
  
Click to view this email in a browser

Blue Heron Ministries on Facebook                    website: http://blueheronministries.org

Seeding the New Creation - by Nate Simons 
(This concept and large chunks of this article are taken directly from Jesus: A Theography
by Leonard Sweet and Frank Viola.) 

Good Friday fell on April 19, Holy Saturday was on April 20, Easter landed on April 21 this
year, and Earth Day was and is April 22. Good Friday is the day followers of Jesus
remember and observe the crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus. Easter is the roving
spring day (northern hemisphere) that Jesus-followers celebrate his resurrection from the
grave and cosmic victory over sin and death some 1,990 years ago. Earth Day, initiated
in 1970, is a day North American folks celebrate environmental victories and bring
attention to the earth’s environmental issues. 

But, what about Holy Saturday? I was, until this year, unfamiliar with this day except that
it is the day between Good Friday and Easter. 

In my personal preparation for Easter this year, I incidentally timed my reading of Jesus:
A Theography such that the chapters on Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection coincided
with the holidays. Perfect timing. Holy Saturday is the day that the early church (and
today, those who follow Catholic and Eastern Orthodox traditions), celebrated Jesus’ rest
in the earth. 

Here is where my eyes were opened to new meaning. At the risk of messing this concept
up, let me quote heavily from the authors. 

The story of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection is a three-day story. But the middle
day is hardly ever mentioned as part of the story. No theology of atonement and
redemption is complete with[out] an account of No-Name Saturday. But Holy
Saturday is hard to celebrate because it is based upon the reality that Jesus died.
For a while He actually entered into death and was swallowed by the grave. But
there is no resurrection without death. 

What did Jesus do when he lay dead in the tomb? He turned the tomb into the
womb of life, and He planted in that womb the ticking time bomb of a new heaven
and a new earth…This was the earth’s baptism…as the last Adam went down into
the earth to die and then rose as a new creation. (page 253) 

And again. 

But there is another significance to Holy Saturday that, if fully understood, would
make it the true earth Day, the greening of creation and the eruption of the eternal
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garden, filled with the Word of the Lord and the beauty of holiness. First Anastasis
[Greek for “resurrection”…had to look that one up] should be one of the most
important liturgical celebrations of the Christian calendar. In the words of
theologian Daniel O’Leary, who has elaborated on this aspect of Holy Saturday most
powerfully, on the silent day between His crucifixion and resurrection, “Jesus was
still accomplishing his most precarious mission.” It was this mission that expanded
the horizons of Easter hope to include all creation. 

Jesus’ first action after His death was not to go up, but to go down, the Word sown.
Jesus descended before He ascended. Before Jesus sky-rocketed out of the
universe, He sowed it with His divine life, seeds of expectation to germinate in the
heart of creation. In short, before leaving the earth, Jesus completed the
incarnation, the nonhuman as well as the human one. He went into the heart of the
earth and seeded its core with His resurrection presence, with the Word of His
Spirit. In this way he freed creation itself from its depravity. He restored its original
beauty and goodness. He transformed the earth from the inside out, making
possible that “all flesh shall see the salvation of God” [Luke 3:6] and the fulfillment
one day of “a new heaven and a new earth.” [Revelation 21:1] (pages 256 and
257) 

And this. 

In terms of where we are in history and the backcloth against which we see time,
we live on the other side of Easter Sunday. But it’s still Holy Saturday. When we
take on the resurrected Christ, we take on His mission in the world, a mission to
carry that resurrection light into the darkest of places and to break down the gates
of hell. As the resurrection of Christ is on-going, our harrowing of hell is ongoing.
The church conspires against the powers and principalities of this world who wage
their last-ditch campaigns of crime against humanity [and against His Creation] and
sins against the Holy Spirit. 

