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Restoring Blood - by T.M. Moore
Christ's blood restores the structure and entirety of the cosmos. 

Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world
to Himself…   
- 2 Corinthians 5.18, 19 

Now the careful words of repentance must be said for me. He from whom I hope for the
stole of immortality and the ring of dignity, who for my arrival slays the fattened calf from
the herd, whose blood restored the structure of the whole world…   
- Moucan, “Prayers”, Irish, 8th-9th century[1] 

We do well to remember that God sent Jesus out of His unfathomable love for the world
(Jn. 3.16). 

When Jesus advised Nicodemus that God loved the world, He meant precisely that. He
meant the cosmos, the whole created order – the far-flung stars and planets, the soaring
clouds and majestic hills, the roaring deeps, and every infinitesimally small creature and
thing. 

He meant the world of human beings, together with their culture, societies, institutions,
families, languages, stories, and stuff. God loves the world, even though much of the
world is locked in the grip of sin and rebellion. 

And the blood which Jesus shed, sent by the Father’s love, is intended for the restoration
of the world. 

God made the world and everything in it; He loves what He made and grieves, as it were,
at the ruin our sin inflicts on His creation. 

Evidence of God’s love for the world is everywhere apparent. The mere continuance of all
created things depends on God. The beauty of the creation, its grandeur and glory, all its
goodness, bounty, and mystery – all indicate God’s continuing love for what He made,
and what He sent His Son to redeem. 

Moucan understood this profound truth: the blood of Christ restores the structure and the
entirety of the cosmos. It begins by cleansing the souls of those who believe, and flows

TweetLike 0 Share

http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/1491091/91495a9690/TEST/TEST/
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BlueHeronMinistries/91495a9690/1949c1787e/911777ddb5
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BlueHeronMinistries/91495a9690/1949c1787e/d95a0468f3
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fhosted.verticalresponse.com%2F1491091%2F91495a9690%2F578351141%2F1949c1787e%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Rustling%20Grass%20(newsletter)%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhosted-p0.vresp.com%2F1491091%2F91495a9690%2FARCHIVE%23.XSvoczcNBVs.twitter


from there into all our relationships, roles, and responsibilities, all our work and culture,
even the very land and its creatures entrusted to our care. 

The creation awaits the blood-bought liberty of the sons and daughters of God, that they
might bring that restoring power to bear on every aspect of life and the cosmos. 

We work and pray for partial restoration now, but we know full and complete restoration
is coming, because of the blood of Jesus. The new heavens and new earth, where
righteousness dwells, will only be possible because of Jesus, Whose blood takes away the
sin that blights the cosmos. 

How great is the love of God for you? How powerful to cleanse and renew is the precious
blood of Jesus? How much power is in the blood to make you an agent of restoration
everywhere you go, with everyone you meet, for every situation and all of life? 

Only consider, that the crimson drippings of that hideous cross ensured the complete re-
creation of the vast cosmos in God’s good time, and you will surely understand in a new
way how deep, how strong, how sure, how limitless, and how completely transforming is
the blood of Jesus for you. 

And with that blood coursing through the veins of your spirit, the only limits on restoring
power are whatever you have not yet dared to think or ask (Eph. 3.20). 

Psalm 98.4-9 (Duke Street: Come, Let Us Sing unto the Lord) 

Raise to the Lord your loudest voice! 
Break forth and sing! Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Praise, praise to You, our God and King, 
With all our hearts and strength we bring! 

Now the let the whole creation ‘round 
Burst into song with joyous sound! 
Jesus will come to judge the earth; 
Let all proclaim His matchless worth! 

Thank You, Lord Jesus, that Your blood restores my soul, my life, my all! 

To subscribe to T.M.’s thrice-weekly meditations go to
https://www.ailbe.org/columns/crosfigell and click “subscribe.”

A Harbinger of Spring - By Nate Simons
The first Robins. The return of Turkey Vultures (March 15
this year). The first Chorus Frog and Spring Peeper calls
(heard them in February). The return of flocks of Sandhill
Cranes (two weeks early this year). Cornsnow. The first
bug splat on the windshield. As I work outside in late
winter, I get to observe the first promises that spring is
just around the corner. One harbinger of spring I look
forward to witnessing is the flowering of the American
Hazelnut. 

A member of the Birch family, the American Hazelnut (Corylus americana) is a cousin of
the European Filbert (Corylus avellana). Like the cultivated filbert whose flavorful nuts
appear in grocery stores between Thanksgiving and Christmas, the American Hazelnut
also produces tasty kernels. Unfortunately the about-as-big-as-your-pinky-fingernail
nutmeats are comparatively small. But as a source of wild edibles, hazelnuts are a
delicacy. 

