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Orange Natives - By Nate Simons 
When the first heat of summer arrives each year so does one of the less common colors
in the prairie landscape. Orange. In northeast Indiana one can count on less than two
hands the number of prairie wildflower species that are that color. There may 
be more, but I can only think of six: spotted touch-me-not or jewelweed (Impatiens 
capensis), butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja
coccinea), orange fringed orchid (Plantathera ciliaris), Michigan lily (Lilium michiganense),
and prairie lily (Lilium philadelphicum). 

In late June and July my original favorite prairie flower, butterfly milkweed, blooms in 
the dry prairies. At
the same time, the
rarest of our orange
flowers blooms in a
single wet prairie in
LaGrange County.
Lee Casebere,
former assistant
director of the IDNR
Division of Nature
Preserves, alerted
me to the prairie lily
in 2016. In a
telephone
conversation, he
directed me perfectly
to the spot he
remembered seeing
them years before
while exploring fens
in northeast Indiana.
That year, thirteen plants put on a vivid display of vertical orange trumpets bugling in the
sunshine. Last year less than ten flowers appeared. 

This year, I got to enjoy the beauty of fifteen individuals flowering in an area the size of
two basketball courts touching end to end. 

Curious as to how rare this orange native might be, I checked Charles Deam’s Flora of
Indiana. Traveling to every township in Indiana during the early twentieth century, Deam
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meticulously documented locations of every native and non-native plant he found. Letter
codes plotted within counties on a state map indicate the presence of a 

dried and pressed voucher
specimen stashed away in an
herbarium in Indiana
somewhere. The then range of
the prairie lily was in LaGrange
and Allen Counties in northeast
Indiana and Lake, Porter,
LaPorte, St. Joseph, Newton,
Jasper, Pulaski, Fulton, and
Cass Counties in northwestern
Indiana. He might have missed
a spot or two or the population
might have disappeared, but in
1894 W. B. Van Gorder reported
in a paper entitled Flora of
Noble County, that the prairie
lily was ”very plentiful in York
and Sparta Townships.” Another
conversation with Lee confirmed
what I had suspected. The
LaGrange County population
was the only one we are aware
of in northeast Indiana. 

Still curious, I called Tom Post,
northwest Indiana’s regional
ecologist with the Division of

Nature Preserves, to get a feeling for how many sites remain in his neck of the woods.
Interestingly, having just returned from a field trip to the German Methodist Cemetery
Prairie Preserve in Lake County where he spotted a population of the prairie lily, Tom
could come up with just three or four sites off the top of his head. 

Encouraged by Lee and Tom to keep digging (not the lilies), they recommended I contact
Mike Homoya, botanist for Division of Nature Preserves. An e-mail to Mike triggered
general responses from other copied staff that the species is indeed much rarer than
commonly thought. The idea emerged during the conversation that to get a better picture
of the current extent of the lily’s northwest Indiana range and population health, other
conservation organization, preserve owners, and land trusts…NICHES Land Trust and
Shirley Heinze Land Trust and The Nature Conservancy…should be contacted. 

Lilium philadelphicum does not currently make the list of rare, threatened, and
endangered plants and animals in Indiana. Though prestigious and honoring as it may be
to steward properties that contain species on the list, it is not a good thing to place new
species on that list. It is usually because the land is not cared for properly that plants and
animals wane and wink out. It is the humble steward who learns as much as he can about
an ecosystem and its pieces and parts in order to protect it, care for it, and provide space
for the other created beings. Raising awareness of plants that may be on the brink of
extirpation within those landscapes is a good step in the right direction to help bring them
back from the edge of the precipice. 

As a good reminder to me, the fact is that less than 1% of the earth’s pre-European
settlement prairie landscapes still exist. The lakes country of northeast Indiana once was
home to thousands of acres of these now incredibly-rare landscapes. A few acres remain
serving as repositories for the pieces and parts and as models for what good restoration
and good stewardship of the land could attain. 

What a joy it will be someday to see the return of native grasslands to the lakes country
of northeast Indiana…with their windswept grasses and sedges swaying in the breeze and
their orange prairie forbs basking in the light of these sun-drenched, fire-dependent



summertime landscapes! And
the orange prairie lily might be
my new favorite prairie flower.

Excerpts of What Once Was… Collected by Ben Aberle 
"It was the custom of the Indians to burn the woods, marshes and prairies, each spring,
and this annual burning kept down the under growth, so that on the openings nothing
was left to obstruct the view, except the large trees scattered here and there. In many
places, where to-day a second growth of timber completely covers the ground, the
openings then were like an open prairie, with here and there a giant oak". 

