
  
Click to view this email in a browser

Blue Heron Ministries on Facebook                    website: http://blueheronministries.org

Prairie Tour - 2018 By Fred Wooley 
Every other summer, in the heart of the growing season, Blue Heron Ministries offers a
free tour for any interested people to see some of our stewardship sites. It’s a chance to
see some of these great projects and the progress being made in restoration. It also gives
the Blue Crew a chance to look at their own work, visiting a number of sites on which we
work, in a single day. It’s sort of a day off from the normal daily routine of “gloving up” to
chemically take out non-native, invasive species. We get to see these areas in a different
light, a number of properties back to back, and through the eyes of our friends and
supporters who appreciate and are curious about the work we do. 

On Friday, August 3, a group of 20 folks of all ages met at the Blue Heron Ministries office
at the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes. With the generous support of Fairview Missionary
Church who loaned us two of their small buses, our group loaded up and was on the road
by 9 A.M. 

We made seven stops that day. The first was Bachelor Farm, northwest of Lake
Gage/Lime Lake where a 127-acre restoration is underway. It’s been a 9-year project and
a good, long-term relationship with John Bachelor. The two buses pulled up to the
property on Bachelor Road and looking out over a rolling prairie and Chair Factory 

Lake, we saw four
blue-shirted people
in the distance.
Group leader and
Blue Heron
Ministries’ Director
Nate Simons
identified them as
part of the Blue Crew
hand-wick-applying
herbicide to control
cattails in a remnant
prairie fen. As we
discussed the project
the field crew slowly
worked its way to
the roadside where
participants got a
first hand look at the
process of applying
herbicide to a cotton

http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/1491091/c441c264c8/TEST/TEST/%7BVR_HOSTED_LINK%7D
http://www.facebook.com/Blueheronland/
http://blueheronministries.org/


glove, over a protective rubber glove and then stroking the deadly juice against the
cattail stalks. It is effective and puts the herbicide just on the target plant.

Once the demonstration was over, the field crew peeled off gloves and projective
accessories and joined the group for the rest of the tour. Following the Bachelor project
we rode to the Lime Lake Nature Preserve northwest of Orland. Owned and managed by
Indiana Department of Natural Resources’ (IDNR) Division of Nature Preserves, this
beautiful preserve is a mix of high quality upland oak woods, sloping steeply down to an
equally high-quality prairie fen. It borders the north side of the sometimes stunning
turquoise blue, depending on lighting, Lime Lake. This site sees a regiment of prescribed
fire and careful herbicide applications via partnerships with the Division and restoration
contractors like Blue Heron Ministries and Fort Wayne’s Heartland Restoration Services.
The 96-acre preserve gets better every year. The quality of the natural area is so good it
has become one of our go-to sites for collecting oak savanna plant seeds in the fall.
Maybe you can join us on a return trip during one of our collecting days this fall. Watch in
Rustling Grass for details.

From Lime Lake, we traveled to the Nasby Fen Overlook Prairie within the Pigeon River
Fish and Wildlife Area in LaGrange County. It became sort of an off- road adventure to
get back to the edge of this special area, now in its twelfth year of intensive management
to restore an oak savanna ecosystem. The Nasby Fen Overlook Prairie is a perfect
example of Blue Heron Ministries working closely with the Division of Nature Preserves
and the Division of Fish and Wildlife of the IDNR to maintain a high quality natural area,
going beyond providing habitat for game animals. 

Provided box lunches and fellowship were then enjoyed at the Pigeon River F&W Area
headquarters in Mongo, Indiana. The next stop, just across the road was the home of
Blue Heron Ministries’ project leader, Phillip Bieberich. He welcomed us to what he
referred to as “World Headquarters of the Mongo Native Seed and Plant Propagation and
Production Nursery” (I may have embellished the title some). With a combination of two
greenhouses, numerous outside seed production beds, scattered prairie 
plantings of several
acres, a lot of time
and a lot of love,
Phillip has created
quite the project of
raising native plants.
He’s a stickler for
maintaining very
local genotype (all
seed for the nursery
stock was collected
within a four-county
area in northeast
Indiana) and it was a
treat to see the
extent of his
projects, many now
coming to full
bloom. 