Hazelnuts are widely distributed from Maine to Saskatchewan and south from Georgia to
Oklahoma. Throughout Indiana, hazelnuts can be found growing in moist or dry

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BlueHeronMinistries/91495a9690/1949c1787e/c0c7fb4dc3


conditions. In northeast Indiana, the species is adapted to
dry prairies and open oaky woods, as well as, mucky-
marly fen wetlands. Its frequent habitat seems to be
neglected fencerows. 

The American Hazelnut is an indicator of oak savanna
habitat. Growing in proximity to the gnarly, spreading
branches of widely-spaced white, black, or bur oaks,
enough sunlight penetrates the open canopy of the
scattered oak trees to allow for patches of hazelnuts to
colonize. In fact, this species was often mentioned by
surveyors in the 1830’s as they traversed the open oak
woodlands of northeast Indiana scouting and measuring
the land for sale to settlers. Of the land that eventually
became Pokagon State Park in Steuben County, the
surveyor commented: “Tremendous hills—thinly timbered
with Oak, some Ash, Poplar, Lynn also—Sassafras, Hazel
& Grapevine thickets—.“ 

Reaching a height of 10-15
feet, the hazelnut often forms
an impenetrable colony of suckering stems. The suckering
habit indicates that the nutty shrub is well-adapted and
created to respond positively to the historically-frequent fires
that regenerate oak ecosystems. Not a candidate for home
landscaping, the species is best reserved for shrub boarders
and wildlife habitat plantings. There the spreading character
can best do its job as nesting habitat for openland birds and
as a food source for squirrels and chipmunks. 

Shrub stems are beset with alternate, doubly-toothed leaves
that are a good green in the summer and change to dull
yellow with a splash of maroon in autumn. Male flowers are
born in 2-inch long cylindrical clusters called “catkins” and
form a full year in advance of the fruit. In winter, the
prominent, drooping catkins are a good identifying feature of
American Hazelnut. As a harbinger of spring, the catkins
begin to elongate when daytime temperatures consistently

reach 40 degrees. The female flowers are a small cluster of red strap-like stigmata born
on the same stems as the male flowers. Elongating catkins allow pollen to be wind-driven
to the awaiting female flowers. The developing fruit are enclosed by two leathery husks or
involucres. In October clusters of 2-4 brown, husk-covered nuts adorn the hazelnut shrub
and are ready for the picking. But you better get there fast, as the nuts do not hang long
and are eagerly consumed by opportunistic savanna rodents. 

This “spring” the male Hazelnut flowers began to elongate in late February and the red
female flowers blossomed in early March. And they are still blooming as a reminder that
spring has sprung! I am thankful that we can count on the Creator of the heavens and the
earth to bring us spring…no matter what it looks like. 

“As long as the earth remains, there will be planting [spring] and harvest [fall], cold and
heat, summer and winter, day and night.” Genesis 8:22

Fire in the Woods! - by Benjamin Aberle
Two phrases going around Blue Heron Ministries lately go: “fire is the default condition”
and “justify why you are NOT burning, not why you are.”  We picked these up from the
Nature Conservancy’s Doug Ladd, the excellent keynote speaker at a prescribed fire
conference that we recently attended.  These words resonated with me as I dripped a
string of fire through an oak woods at Pigeon River Fish & Wildlife Area a couple of weeks
ago. 



The Oak-Hickory forest is an icon of Lakes Country.  What would our lakefronts, rivers
and parks be without great oaken boughs hanging over them?  It is easy to think that this
is how the land has always been or will always be.  But it may surprise you to know that
they are now in a state of decline.  Believe it or not, but this is largely because we have
not been setting them on fire. 

The historic oak lands of this region are not believed to have been as thickly wooded as
they are now but were once a grand oak savanna, containing a mosaic of black oak
barrens, white oak openings, burr oak plains and open oak woodlands.  This grassland,
with scattered oaks, was kept open by frequent fires conducted by Native Americans.  As
the Indians were replaced by pioneers in the 1830s the savanna was divided into parcels
which were either cleared and farmed or allowed to grow into forest.  Legions of oak
grubs long suppressed by fire were now released and their vigorous growth supplied the
timber needed for the oncoming waves of development.  The largest open-grown oaks
that we have today are products of that time. 