"No more enchanting scene was ever presented to the human eye than these openings in
the spring. As far as the eye could reach was spread out a scene of surpassing loveliness.
The tender grass just springing up and spreading a carpet of green over the whole
landscape, which was further beautified by flowers of every hue, and as you survey the
scene, a herd of deer appear in the distance, or the impudent prairie-wolf approaches just
near enough to be out of range of the trusty rifle — our inseparable companion in these
rambles. Nor should we forget to bring upon the stage as a part of the picture the native,
who once held undisputed control over all this land, nor dreamed that the day would
come when he would be driven from these scenes of his youth, and leave to desecration
the graves of his fathers. Talk of your flower-gardens or your parks, or anything that man
has made in his weak efforts to imitate nature! To one who has seen the oak openings of
Noble County, in all their pristine glory and loveliness, man's imitations are tame and
insipid".

(Counties of LaGrange and Noble: Historical and Biographical. Weston A. Goodspeed. F.A.
Battey & Co. Publishers, Chicago. 1882. pg 30-31.)



Third Week of July… Must Be Seed Collecting Time! - By
Fred Wooley 
Each season of the year brings new activities for the Blue Crew. Mid summer finds us
busy applying herbicide to the nasties that invade and threaten the integrity of
the natural areas we hope to enhance, restore, and protect. Reed canary grass,

purple loosestrife, cattails, phragmites,
and a shrub or two will draw the ire of
our resource management eyes and we
address them with carefully selected
and applied chemicals.

It is satisfying work to see the “bad”
plants wither and die; making room
and allowing sun and space for the
“good” plants that were previously, or
currently, there and being choked. Still,
the work is a “killing” of sorts, involves
chemicals, and can be messy, even
with all the protective clothing,
equipment, and techniques.

Next to planting seeds and potted
plugs, the most rewarding tasks we do,
most of the Blue Crew will tell you, is
seed collecting. It is a quiet task and
the most cumbersome equipment is
simply a five gallon bucket fastened by
your belt to your hip. We visit some of
these incredible natural areas in which
we get to work, or maybe just some
innocuous roadside ditch that happens
to have the target plant of the day. We
strip the seeds by hand or clip with a

knife and move from plant to plant, filling our bucket than a large bag. 

Now into July, certain species have passed the stage of blooming and brought forth their
seeds for the year. It’s time to clean out the buckets, locates the knives and bags and
develop a plan to visit the sites at just the perfect time to collect. Too soon and the
seeds are not mature enough,
too late and they have already
opened and dropped onto
surrounding soil. Seeds
dropping where they grew is not
a bad thing, but we like 
to intercept a few to take to
new places where our work has
restored the earth, now
receptive for the seeds of plants
that were once there.

I’m finding myself working part
time some days, which works
perfectly for seed collecting. I’m
given a site and off I go. An
early plant ready for collecting
is the beautiful spiderwort,
Tradescantia ohiensis. Just
weeks ago, their deep blue,
three-petal, bloom would open



in clusters in the soft light of early morning and evening, closing during the searing sun
and heat of midday. Now where there were clusters of blooms is a head of seed pods.

Director Nathan Simons sent me to collect at the planted prairie on his property. The 
bucket quickly filled as the seed heads are golf to tennis ball in size and pull easily from
the plant. As I was out there, I enjoyed the now blooming, purple, showy tick trefoil 

Desmodium canadense. I smile as it is
so pleasing to walk through right now.
Later when it goes to seed, the “stick
tight” fruit can be a huge nuisance as
they cling to your clothing by the
hundreds! 

I collected a few bucketfuls of
spiderwort seed heads and went up
into the Blue Heron Barn Loft to spread
them on the floor to dry. Already I saw
that fellow Blue Crew collector Brett
Bloom has been busy as several plant
trays were filled with a couple of
species of sedges. The season has
begun. I set up the drying racks and
organized the trays, turned on the fans,
and now the process begins.

If you would like to be a part of this
fun, Blue Heron Ministries has a
number of volunteer seed collecting
days where you too can get out and
into some very unique natural areas
and pick and pull and enjoy the

fellowship of fellow plant enthusiasts and Blue Heron supporters. Watch for these
opportunities in this and future newsletters and in e-mail notes. Come out and join us!
Even a day in the Desmodium is memorable!

Why Creation? - by T. M. Moore
Creation has a purpose, and Celtic Christians knew what it is. 

The Celtic Revival: Celtic Christian Worldview (4) 

For the eternal and omnipotent Creator of things, abiding always as Three and as One
without any diminution of His power – He alone, beyond time, preceded all He made.
Then, so that He might reveal through created things all the vast goodness and power
and benevolence which beforehand He had possessed within Himself, He divided the
unformed matter which He had made from nothing at the first into all the manifold
species of visible and invisible things – that is, things sensible and insensible, intellectual
and lacking intellect.   - Augustine Hibernicus, On the Miracles of the Holy Scripture (7th
Century)

All Your works shall praise You, O LORD,
And Your saints shall bless You. 
They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, 
And talk of Your power, To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, 
And the glorious majesty of His kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
And Your dominion endures throughout all generations.  
- Psalm 145.10-13 

The cosmos is here for a reason. It has a purpose. Things don’t exist for no reason. Those
who hold to an evolutionary and naturalistic view of life and the cosmos insist that no



ultimate meaning or purpose informs it all; the cosmos just is. Period.  

