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Pigeon River Paddle and Nasby Fen Hike - by Peg Zeis
Our group was small but not lacking enthusiasm as we launched our canoes just below
the dam at Mongo. The weather posed a threat but we barely got damp as only an
occasional misty rain fell. It actually was quite refreshing and cooling on a humid July
morning. At least we weren’t soaked as were some paddlers in a large group we
encountered on the river who had the misfortune (or was it deliberate?) of capsizing in
the gently flowing waters of the Pigeon. 

After a four-plus mile paddle on
the Pigeon we worked our way
through a significant bed of lily
pads and left our boats behind
forgetting any thought of our
damp clothing which quickly
became decorated with muck.
Nate kindly excused his senior
troops’ slowness of pace, even
though using walking poles, as
he explained that because he
spends so much time in this
irregular habitat he has
developed “fen legs.” But there
we were, the beauty of Nasby
Fen stretched out before us! As
we struggled through the
unpredictable terrain it was
hard (but very important!) to
keep our eyes on each step we
took. The Blazing Star was
bountiful and profoundly
beautiful. Among other plants,
we saw Death Camus, Kalm’s
Lobelia, Hardhack,
Meadowsweet, Sundew, Pitcher
Plant, and numerous grasses,
sedges, and rushes. How, buried under the dense vegetation, Nate spotted a spike of a
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newly emerged Purple Loosestrife, we don’t know. But he took time to dig it from the
mucky soil lest it get a start on reinvading the fen. And on went the daring explorers
from muck to marl, seeps to rivulets, skin-slicing but delicious blackberries, and
hummocks to sinkholes just waiting to swallow a victim, until we again reached the
water’s edge where our canoes, well banked in ankle -deep muck awaited the
all-too-short final stretch of our journey and we crossed the widened pool on the river to
the take-out point above Nasby Dam. 
It was Interesting that the devotion of the day of our Pigeon River paddle and Nasby Fen
tour, July 30, from Sara Young’s, Jesus Calling was as follows: 

Worship Me in the beauty of holiness. I created beauty to declare the existence of My holy
Being. A magnificent rose, a hauntingly glorious sunset, oceanic splendor - all these things
were meant to proclaim My Presence in the world. Most people rush past these
proclamations without giving them a second thought……. 

How precious are My children who are awed by nature’s beauty; this opens them up to My
holy Presence. Even before you knew Me personally, you responded to My creation with
wonder. This is a gift, and it carries responsibility with it. Declare My glorious Being to the
world. The whole earth is full of My radiant beauty – My Glory!

How Strong His Love!  - T.M. Moore
(MEDITATIONS ON SCRIPTURE AND CELTIC TRADITION)

Do you realize how much you matter to Jesus? 

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of
all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory
and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power,
when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high…   - Hebrews 1.1-3 

By the divine powers of the great God
the globe of the earth is suspended, and the circle of the great abyss set, 
held up by God, by the mighty hand of the Omnipotent.  
- Colum Cille, Altus Prosator, Irish, 6th century[1] 

You matter to Jesus. His love for you is strong – stronger than perhaps you realize. 

We rightly think of God’s love for us in terms of salvation. God loved the world – all the
world – so much that He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to live, die, and rise again, in order
to gain salvation for all who believe, and to reconcile the world to Himself. 

Here is strong love indeed, which is able to overcome our blindness, hardness of heart,
and complete antipathy to the things of God, to make us adopted children, heirs of Christ,
and citizens of the Kingdom of light and love. 

But the strong love of God goes far beyond the saving of our souls. God’s steadfast love
reaches to every area of life, all the vast cosmos, every particle and power, creature and
thing, molecule and galaxy. So greatly does God love the world that He continuously
commands it to be, and to be in such a way as to bring us fullness of life. 

Perhaps it’s not difficult for us to imagine the greatness and power of God, as we think
about Him holding the vast cosmos together, keeping all its parts in place, and soaring
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above and through and in and over it all as the majestic Creator and sovereign Lord. 