It was then quite a
long drive into
southern Steuben County and to the Joel and Linda Conrad farm. The former 46-acre
cornfield planted in January 2016 was already 
showing the look and feel of a rolling, diverse, upland prairie. It is early yet, but it
appears this project is a definitive success story. 

Next stop was the ongoing projects of Glenavon (roughly Irish for “beautiful valley), the
beautiful Gooseneck Lake home of Elten and Carolyn Powers. The dozen or more year
relationship with the Powers’ has allowed the establishment and restoration of upland



prairie and wetland/ lakeside prairie near the town of Pleasant Lake. This 34-acre project
is really showing signs of improvement and has proven to be another valuable source of
summer and fall seed collecting.

The tour wrapped up in the far northeast corner of Steuben County and a visit to the
Patty Greist prairie and tree plantings on the south side of Clear Lake. This off the road,
hidden gem is a real oasis in the middle of agricultural ground and a very popular
recreational and residential lake in our county. 

It was a perfect, beautiful summer day for exploring these success stories. Watch for
future details and join us for the summer 2020 trip!

Standing on Solid Ground By Sarah Wilson
[Sarah has expressed an interest in pursuing a career as a park ranger or interpretive
naturalist. During our biennial Prairie Tour on August 3, Sarah was given the opportunity
to practice a bit and to “interpret” something of
her summer experience. Below are her notes from
her presentation while addressing folks at our first
stop: Bachelor Farms. The notes are printed with
her permission and at the request of folks who
attended the event.]                 

As I’ve entered into my last month of my
internship with Blue Heron Ministries, I have had
many thoughts of how the work we do relates to
our relationships with our Father. 
Out here at Bachelor's, it can be difficult to see the
quality of ground on which you’re stepping; cue to
me falling through the muck one too many times.
Sometimes, you believe what you’re seeing is firm
ground. But as soon as any weight is put on it, the
ground breaks and your boots are full of muck.
The opposite is also true. Sometimes the ground in
front of you can look like the most precarious. But, it is the firmest in the surrounding
area.

How frequently is this the same in our walks with God? In my own life, I’ve struggled with
trusting Him with my plans. I look around me to what looks like solid ground, and I
choose that even though He is leading me in a different direction. When we take our 
eyes off of God and His plans for us, we falter off the most solid path. We step into the 
muck of our own lives, sinking down and needing God to reach down and set us right
again.

We should want to stand on solid ground. While this goes for my work here at Bachelor's,
it also goes for my relationship with my Father. I want Him to guide me to His solid
ground while I learn to trust Him instead of choosing the path I think is best.

My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will I bless the LORD. (Psalm
26:12) 

Standeth - I stand upon a sure and solid foundation, being under the protection of God's
promise, and his almighty and watchful providence. 

Congregations - I will not only privately, but in the assemblies of thy people celebrate thy
praise.



Hot August…Fens By Nate Simons 
After the sedges and bulrushes have had their turn dominating the flora of northeast
Indiana fens, the dog days of August lay around and the green of the wet prairies
succumbs to the lavishness of brilliant color. 

Drifts and accents of
pink, mauve, white,
lavender, purple,
yellow and gold
punctuate the moist
landscapes creating
a painter’s palette of
striking beauty. 

Ohio goldenrod
(Solidago ohiensis
now Oligoneuron
ohioense), marsh
blazingstar (Liatris
spicata), shrubby
cinquefoil (Potentilla
fruiticosa now
Dasiphora fruticosa),
cowbane (Oxypolis
rigidior), mountain
mint
(Pycnanthemum
virginianum), wild

mint (Mentha arvensis), spotted joe pye weed (Eupatorium maculatum now Eutrochium
maculatum), tall ironweed (Vernonia altissima), fen thistle (Cirsium muticum), common
boneset (Eupatorium perfoliatum), tall sunflower (Helianthus giganteus), swamp
milkweed now rose milkweed (Asclepias incarnata). 