Without fire on a regular basis our oak woods have overgrown themselves.  A closed
canopy has resulted in shady, moist conditions in which shade-tolerant species such as
Maple prevail. 

Without fire, a shrub layer full of invasive species grows unchecked, choking out any sign
of life beneath them.  Without fire, the competitive advantages that have given oaks
dominance for thousands of years no longer apply.  People raised in a culture afraid of
forest fire now believe that deeply shaded or densely tangled woods are natural. 

An oak woods without fire is not natural and will not sustain itself.  Ever since the last
glacier retreated 12,000 years ago people have lived here and have been burning the
land.  The prairie, savanna and oak woodland developed here in large part because of the
use of fire.  The plants and animals that call this part of Indiana home are the ones who
have adapted to a fire regime of millennia.  We are not preserving anything natural or
normal by keeping fire off the land and in letting our wild places go untouched.  Instead,
we are creating a new world less resilient, diverse, and productive than the one that came
before it. 

On your next hike at Pokagon State Park or your next trip down the Pigeon River take a
moment to gaze upon the oak trees.  Take in their beauty, consider their value (both to
wildlife and yourself) and reflect upon how they came to be there.  Connect yourself to
the ancient thread of people who came before you and who will come long after you are
gone.  Then remember: “fire is the default condition” and “why are we not burning?” 

“The land [present day Fremont area] was much of it oak openings, the trees were some
distance apart and the fire ran through them every year and kept down the young trees
so that one could see a long ways in the smooth, level ground…” (pg. 296, History of
Steuben County: 1885)

Blue Heron Ministries fields a team in Southwest Michigan Team
Birdathon - by Fred Wooley

The working reach of Blue Heron
Ministries covers natural areas as far as
southwest Michigan. Now, this spring,
part-time employee Fred Wooley will be
reaching into the region as a part of a
team fundraising effort for Blue Heron
Ministries in the 29th Annual Southwest
Michigan Team Birdathon held on May

13. 

This is the first year that Blue Heron Ministries will field a team, the Blue Herons! The
team’s name is a no-brainer, right?! Wooley is no stranger to Team Birdathon,



representing a couple of different
teams over the 29-year birdathon
history. About 20 teams will be
participating, raising funds for a variety
of nature centers and conservation
organizations. 

You can support the Blue Herons by
making a pledge per bird species or a
flat 
contribution. Wooley’s teams typically
average about 125 species each year
(we’re talking the peak of migration

here!). So, pledging a nickel a bird would come
to $6.50. A dime a species would come to $12.50
donation. You can also challenge Wooley and his
team with your favorite bird for an extra $5 extra
pledge! 
You will be notified of the Blue Heron’s success
and your pledge amount after the May 13 event.
All donors will be thanked in the June issue of
Rustling Grass and on our website. As always,
your contribution is tax deductible as allowed by
law. 

Funds raised by the birdathon will go towards the
establishment of an endowment with the Steuben
County Community Foundation for the perpetual
care and management of our LaTierra Sanctuary. 

To make your pledge, please E-mail Fred Wooley
at fwooley@frontier.com, or send a note (or
check for flat pledge, made out to Blue Heron
Ministries) to Blue Heron Ministries, 2955 West Orland Road, Angola, Indiana, 46703.
Include your name, mailing address, and pledge amount (and which bird for an extra
$5.00, if you wish!). Please do so by May 12. Thank you!

Excerpts from our Fire History - Benjamin Aberle
Indians did not limit their use of fire to the historic prairies and openings of Steuben
County and Northeastern LaGrange County.  Pioneers to more wooded areas in LaGrange
and Noble Counties also encountered a landscape maintained by fire: one in which the
understory was kept relatively free of brush. 

Source: Counties of LaGrange and Noble: Historical and Biographical. Weston A.
Goodspeed. F.A. Battey & Co. Publishers, Chicago. 1882. 

Van Buren Township - Scott - LaGrange County (p. 173): 

“…the first settlement was made east of the village, on land then well timbered, but
remarkably clear from underbrush, owing to the fires started by the Indians. Here the
grass grew luxuriantly, which was as near as could be had to milk in the absence of kine
[cows, archaic], and the trees were full of wild honey.”  

Oak Openings of Noble County (p. 30-31): 

“It was the custom of the Indians to burn the woods, marshes and prairies, each spring, 
and this annual burning kept down the under growth, so that on the openings nothing
was left to obstruct the view, except the large trees scattered here and there. In many
places, where today a second growth of timber completely covers the ground, the
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openings then were like an
open prairie, with here and
there a giant oak. 