…These harrowing times that often seem seem to be winning have already been
defeated. The power of the resurrection overcomes all darkness. Those who walked
in darkness have seen a great light--the light to the Gentiles and the glory to Israel.
As best we can, we prophesy our way forward to the final, universal Easter Sunday.
Until that day, we are either “for” or “against.” There are no noncombatants. (page
258) 

I couldn’t help but think
how appropriate our work
to steward creation fits
snuggly into that
metaphor of Holy
Saturday…even as the
seeds of prairie plants we
sowed over the winter
and that lay dormant just
below the surface of the
soil, we wait in great
anticipation for
germination and the
establishment of a new
prairie. And how our work
of caring for creation
within Lakes Country
foreshadows and sheds
light on the truth that
one day all things will be

made new. The mission of Blue Heron Ministries is to build communities where creation is
kept; and to keep creation so that community may be restored.



Holy Saturday was a cold, rainy day. It rained the entire day until just before sunset
when the sun peered out beneath the clouds for a few short moments. And appropriately
the sunrise on Easter Sunday was brilliant and clear. Did and do you see it?

April Fires Bring Summer Flowers - by Nate Simons 
…And on Earth Day Blue Heron Ministries celebrated by conducting prescribed fires,
of course. In order to make progress on our long list of controlled burns (somewhere
between 35 and 40 this spring), we split our crew and equipment and burned four sites
that day. 

Throughout March and April, our services were used to help take care of Conservation
Reserve Program acres, as well as, fire-dependent fens, prairie restorations, native prairie
remnants, and open oak woodlands. The fires ranged in size from a few tenths of an acre
to 330 acres. And when we get the opportunity to train others in the art of using fire to
assist in the restoration of creation, the day is even better!

Thanks to the Blue Crew for a good, long season (we have a couple more to go)! Thanks,
Phil Bieberich, John Brittenham, Peter Bauson, Josh Hall, Gary Wappelhorst, Shelby
Holsinger, and Nate Simons. And thanks to Mike Holcomb, Gene Huss, Fred Wooley, Tina
Flanigan, Dave Drogos, and Will Rockey for ably assisting the crew with fire when we
needed to tackle large fires or split into two or more crews to complete multiple fires on a
good fire day.

John Monger of Elkhart County Parks receives instruction from Nate before going solo
with the head fire at Boot Lake Nature Preserve.



John Monger of Elkhart County Parks at Boot Lake Nature Preserve.



Josh Hall watches a slow-moving backing fire at Scott Weaver’s Grand River Fen. A slow
fire was prescribed to allow any emerged Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnakes to escape the
flames.



Shelby lights a strip head fire in an open oak woodland at Lake County Park’s Farrara
Savanna.



Fred Wooley widens the downwind side of the backing fire at the fen at his residence in
northeast Steuben County.

Making Connections in Clear Lake Township - by Nate Simons 
It was nothing but a less-than-poor quality soybean field when we purchased our first 10
acres of sand at what would become Badger Barrens. That was in 2006. We added to it.
And we restored a black oak barrens community to the sandland. The wild blue lupine
display there has been a perennially-favorite view for folks who can’t get enough of a sea
of blue in mid-May. 

When three lakefront lots became
available across the lane at Mirror Lake,
we purchased those, too. The lots,
partially-shaded by white and black oak
trees, surprised us by spontaneously
producing Indiana’s largest patch of the
State-endangered pale vetchling
peavine.

Long-time friend of Blue Heron
Ministries, Peg Zeis, gave to Blue Heron
Ministries a conservation easement on
her Lake Anne lots and woodland. 

Another friend, Gary and Judy
Johnston, decide they wanted in on
some of the lupine action on their
sandland adjacent to Clear Lake. They named their generations’-owned piece Father Land
in honor of her dad and our Lord. Blue Heron Ministries planted a lupine prairie there in
December 2017. This might be the first May for lupines there. 

Patron and conservation partner Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy, Inc. then 
acquired a piece of wet sand across the road from the Johnstons. The 8-acre Borton
Wetland Nature Preserve drains into the Alvin Patterson ditch that flows through
Johnston’s Father Land and into Clear Lake. 

Connections across the landscape make ecological sense when it comes to conservation
biology and ecological restoration. The more land that is connected and stewarded and
restored, the greater the opportunities for diversity of and sanctuary for the region’s
native flora and fauna. 

Connections between friends and patrons and partners make for good community, as
well. And so, I received two e-mails from Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy, Inc.’s
board member Rich Eckert letting me know that two opportunities to make additional
connections were on the horizon. 

