rubbed
over a screen of a certain size opening, half-inch, quarter-inch, eight-inch, or a window
screen. 



When the seed is separated from the chaff, we end up with a bag of as close to pure
seed as we can get. That then gets weighed and possibly separated and entered into a 
certain mix for a certain project. 

Each year, as fall progresses, the
shelves fill to overflowing with bags
of uncleaned 
seed. It looks to be quite the
daunting task when bags of seed
reach from floor to rafters. We dive
in though, literally into the bags,
and work until we get beautiful
bags of cleaned seed. It’s not clean
work. The air fills with dust and
debris and so too would our noses,
mouths, and lungs if we did not
wear protective face masks. 

The masks make us look ominous
and sound funny, but we have open
ears to hear our muffled comments and listen to the Christmas music we play over a dust
coated radio.

Annual Prairie Planting! - by Fred Wooley
The first Saturday of December, for the past sixteen years has seen the annual prairie
planting by Blue Heron Ministries’ staff and volunteers. It’s a wonderful event,
a culmination of a year’s
worth of harvesting seed,
cleaning seed, and getting
together to plant a plot for
the beginning of the next
restoration project. 

The event is open to all
friends of Blue Heron
Ministries. It’s not only a
culmination, but a
celebration of the year’s
work…work of creation…
work of crew and
volunteers. 
The project for 2017 was a
former agricultural field at
the home of Gary and Judy Johnston near Clear Lake, Indiana. An inheritance from Judy’s
father, the dry, sandy field was never very valuable or productive as cropland. Gary and
Judy had noted the beauty and success of our nearby Badger Barrens Sanctuary prairie
and hoped to create something similar on their property. To honor her earthly father and
to honor her heavenly Father, Judy dubbed the future 
restoration “Fatherland.” 

We gathered at the Johnston’s beautiful homestead and everyone helped in mixing the
seed. We looked at photos of the flowers (including the cherished wild blue lupine) and
talked about their selection for this soil and site. We then spread out in a long line and
walked slowly, sowing our seed mix from waist-strapped buckets. We again lined up and
accompanied by recorded music, did the tamping down “dance” as we moved across the
site and worked the seeds into the soil…as well as our happy feet could cover. 

The celebration was complete with refreshments and reflection as we gathered in a circle,
with our five-gallon seed dispersal buckets as seats, and discussed the moment. It’s the
beginning of Advent season and we discussed that importance and how it 



relates to the work of
restoring community and
creation to the land. We
shared in readings and
shared in singing. Oh yeah,
and we shared in food and
hot drink! It is a family and
friends event and if you
missed it, please mark you
calendar for the first
Saturday of December next
year. It is a great way to
end the Blue Heron year and
to begin the year-end (or
year-beginnings)
celebrations of Christmas
and New Years.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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