I think a prairie fen in August would be a great subject to be captured and painted in the
style of French Impressionist Claude Monet. 



In the brilliant sunshine and hot, humid air, pollinators of all shapes and types visit their
favorite nectar sources in hopes of gaining nourishment to continue the propagation of
their own kind. 

Occasional breezes
rustle and wave the
fen’s sedges while
the August forbs nod
and dance. 

Breezes in a fen in
August are a gift
from God. 

Cool groundwater
emerging finally in
the fen from places
high above, far away
and long ago springs
to the surface or
stays just below the
mucky soil surface. 

The contrast in
temperature
between one’s feet and one’s face in and August fen is remarkable. I bet at times it is
about 30 degrees different. 

One day, I think I will remove my rubber boots and try bare-foot walking in a fen…after
checking for Massasauga rattlesnakes first. 

Lumpiness still characterizes the fen floor in August. The hummucks of ant mounds and
burgeoning plant roots, a bane to those of us who attempt to remain upright while
venturing into these wet wonderlands, provide micro-homes for myriad flora and fauna. 

Sedge wrens sing and raise their families and fledge young ones and teach them how to
live and eat in their rich home. 

Isaiah the prophet, received visions from God and saw and wrote and hoped about the 
restoration of our earth when Jesus comes back to make things all new and all right…like
a fen in August (but maybe not so muggy!): 

Yes, there will be an abundance of flowers and singing and joy! 
The deserts will become as green as the mountains… 
There the Lord will display his glory, the splendor of our God… 

And when he comes, he will open the eyes of the blind and unplug the ears of
the deaf. The lame will leap like a deer, and those who cannot speak will sing for
joy! 
Springs will gush forth in the wilderness, and streams will water the wasteland. 
The parched ground will become a pool, and springs of water will satisfy the
thirsty land. 
Marsh grass and reeds and rushes will flourish… 

(Isaiah 35:2-7) 

Lakes country fens are the highlights of the prairie-oak continuum ecosystem. While head
down and immersed in the stewardship of these always-wet places, I often have to stop
and soak it all in…and marvel…and give thanks to our Father for the wonders of his
creation.



Creation as Revelation - by T. M. MOORE 
Creation shows us the greatness and goodness of God. 

Creation as Revelation 
The Celtic Revival: Celtic Christian Worldview (5) 

With grace the bright King of mysteries has revealed to us every wonder, that through
them we may understand Him – a bright protection –  and through the multitude of His
miracles. 

The King Who has made each creature in turn, visible and invisible: save for the King
Who made those things there is no king upon the earth.   
- Anonymous, Saltair na Rann (9thor 10thcentury)[1] 

…what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since
the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse…    

- Romans 1.19, 20 
In the afterglow of the Celtic Revival, as a kind of ecclesiastical sclerosis began to settle
on the churches in Ireland and elsewhere and the fires of revival had become but a
memory, certain leaders sought to recover and record key components of that revival, so
that the features of that revival and the teachings that fueled and sustained it would not
be lost to subsequent generations. 

Some turned to the arts – illuminated manuscripts and carved crosses – while others
wrote devotional literature, spiritual poems, and even a glossary of ancient words. Still
others tried to organize communities of the faithful around a commitment to rigorous
disciplines, seeking to recover some of the spiritual vigor of the early Irish monastics. 



One of the most beautiful of these post-Celtic Revival works is the Saltair na Rann.  