No more enchanting scene
was ever presented to the
human eye than these
openings 
in the spring. As far as the
eye could reach was spread
out a scene of surpassing
loveliness. The tender grass
just springing up and
spreading a carpet of green
over the whole landscape,
which was further beautified
by flowers of every hue… 

…Talk of your flower-
gardens or your parks, or
anything that man has
made in his weak efforts to
imitate nature ! To one who has seen the oak openings of Noble County, in all their
pristine glory and loveliness, man's imitations are tame and insipid.” 

John Mayfield - Noble Township - Noble County (p. 461): 

“He and Jonah E., his brother, took great pains to show the writer of this sketch the great
changes that have taken place in the vicinity of their homes since they were boys. One
place where they once hauled marsh hay on a sled is now grown over with oak trees sixty
feet high and at least sixteen inches in diameter. At the time they hauled the hay there
was not a stick of timber there large enough for an ox-gad.” 

Eden/Clearspring Township - Hawpatch - LaGrange County: 

p. 14: “In the southwest corner of Clearspring, and the southeast of Eden, is a tract of
land of some four thousand acres, known as the Hawpatch.  This, when first settled by
the white man, was sparsely covered by oak, hickory, and hawthorn, and presenting a
most enticing prospect to the pioneer.” 

p. 190: “But the country about Haw Patch was so free from underbrush that roads were
easily made.”   

p. 184: “At the opening of the country to settlement, it was densely covered by beautiful
forests, in which sugar maple and black walnut were most abundant, and remarkably free
from small growths, except hawthorn and wild grapes. The abundance of the hawthorn
was the most striking peculiarity of the region, and gave rise to the name by which it is
so widely known.”

Hospitality needed, please!
Our summer intern program continues this year. A young man from Purdue University will
be joining us from mid-June through mid-August. Would anyone be willing to host him for
the summer? Please call Nate Simons 260/316-2498 for details. Thanks!

Upcoming Events

Butterfly Monitoring Training - April 21st and May 20th



Do you enjoy butterflies? Are you interested in being
part of efforts to assess the current state of butterfly
populations in your area? Then Blue Heron Ministries
needs you! 

A team from Blue Heron Ministries, in partnership
with the Michigan Butterfly Network, will be kicking
off our third annual butterfly monitoring program. 

The classroom session will be held Friday, April 21st
from 6-9PM, at the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes
(2995 W. Orland Rd Angola, IN 46703). The outdoor
training will be on Saturday, May 20th from 1-3PM.
Come learn how to identify butterflies in our area
and learn how this information is being used as part
of a nationwide citizen science butterfly monitoring
program to assess the current health of butterfly
populations and their surrounding habitats. 

At this year’s event, participants will: learn how to
identify the most common butterflies in our area,

learn how to conduct butterfly surveys following a nationally used protocol, learn how to
enter this data on-line into a national data base, and participate in an outdoor
demonstration of the protocol. 

Mark your calendars now, and join us for this great opportunity! Contact John Brittenham
at johnbrittenham@gmail.com for more information or to learn how to register for this
event.

Greeting Earth Day at LaTierra - Saturday, April 22 at 8AM
What better place to start off and recognize
Earth Day, Saturday, April 22, than a walk
at Blue Heron Ministries' LaTierra
Sanctuary? 

Join interpretive naturalist Fred Wooley and
Blue Heron Ministries at the LaTierra
Sanctuary for an early morning walk over
preserve trails on this special day, at this
special time of year, in this special nature
preserve. Bring binoculars and dress for
weather. The leisurely-paced discovery walk
will be a perfect way to begin Earth Day,
welcome spring, and take note of the
blessings of nature around us. Hikers will search for spring migrating birds above,
blooming wildflowers below and all nature in-between. 

The preserve is located on CR 1000 East, one-half mile south of SR 120, six miles east of
Fremont. (3845 N 1000 E Fremont, IN 46737)

Volunteer stewardship opportunity - Orchid Planting at Duff Lake
Fen! Sunday, April 23 beginning at 12:30pm

LaGrange County Parks received a Ralph E. Taylor Conservation Fund grant from the
Steuben County Community Foundation to plant 100 Lady’s Slipper Orchids at the Duff
Lake Fen Restoration project. 

Join us as we find and dig new homes for these 7-year old, nursery-grown beauties. The
planting conditions will be saturated and mucky. Bring appropriate footwear and your
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favorite or soil knife or spade. 

Meet at the lodge at Pine Knob Park on State Road 120, 2.5 miles
east of Howe, IN.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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