Long story short, Blue Heron Ministries signed a purchase agreement for another half-
acre lot on Mirror Lake and the 24-acre Headacres Farm within months of each other. We
took the project to the December meeting of the President Benjamin Harrison
Conservation Trust Fund and came home with a promise to fund $60,000 of the
acquisition costs! They liked the idea of connecting three lakes through the existing
partnerships, conserving more pale vetchling peavine habitat, creating sand barrens
complete with blue lupines and creating opportunities for passive recreation through
partners’ connecting trail system.
 



The 2019 closing dates have not been set yet, but we are in need of the remaining funds
in order to pay cash for the properties. The closing and acquisition costs will be an
additional $80,000. We are looking for partners who see the value of these ecological and
community connections and would be willing to assist with funding. If you can afford to
assist or have questions about this project, please call Nate Simons 260/316-2498 to
discuss. And thank you in advance for your generosity and your vision.

 



To register or sign-up for this year-long course, email Interpretive Naturalist Nicky Ball at
niball@dnr.in.gov or call the Nature Center at 260-833-3506. Space is limited to 15
people. 

Upcoming Events

Wildflower Walk at La Tierra - May 4th at 8:30 AM
Join Interpretive Naturalist Fred Wooley at the LaTierra Sanctuary for a walk over
preserve trails. Bring binoculars and any favorite plant or bird guides to confirm our
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discoveries. Dress for the weather. We can
enjoy the freshness of a new growing
season in any weather (other than a
thunderstorm!). This leisurely-paced
discovery walk is the perfect way to take
note of the blessings of nature around us. 

From Fremont, travel east on SR 120. Turn
right on Cope Rd/1000 E, (depending on
your navigator) which is also the IN/MI
state line. La Tierra is approximately 1/2
mile south. A map is available here.

Blue Heron Ministries - Past, Present, Future - Thursday
June 6th at 6:30 PM
What:  An informal get-together for ALL friends of Blue Heron Ministries 

Purpose:  Revisit the Past, Participate in the Present, Invest in the Future  

Join us for this informal opportunity to learn more about Blue Heron Ministries
beginnings.  We want to encourage attendance by ALL current Friends of Blue Heron
Ministries and welcome new friends who may be interested in land
conservation, preservation, and restoration.  This is a great time for old friends to
get reacquainted and revisit those early days, too.  

Understand the current status of Blue Heron Ministries in the conservation
community.  Learn about the land we own and the land we protect and restore. 
Meet the Blue Crew and learn of their work.  Understand the goal of land acquisition
and share ideas for fund raising so that we might be able to own the land and why
that is important. 

Help us plan events and activities of interest to you, your families, and friends. 

Learn of our hopes and dreams for the future.  Assist in developing a (fast-forward)
picture of and share your vision for where Blue Heron Ministries could be in five
years. 

Where: Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes, 2955 W. Orland Rd. Angola, IN  

When: Thursday evening, June 6 at 6:30. Light refreshments and desserts will be
served. 

Please R.S.V.P. so that we know how many places to set. Phone or text: 260/316-2498.
E-mail stuartbheron1@hotmail.com.

Help Us Recover the Lost Rattlesnake Master! -
Saturday, June 15th at 1 PM
Rattlesnake Master (Eryngium yuccifolium), last seen in the 1990’s by IDNR Div. of
Nature Preserves’ botanist, Mike Homoya, has disappeared from its former LaGrange
County home A little prairie savanna located within property owned by Pigeon River Fish
and Wildlife Area once was graced by the presence of this unusual-looking prairie plant.
Shade, in the form of the exotic invasive Autumn Olive has eliminated the prairie native.
We hope that the seed and/or dormant plant propogules is still in the soil awaiting space
and sunlight for release. The slow work of removing Autumn Olive began a few years
ago. 

Join us as we learn about the threat of Autumn Olive to our native plant communities and
as we wield brushcutters and herbicide-filled daubers to do battle against the foe. Bring
loppers and dress appropriately. 
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We'll meet at the Chapel (2955 W. Orland Rd.
Angola, IN 46703) at 1PM and carpool/caravan to
the site.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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