The writer of Saltair na Rann (The Psalter of the Quatrains) intended like Colum Cille
(in Altus Prosator) to give an overview of sacred history, from creation to the last days,
thus providing a summary of the Christian worldview that characterized this period. His
purpose was to magnify the God of creation and history, thereby to remind his readers of
the true focus and fount of their faith. 

The excerpt above continues our previous reflections on creation, here specifically 
mentioning both things “visible
and invisible” as having been
made by “the bright King of
mysteries.” Everything that
exists comes from the creative
work of God – His work of
creation in the beginning and
His ongoing work of bringing
things into being through the
processes He has established
for ruling the cosmos. And
everything that exists offers us
some glimpse into the mystery
of God, that we may know,
enjoy, worship, and serve Him
as He intends. 

Celtic Christians appreciated the
power of creation, and they
knew it could be a source of
great fear. They were familiar
with storms, wind, rough seas,
dangerous animals, poisonous
plants, and treacherous places.
The lorica (breastplate)poems
from earlier in this period call
upon the Lord to surround and
sustain believers, protecting
them from the dangers of
creation as they go about their daily tasks. 

The composer of Saltair na Rann saw in the glories and mysteries of creation – as well as
its dangers – insights to God. In “every wonder” of the created world was something that
could help us “understand Him.” In this the poet echoes Paul, seeing the creation as a
means by which God reveals Himself to men. 

If creation is a marvel of wonder upon wonder, how much more should we wonder and
marvel at Him Who “made each creature in turn”? If creation is to be feared, how much
more should He be feared Who made and rules creation? No king on earth can protect us
from the power of creation, when its dangers overwhelm us. But the King of mysteries is
King even of creation, and all His works and wonders teach us to know Him as the One
Who by His unfathomable grace protects His people from all dangers and fears. 

God provides “a bright protection” for those who know Him. Creation in its powers –
including the power of natural death – may indeed overwhelm us, but beyond creation
lies the eternal brightness of God and His unseen Kingdom. Nothing in creation and no
earthly king or power can keep us from attaining to the eternal brightness of God,
brightness which we see radiating and shimmering throughout creation, and which speaks
to us of God’s great strength and protecting love, brightness from the then and there
which we may enter and enjoy every moment of our here and now. 



The writer rests in the sovereign power and love of the God of creation:   

The King Who rules over cold and heat,   
my true King Who watches over me,   
it is He Who has established every division,   
the King beyond reckoning, beyond telling. 

He is truly the King of mysteries. Every mystery and wonder of creation speaks to us of
God’s bright protection and unrivaled power. 

And the greatest mystery of all is that He has made and cares for us.

Psalm 19.1-4 (St. Christopher: Beneath the Cross of Jesus) 
The heav’ns declare God’s glory, the skies His work proclaim!  
From day to day and night by night they shout His glorious Name!  
No speech, no words, no voice is heard, yet all across the earth  
The lines of His all-present Word make known His holy worth.

To subscribe to T.M.’s thrice-weekly meditations go to
https://www.ailbe.org/columns/crosfigell and click “subscribe.”

Upcoming Events

Seed Collection - September 15th at 10am

We're going to head into the prairie earlier
again this year, for the fall harvest. We'll
be after some species that we normally
don't have the opportunity to gather in
October. 

Meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes (2955 W. Orland Rd Angola, IN
46703) at 10AM and carpool to the site(s). 

We have all the tools and buckets, just
bring your lunch.

Seed Collection - Saturdays in October from 10am-4pm
Every Saturday in October, we travel to
different areas of Steuben and LaGrange
counties to collect native prairie plant
seeds. Come, gather with Blue Heron
Ministries friends for the opportunity to
fellowship, visit unique natural
communities, learn about native plants, and
enjoy the autumn harvest. 

The whole family is welcome! Children often
find this to be a fun experience. 

We'll meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes (2955 W. Orland Rd Angola, IN
46703) at 10AM and carpool to the site(s). We have all the tools and buckets, just bring
your lunch.
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Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our
faith that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we
offer the following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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