Perhaps we can easily imagine the Lord Jesus ruling in the mighty storm or keeping the
raging seas in check by His powerful word. 

We are used to thinking of the sovereign greatness of God on such grand, breath-taking,
awesome scales. 

But do we also think long and with gratitude and humility on the sovereign love of our
God, Who by His magnificent power holds in place every electron in every atom and
molecule of your body; Who fills your lungs with breath and moves the blood around in
your veins and arteries; Who causes the synapses of your brain to fire and directs just
the right amount of electricity throughout your body, so that your nerves function and
your muscles work; Who brings the photons and particles of light into our eyes so that we
see, and the waves of sound into our ears so that we hear; and friends and food and
homes and clothes and work and every good and glorious thing we possess and use and
enjoy? 

Do we see the evidence of the strong love of God on every hand, at every moment, in
every thing? 

In His sovereignty at the Father’s right hand, Jesus is all-powerful – all-powerful. The
measure of His love for you is precisely your continued existence into the next moment of
time, for without Him, you would not be. 

So great His power; so strong is His love! 

You matter to Jesus – in whole and part. 

Psalm 147.12-18 (St. Anne: “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”) 
O praise your God, Jerusalem, O Zion, praise the Lord! He strengthens those who trust in
Him with blessings from His Word. 

Around us He has spread His peace; our borders are secure. His bounty daily shall
increase; His grace to us is sure! 

His Word to earth runs to and fro to carry out His will; He brings the rain, He sends the
snow, and none can keep Him still.

Thank You, Lord Jesus, that You give me love and light and life each day! 

To subscribe to T.M.’s thrice-weekly meditations go to https://www.ailbe.org/columns
/crosfigell and click “subscribe.”

Upcoming Events

Prairie Tour - August 26th 
Friday, August 26th Blue Heron Ministries will host a day-long van/bus excursion to
travel to various prairie plantings in LaGrange and Steuben Counties. Come see prairies
planted by staff and volunteers of Blue Heron Ministries that are in various stages of 
maturity. We'll comment on
installation and management
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techniques, as well as lamenting
not-so-good results and
celebrating great results
together. 

Meet at the Chapel (2955 W.
Orland Rd. Angola, IN 46703) to
board the vans by 9:00 AM,
Friday, August 26th. We hope to
return by 4:00. 

Limited seating is still
available, so please RSVP by
August 25th. 

Pack your lunch, some sunscreen, and plan to join us! Wear hiking attire, as the van will
be air-conditioned but the hikes won't. 

Plug Planting at Trine SRA - September 8 at 10AM

We have been working for several years to
plant the entrance area at Trine State
Recreation Area (145 W. Feather Valley Rd.
Fremont, IN 46737) with native prairie
plants. 

This year, we will continue to add plants
that were grown from seeds collected by
BHM volunteers and field staff. We could
use your help on Thursday, September 8th,
to plant the prairie plugs into their new
home. 

Pigeon River Savanna Restoration - September 17
Join us as we begin a couple of new projects at Pigeon River F&WA west of Mongo. We
are hoping to rescue some decadent oak savanna sites by removing the invasive Autumn
Olive. 

We have a stewardship day scheduled for Saturday, September 17 from 9AM-2PM.
Meet us at the Chapel at 8:30 to caravan, or meet at PRF&WA headquarters (8310 E 300
N Mongo, IN 46771) a half hour later. 

Bring your lunch and loppers
or brush saws, if you have
them. 

Clearing the brush away is a
small yet vital step in restoring
the complex and vibrant
savanna ecosystem. The seeds
that will come as a result of our
work can be collected and

August Rustling Grass (newsletter) http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/1491091/c2eb8c1775/578351141/29...

4 of 5 8/29/2016 7:55 AM



planted in other areas under
restoration. Meanwhile, these
relic stands will continue to
serve as a living model of what
we strive to protect.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our faith
that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we offer the
following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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