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Collecting Seed - by Kate Sanders
I discovered the practice of seed collection by sheer accident, or perhaps more likely by
divine intervention. Of course, I had saved pepper seeds or the sweetest melon seeds
from the garden for the next year. I had also heard more than one professor talk about
habitat restoration, and how important it is to preserve and restore native lands in order
to protect biodiversity. What I had not done was make the connection, or really even
consider the details of how someone would go about restoring a native habitat. It is a
good thing that Nate is not shy about recruiting new volunteers, or I might never have
discovered the truth. 

My first time seed collecting ever was big bluestem on the Power’s prairie. 
With just enough wind to rustle the grass in that just so way that I have heard so many
of us seed collectors speak dreamily of. Time stopped, the world faded away. All that
existed was collecting seed. It was the most peaceful, spiritual feeling I had ever felt. I
was hooked. For good. 

At first, I really just returned each
time to collect seed. To lose myself
on some prairie and find a euphoric
peace and quiet. But as people move
across the prairie to find the plants
they are collecting from, they chat a
bit here and there. Everyone was
always so kind, and welcoming. I
began to really enjoy the company
as well. 

Each time I collect, I learn
something new. About native plants
and plant communities, the people
around me, about the natural world

as a whole, about myself and my relationship with God. Most importantly, how all of
these things are distinctly connected. 

Seed collection has become a part of me. When we restore native landscapes, we are
re-building from the ground up for native pollinators and insects, birds, amphibians,
reptiles, and mammals to move back into an area that they have not been able to use for
a long time. I believe in working to restore God’s creation, and as Nate always says,
“Making the world right again.” My fellow Blue Herons, each and every single one, are
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truly amazing and wonderful people, and together we can change the world. I love the
togetherness of this mission. That is where the power lies. Through and 
through, and for so many reasons. I believe in restoring native habitats, beginning with
local genotype, native seed. 
Remember the line from that movie,
“If you build it they will come!” 

Join us, please, won’t you? Everyone
is welcome! At first, it will be for one
small reason to convince yourself--to
have busy hands, to have a breath
of fresh air, for some lovely peace
and quiet, to get away from the busy
world, to learn more about native
plants, more time to explore or
reconnect with nature, to meet
friends with similar interests. That is
how it starts, but really it is just the
beginning of an amazing journey.

Two, Maybe Three Times... - by Cheri Knoblauch
Recently, we received a grant to spray giant reed grass (Phragmites) and glossy
buckthorn on a property adjacent to the Duff Lake Fen project owned by LaGrange
County Parks Department. While spot spraying Phragmites one day this September, I
stumbled upon a rare and exciting find in the area, an eastern massasauga rattlesnake.
These venomous snakes are on the endangered list in Indiana and could be federally
listed in the near future. 

The massasauga I found was dead,
appearing to be recently killed by a
predator. If it were not for the lighter
underside of the snake, I probably would not
have seen it. Due to my limited knowledge
about snakes, I called John over to make
sure it was actually a massasauga. He
confirmed, and eventually the rest of the
crew came over and looked at it. The
confirmation was an important part of
finding it, since earlier this year I thought I
saw one, but was by myself and could not
know for sure. I did have a camera, but the
pictures I took turned out blurry and far
away (I’m not the biggest fan of snakes, so
nearly stepping on a snake I suspected of
being venomous was not my favorite thing,
let alone getting close enough to take a
clear picture). But with the crew’s

confirmation, this time I could be sure that I had found my first endangered rattlesnake.
Previously, neighbors of the property reported two other sightings, but before that the
snake had not been seen in the area in over a decade. 

