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BHM Endowments Through SCCF - By Beth Williams
Wanting to support the mission of Blue Heron Ministries, but not sure if collecting seeds
 or hacking away at Autumn Olive is for you? You
may be interested in the endowments that we have
through the Steuben County Community Foundation.
These endowments assure that donations to a
specific project or property are available well into the
future. 

There are three endowments set-up to benefit Blue
Heron Ministries. They are the Badger Barrens
Endowment Fund, the Feick Family Conservation
Fund, and the Tamarack Lake Endowment Fund.
Badger Barrens is a 13 acre property, located near
Mirror Lake in Fremont, IN; the Feick Family Nature
Preserve is a 4.5 acre wetland located just off the
shore of Lake James on Bay View Road, in Angola;
and Tamarack Lake Nature Preserve is an 80 acre
property on the southwest shore of Tamarack Lake,
one of the few remaining undeveloped lakes in
Steuben County. You can read more about each of
our properties at our website:
www.blueheronministries.org

Donating to these funds is easy. You can use the secure link through the Community 
Foundation's website (there is a 3% service charge), or you can send cash/check 

to the Steuben County Community Foundation at
1701 North Wayne St. Angola, IN 46703. Please
specify either: Badger Barrens Endowment Fund,
Feick Family Conservation Fund, or Tamarack Lake
Endowment Fund when making your donation. All

donations made through the Steuben County Community Foundation are tax deductible. 

Thank you for your continued support and allowing us to be faithful stewards!
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Won't You Gather With Us? - By Beth Williams
Every year, BHM spends a significant amount of time collecting seeds from native prairie
plants in our area (LaGrange and Steuben Counties). The collection locations are typically
places on which we work (or have worked). Other times, we are granted permission to
collect on non-BHM affiliated sites. You may have heard us talk about collections and ask
for help, but wondered what it's all about. 

Why do we collect instead of just buying the seed? 
There are many reasons, but some of the easy answers are: 

It's far less expensive to collect local seed than to purchase it – allowing us to
seed more acreage. 

1. 

We know the quality of the seed and what we're planting. 2. 
Seeds collected from local plants contain a local genotype, which means that
the plant will be better adapted genetically to the conditions of the area, and
more likely to survive. This helps maintain the unique characteristics of the
lakes country ecoregion and begin to recover the native landscapes we are
starting to lose. 

3. 

We enjoy collecting it! 4. 

What do we do with the seed? 

The seeds that are
collected
throughout the
year are cleaned
and stored in
Nate's
barn and then
used on BHM
projects to restore
native prairies. 

How much seed do we need? 

As much as we can get! About 15 pounds of mixed native grass and wildflower is
needed to sow one acre of prairie. We are specifically in need of seed for a 108
acres restoration project at Duff Lake Fen in LaGrange County. You can read more
about this project in the article Wait for It, in the October 2016 Rustling Grass. 

How can you help? 

Join us! It's that simple. Watch for updates via email, Rustling Grass, and our
Facebook page for information on where and when we'll be meeting. 

What type of experience is needed? 

None! Seed collection isn't difficult, in fact, young
children are frequently part of our team of
volunteers. Many seeds are collected by simply
popping the seed head off or stripping them off the
stem with your hands. Some require a little more
persuasion, and for those, we remove the heads with
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knives. We provide all of the necessary tools. 

Many of our volunteers look forward to collection time
each year. Our seed collection blitz is usually on Saturdays
in October, but we collect throughout the year, whenever
the seeds are ready. Depending on the plant, this can
range from gathering Lupine seeds in June, to New
England Aster in Early November. 

Collection time is a wonderful opportunity to learn about
the specific plants and their habitats. It's also a refreshing
time to slow down and soak in the goodness of Creation. 

Please consider joining us as we gather together this year.

Planting Duff Lake Fen - by Ben Aberle
The culmination of our two-year
seed collection campaign is finally
upon us as we finish sowing the
seeds at Duff Lake Fen before the
ground thaws.  This seed has been
eagerly collected by many hands
over the past two years and
represents a pure genetic code.  It
was patiently cleaned by hand, and
carefully stored.  It was anxiously
transported in rainy conditions and
rigorously mixed with over a ton of
oats.  The prairie seed alone
weighed almost 450 pounds! 

Now, we breathe a sigh of relief as
the seed rests on the ground waiting for the right conditions to begin life anew.  We rest
too, but not long, for we will collect again this summer and overseed the entire property
next winter. 

The work of sowing seed in a wetland requires mathematical foresight, fearlessness
operating an ATV, and a willingness to let go.  We had to make sure to spread the total
amount of seed evenly over a large area (about 56 acres will be planted this year).  The
first step is knowing how many pounds of seed per acre.  The next step is 
calibrating our equipment. 

Sometimes this means to drive at a
natural pace with perfectly flowing
seed.  Sometimes it means driving
pell-mell over frost-heaving muck
bumps in order to get the seed to
come out.  Once our equipment is
calibrated we try to cover as much
area as we can while the ground is
still frozen. 

The state of the ground is important
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when it comes to traversing the wet morass that Duff Lake has become since the ditches
were filled.  Any ground that isn’t covered with water needs to have seed on it.  However,
that doesn’t mean that the ground will be solid enough to hold a person on an ATV.  Duff
Lake has many places which look solid but were very recently open channels of water. 

So we tested our limits and trusted
that if we got stuck then we could
also get out. We found out that
most of the formerly-ditch-ground
could be travelled while frozen.  We
also discovered five areas that
could NOT be.  Luckily for us we
had a tow strap handy and fellow
comrades (and trucks, ATVs and
tractors) to pull us out. 