But the denial of any reason or purpose to the cosmos is merely a convenient way of
avoiding the question of God. Celtic Christians not only did not avoid the question of God,
they reveled in it. They reveled in Him. 

The thinkers of the Celtic Revival (ca 430-800 AD) believed the teaching of Scripture that
the eternal God made the cosmos and everything in it. And He did this with purpose: to
extend the infinite goodness and benevolence He enjoyed in Himself to creatures of His
own design and handiwork.  

Creation has a purpose, and the purpose is to know God in all His goodness, glory,
wonder, loving kindness, and power. 

The writer known as Augustine Hibernicus – “the Irish Augustine,” because the vast scope
of his work recalls that of Augustine of Hippo – echoes the teaching of Colum Cille and the
anonymous author of the Liber de Ordine Creaturarum. Creation is the product of God’s
will and power, for His purpose and glory, and to bring His goodness to “sensible” and
“intellectual” beings such as we, as well as to everything else. 

God declared His purpose in creating the cosmos throughout Genesis 1, where, from time
to time, He paused in His labors to pronounce His work “good” and ultimately “very
good.” Creation was good and is good still – though it groans under the burden of sin –
because God intends it should be so.  

And because it is good, creation witnesses to God, praising Him for His goodness and
inciting those who know Him to bless and glorify Him for His power, His mighty acts, His
glorious majesty, and His everlasting rule. 

In view of God’s purpose for His creation, we who believe in God have a threefold
responsibility. 

First, we must observe the goodness of God in creation (Prov. 25.2) God bears
continuous witness to His love for us and His power to care for and delight us. We must
not take creation for granted. Instead, let us listen, look, and learn from even the
humblest creatures what they would say to us about our Father’s love. Let us enjoy His
creation in all its goodness, delighting in all the details and doings of His creatures, great
and small. 

Second, we must become creation’s voice to the world, encouraging others to see and
enjoy the goodness we are learning to experience (cf. Ps. 148). The goodness of God in
creation can provide abundant conversation-starters. By voicing creation’s praise to our
fellow believers, we can encourage and edify one another; and by pointing out God’s
goodness in creation to those who do not know Him, we might help them to become more
aware of Him as well.  

Third, believers have a duty to liberate creation from the burden of sin (Rom. 8.18-22).
Creation groans to fulfill its purpose in sharing and declaring God’s goodness. Paul says it
awaits our coming to its aid, to tend, keep, value, appreciate, and improve its God-given
goodness. We are stewards of God’s creation. As much of it as has been entrusted to our
care, we must work with, to bring out its beauty and goodness through projects of
maintenance, development, conservation, and restoration. 

The creation – and everything made from it – is here for the purpose of declaring the
goodness, greatness, majesty, power, and love of God. But it depends on us, who know
the Lord, to discern, enjoy, and make use of creation’s goodness, and to be creation’s
voice in giving God the praise and thanks He deserves. 

Psalm 145.10-14 (Brother James’ Air: The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want) Your works
shall thank You; all Your saints shall bless and praise You, Lord. 
Your reign we bless without restraint; Your power fills our words. 



Our children we shall educate in all Your splendor, Lord. 

Your Kingdom evermore shall be; You reign forever, Lord! 
Your works You do so faithfully, according to Your Word. 
The falling You uphold and the oppressed You rescue, Lord!

To subscribe to T.M.’s thrice-weekly meditations go to
https://www.ailbe.org/columns/crosfigell and click “subscribe.”

Upcoming Events

Blue Heron Ministries Property Tour - August 3rd 9AM-4PM
Blue Heron Ministries will host a
day-long van/bus excursion to
travel to various properties that
BHM manages, in LaGrange and
Steuben Counties. We will see
properties various stages of
restoration and comment on
installation and management
techniques. We will bemoan not-so-
good results and celebrate great
results together.

Wear hiking attire, as the van will
be air-conditioned but the hikes
won't. 

We have decided to provide a boxed lunch during the tour. In order for us to
have an accurate count for lunch and to secure your space in the van, please
RSVP by July 27th to stuartbheron1@hotmail.com.

Feel free to forward to folks that might be interested!

Seed Collection - September 15th at 10am

We're going to head into the prairie earlier
again this year, for the fall harvest. We'll
be after some species that we normally
don't have the opportunity to gather in
October. 

Meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes (2955 W. Orland Rd) at 10AM and
carpool to the site(s). 

We have all the tools and buckets, just
bring your lunch.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep creation so that
community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes, a 501(c)
(3) organization. 
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Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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