Then about two weeks later, just as my paranoia subsided and I stopped double and triple
checking every spot I stepped, I returned to the same adjacent property to take some
photos of our work. As I walked down a trail, I happened to look down at the path’s edge
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near my feet. Laying there sunning itself, was yet another massasauga rattlesnake. This
one was very much alive, but did not seem to mind how close I was (this type of snake is
extremely docile and hard to excite). I was a little more bothered by it’s proximity to my
foot than the snake was, so I jumped back a couple feet but was still close enough to get
a very good look at it, and to take much better pictures this time. I called John and Phil
right away so that they could come over and see it, since I knew they would appreciate
seeing such a rare species. 

The snake let me stand next
to it for a good 5-10 minutes
while John and Phil made
their way across the large
Duff Lake Fen property. I kept
a close eye on it the whole
time, partly because while
seeing a venomous snake
might make me nervous,
seeing one close to me and
then losing track of where it
went would make me even
more nervous. But mostly
because I knew that not
everyone got to see these in
their native habitat, so I tried to examine it as well as I could while I was given the
chance. It was a good reminder of one of the reasons we do what we do, since reduced
habitat is one of the major reasons this snake is endangered in the first place. I am also
happy to report that after seeing so many rattlesnakes the more common, non-venomous
snake species that we come in contact with every day no longer phase me nearly as much
as they used to.

October volunteer seed collecting series done for another year - by
Fred Wooley

October volunteer seed collecting series
done for another year Many thanks to all
who joined us on October Saturdays, as we
ventured out and collected seeds from this
year’s growing season to propagate plants
to repopulate other areas next year; local
prairies, fens, and oak savannahs, under
our care. 

We had a spirited corps of volunteers,
some coming on several, if not all
weekends. There were approximately 23
volunteers that logged more than 240
hours on Saturdays in October. Several
people also spent time outside of our
“organized” collections. We enjoyed fresh
apples, cookies, and warm cider along the
way. As much fun as being outside doing
good work, is the fellowship among fellow
collectors and Blue Heron Ministries
supporters. 
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Fun also is to see the natural areas, some
for the first time. Each area has a history of Blue Heron Ministries involvement and to
watch the progression of maturing ecosystems is rewarding in itself. Some, such as the
Powers Prairie, or Patty's Prairie on Clear Lake were previously agricultural land. Now
with the establishment of prairie and continued management, our fall gathering forays
feature the fruits of our efforts. 
Some areas, such as the Lime Lake
Nature Preserve where we wrapped
up our collecting on Halloween,
October 31, were already special and
high-quality from the beginning.
Now, with management and
stewardship efforts, the quality of
the Lime Lake Nature Preserve
continues to improve! What a treat
to enjoy what’s there and know we
can create that elsewhere through
our efforts. 

You say your October Saturdays
were busy? We understand. Fear
not, there will be more opportunities for service, as we later prepare these seeds for
planting in plugs and even later planting the plugs into the ground! Stay in touch through
Rustling Grass notes and calls for volunteers! Thank you!

Upcoming Events

Seed Scatter and Stomp - Saturday, December 5th
Some of the native seed that was collected
earlier this year will bring new life to an
area being restored to prairie. This is a
wonderful time to participate in the
restoration process. It is also a time of fun
and fellowship.  

We will meet at 1PM on December 5th at
the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes (2955
W. Orland Rd), and travel to the prairie
site.  

2016 Stewardship Network Conference 
The Blue Heron Ministries crew will once again attend the Stewardship Network's
conference at Kellogg Center in East Lansing, MI, on January 15th & 16th, 2016. Take
this opportunity to join us and discover new ideas and techniques, network with
professionals and volunteers in your field of interest, and gain a deeper understanding
and appreciation of how to care for our land and water.

Presenters will speak on a wide variety of stewardship issues, including: 

Global Biodiversity 
Water Quality 
Watershed Conservation 
Species of Concern 
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Game Species 
Environmental Justice 
Native Pollinators 
Invasive Species Control 
Agriculture in Restoration 
Environmental Education 
Use of GIS and Spatial data

You can find more information and register at:
https://www.stewardshipnetwork.org/2016-stewardship-network-conference

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our faith
that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we offer the
following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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