For me it has been rewarding to
return native seed to a place where

I have worked so often and have come to know very well.  The planting felt like a
culmination of what we have done thus far although there is much more work to be done.

Blue Heron Ministries Field Steward Seasonal Internship 2017
Blue Heron Ministries plans to fill one field steward internship position for the 2017 field
season. We are a nonprofit Christian land conservation organization based in Angola,
Indiana. We work with other nonprofit organizations, governmental agencies, and private
land owners around northeast Indiana and southwest Michigan to steward the land. Our
mission is to build communities where creation is kept and keep creation so that
community may be restored. A description of this internship is as follows: 

Intensive and arduous labor. 
Term will be March 15 thru December 15 (flexible). If the internship is a fit both
ways and if projected workload is adequate, the internship may evolve into a full
time field position in 2018. 
35-40 hours a week. 
$11/hr. 
Invasive species control predominantly in wetlands in Steuben and LaGrange and
surrounding counties (Indiana and Michigan). 
Control of herbaceous and woody invasive species (i.e. reed canary grass, cattails,
purple loosestrife, bush honeysuckle, autumn olive, etc.) will involve herbicide
applications. 
The intern will participate in Blue Heron Ministries’ prescribed fire team (spring,
summer, and fall). 
Prairie and wetland seed collection and installation projects are a minor component
of our work, as well. 
Work conditions will be cold or hot, wet, and poisonous (poison sumac and
Massasaugas)...but where else can you enjoy the presence of God while caring for
His creation in such a tangible way? 
Intern must have a positive attitude, the willingness to learn and take direction, the
ability to work independently and with a crew, and possess an attention to detail.
No experience necessary. 
Intern will obtain an Indiana pesticide applicator’s license during the internship. 
Interns will gain knowledge on a number of topics including but not limited to: 

Plant identification and monitoring 
Land management practices within prairie and oak ecosystems
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The lawful, ethical, and safe use of herbicides 
Wildlife surveys and monitoring (minimal) 
Opportunities to network with other conservation organizations 

Send cover letters and resumes (by February 24th, 2017) to
stuartbheron1@hotmail.com Attn: Nate Simons, Summer Internship.

*Please indicate that you are applying for the seasonal internship*
Applicants will be called for interviews the following week.

Blue Heron Ministries Field Steward Summer Internship 2017

Blue Heron Ministries is looking to fill one field steward internship position for the
summer of 2017. We are a nonprofit Christian land conservation organization based out
of Angola, Indiana. We work with other nonprofit organizations, governmental agencies,
and private land owners around northeast Indiana and southwest Michigan. Our mission
is to build communities where creation is kept and keep creation so that community may
be restored. A description of this internship is as follows: 

Intensive and arduous labor. 
Term will be beginning of June thru mid-August (flexible).  
35-40 hours a week. 
$10/hr. 
Invasive species control predominantly in wetlands in Steuben and LaGrange and
surrounding counties (Indiana and Michigan). 
Control of herbaceous invasive species (i.e. reed canary grass, cattails, purple
loosestrife, etc.) will involve herbicide applications. Some upland and wetland brush
control will be included. 
Work conditions will be hot, wet, and poisonous (poison sumac and
Massasaugas)...but where else can you enjoy the presence of God while caring for
His creation in such a tangible way? 
Flexible to work with course requirements. 
Able to assist with housing. 
Intern must have a positive attitude, the willingness to learn and take direction, the
ability to work independently and with a crew, and possess an attention to detail. 
Intern will obtain an Indiana pesticide applicator’s license during the internship.  
Interns will gain knowledge on a number of topics including but not limited to: 

Plant identification and monitoring 
Land management practices within prairie and oak ecosystems
The lawful, ethical, and safe use of herbicides 
Wildlife surveys and monitoring (minimal) 
Opportunities to network with other conservation organizations 

Send cover letters (please include any plant identification experience) and resumes
to stuartbheron1@hotmail.com Attn: Nate Simons, Summer Internship by March 3rd,
2017. 

*Please indicate that you are applying for the summer internship*
Applicants will be called for interviews in the following week.

Upcoming Events
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Late Winter Exploration - Saturday, March 4 at 1PM 
It's time to get out and see what's happening in the woods! If the weather cooperates, we
be able to see the sap flowing from the Sugar Maples and learn about making 
maple syrup. 

There can be a few challenges along the
trail, but the area is fairly easy for children
to traverse. 

The preserve is located on CR 1000 East,
one-half mile south of SR 120, six miles
east of Fremont. (3845 N 1000 E Fremont,
IN 46737) 

Meet at LaTierra parking lot at 1PM
(parking is limited).

Prescribed Burn Demonstration - Saturday, April 8 

Our spring burn season will begin soon!
Since our specialty isn't forecasting the
weather, we're never certain if our dates
will work out. 

Watch for updates on location and time via
email and on our Facebook page. 

Greeting Earth Day at LaTierra - Saturday, April 22 at 8AM
What better place to start off and recognize
Earth Day, Saturday, April 22, than a walk
at Blue Heron Ministries' LaTierra
Sanctuary? 

Join interpretive naturalist Fred Wooley and
Blue Heron Ministries at the LaTierra
Sanctuary for an early morning walk over
preserve trails on this special day, at this
special time of year, in this special nature
preserve. Bring binoculars and dress for
weather. The leisurely-paced discovery walk
will be a perfect way to begin Earth Day,
welcome spring, and take note of the blessings of nature around us. Hikers will search for
spring migrating birds above, blooming wildflowers below and all nature in-between. 

The preserve is located on CR 1000 East, one-half mile south of SR 120, six miles east of
Fremont. (3845 N 1000 E Fremont, IN 46737)
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Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our faith
that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we offer the
following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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