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Great Partnership to Get Some Needed Work Done!
By Nate Simons

Depending upon how we count them, we have
conducted between 25 and 30 prescribed fires this
spring. Thanks to a rapid snow melt
unaccompanied by rain, we started burning on
March 16…and we still have a couple to go! 

One of the more interesting burns came
about due to a partnership between Blue
Heron Ministries, the City of Elkhart and
the Elkhart Morning Rotary. Rotary club

members regularly volunteer to control brush in the restored prairie at the city-owned
Boot Lake Nature Preserve. The club put their money where their heart was and applied
for and received a district Rotary grant to pay for a prescribed fire at the prairie. In order
to save money, Blue Heron Ministries designed a contract with the city that would allow
volunteer assistance to join our crew to conduct the burn.

So with an ad hoc team of city employees,
led by Megan Kolaczyk, rotary club
members, led by Burne Miller, and the Blue
Heron crew, we set about to burn 18 acres of
prairie. With lots of instruction and direction
from Phil, John, Cheri and me, we completed
our task safely and had a blast doing it. And
the words heard as we loaded up equipment
to head for home were: “When can we do
this again!?”
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Signs of Spring - by Nate Simons
The last couple of years instead of
chronicling the first woodland wildflowers
of the season, I have been interested in
the first spring butterflies. These two, the
Eastern Comma and the Mourning Cloak,
showed up while I was cutting young Red
Maples from a Blueberry bog in Elkhart
County. Both species are nectaring on
flowers which aren’t around in early April
anyway. These guys were apparently
attracted to the sap that flowed from the
cut stumps. They both overwinter as
adults. Their bodies produce glycerol, an
anti-freeze-like chemical, in the fall just as

they find winter refuge in cracks and crevices and under the shaggy bark of trees. 

It is times like these I am reminded of
some sentences from a couple of biblical
Psalms: 

You care for people and animals alike, O
Lord. How precious is your unfailing love, O
God! (Psalm 36:6-7) and, 

When you open your hand, you satisfy the
hunger and thirst of every living thing
(Psalm 145:16).

Funding Invasive Species Control
Many of the land managers working in the natural areas of Steuben and LaGrange
counties have become aware of the looming threat of Phragmites, Japanese
Knotweed, and Glossy Buckthorn. This
infection would result in the
degradation of our area’s natural
spaces due to the invasive species
crowding out native plants and
animals; reducing available habitat and
food for wildlife; blocking views;
reducing access for swimming, fishing,
hunting, and other recreational uses;
reducing property value; and
negatively altering the area’s water
resources. 

Each organization has some knowledge
of populations on the properties they manage, but there has not been a concentrated
effort to identify how large the current threat is throughout Steuben and LaGrange
counties. For this reason, a group of twelve conservation partners formed the Lakes
Country Cluster, under The Stewardship Network, in 2014.

 This group has formulated a plan to 
identify, map, and control this invasive
trio. Partners have already begun to
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commit their own resources to combat
the threat, but additional funding is
needed to meet the challenge. 

The LaGrange County REMC has
awarded the Lakes County Cluster
$2500, through the EnviroWatts
program, to reimburse mileage and
fund the mapping portion of this project
in LaGrange. Similar grant requests
from other local organizations are
pending, and we are preparing to

submit a proposal for a large scale grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

Seed Sowing and Plug Transplanting - by Beth Williams
One of my favorite projects that we do is actually a combination of several events.
Throughout the summer and fall, our volunteers collect native prairie seed from
established prairies. In true BHM fashion, this seed collection time is not only productive,
but a time to catch up with friends and enjoy the beauty of creation. Several of the
collection sites are actually areas that we've had a hand in restoring over the years.  

Some of the collected seed is directly
spread onto a new prairie during our
Seed Scatter in December. In March,
BHM volunteers and crew meet at
Baker's Acres' greenhouse to plant the
remaining seed into plug trays. The
greenhouse staff at Baker's Acres cares
for the new plants, and by early May,
the sprouts have outgrown their
original trays. At this time, we meet
again to transplant the plants into
larger trays, and within a month, the
plants have usually outgrown these

larger trays and are ready to be planted outside. This year, like last year, these native
plants will be planted in the entrance islands at the Trine State Recreation Area.

These individual events are part of a larger
cycle, and I appreciate the value of that. I
appreciate the efforts of different groups of
people working towards a larger goal. I
appreciate the opportunity for our field crew
and volunteers to work side by side. 

Mostly, I appreciate that these relationships
are a vital part of Blue Heron Ministries.

Upcoming Events

May Flower Hike at Duff Fen - May 23rd from 1PM-4PM
April showers, tho not abundant this year, still bring
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May flowers. Instead of woodland ephemerals, we
will see what is blooming in the prairie fens. Join us
for a first look at the fen restoration project known
as Duff Lake Fen recently acquired by the LaGrange
County Parks Department. Walking will be lumpy
and squishy, but hopefully rewarding.

We will carpool from the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, 2955 W. Orland Rd. Angola, IN 46703.

Wetlands Workshop - June 4 from 10AM-2PM
Interested in creating a wetland on your land? Wetlands provide habitat for wildlife, clean
water, and beautiful scenery. 

Come and see restored wetlands
created by The Nature Conservancy at
the Douglas Woods Nature Preserve
near Hamilton, and find out how you
can do this on your land. You’ll hear
about assistance programs for wetland
restoration from the Natural Resources
Conservation Service and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and see recently
restored wetlands, as well as natural
wetlands in a mature forest. 

To register, go to 
http://stewardshipnetwork.net
/restoring-wetlands-field-day-lakes-country-cluster

Plug Planting at Trine State Recreation Area

Sometime in early June, our native
prairie plants that are currently in the
greenhouse, will be large enough to
plant outside. We will once again be
planting the islands at the entrance to
Trine State Recreation Area. 

Stay tuned for details on a date and
time.

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our faith
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that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we offer the
following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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