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Mercy and Grace at Duff Lake Fen - By Nate Simons
The sticky notes posted on our vehicle windows read: “Private Property —parked here
again—you will be prosecuted.” The disheartening notes greeted us when we returned to
our parked vehicles following an otherwise wonderful hike into Duff Lake Fen. The
following excerpt from an e-mail I sent to my fellow hikers two days later picks up the
rest of the story: 

I sure enjoyed our time together at Duff Lake Fen. It is too bad that it was tainted a bit
by the notes on our car windows and my poor judgment in relation to choosing our
parking spot. The "mercy" (not being treated as we deserve to be treated) was that I was
not "prosecuted" for trespass. 

I took the impression from our Father to
seek a meeting with the landowner. I met
Mr. Lloyd Moore this morning. After finding
his address on Beacon, I traveled to meet
and apologize face-to-face. I told him that I
was sorry for using poor judgment when it
came to parking on his property Saturday. I
did not take the time to explain my
reasoning for my actions (self-justification)
because it would not matter to him and
would not make things better or right. He
took some time to explain (which he did not
have to) why he does not want folks on his
property. Then the unbelievable happened! He said that we could park back there in the
future if we will just stop by to let him know we are back there. Now that is "grace"
(being treated better than we deserve to be treated)! 

Tears welled up as I thanked him for his kindness...because I knew that that moment was
a picture of our Father as demonstrated by his Son, Jesus. And he thanked me for taking
the time to visit him! Bonus day.

Bog Miniatures - By Nate Simons 
After 25 years of playing in and working in wetlands in northeast Indiana, I finally had 
the opportunity to visit a real cranberry bog. I have been in cranberry plants were few
and far between. The place was fascinating and did not look at all like the place 
advertised on the Ocean Spray television commercial. I did not need to wear chest
waders. In fact, my feet barely got wet. The “land” was a floating mat of sphagnum 
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moss covered almost completely by a 6-inch
tall forest of woody trailing and
creeping cranberry "shrubs.” In fact, the
other plants growing with the cranberries 
were miniatures as
well. Carnivorous
Pitcher Plants (left)
were in bloom.
Highbush Blueberry
shrubs were
down-sized. And the
Rose Pagonia and
Grass Pink Orchids
were all less than shin

high. The bog world was enchanting…and maybe I will sneak back
this fall for a taste of the tart red fruits.

Minature Poison Sumac in a forest of Cranberry

Fire at a Different Kind of Prairie - By Nate Simons
Photos by Fred Wooley

I hope they got the other stuff, too. 

The thank you notes from the sixth graders
at Prairie Heights Middle School were filled
with gratitude for allowing them to play with
fire! The station I manned at the 6th Grade
Conservation Day was labeled
“Fire Ecology.” Of course, I spoke of and
showed pictures of the fire-dependent native
ecosystems of northeast Indiana’s Lakes
Country. I spoke of the historic use
and importance of fire in the prairie-oak
continuum that was once common here.I
spoke of the use of fire in restoring and
maintaining these ecosystems. I even spoke
of safety, 
equipment, and training. I even cautioned
the students: “Do not attempt this at home

(or anywhere), unless you have a plan, permission, the right equipment, and the right
training. But their eyes really lit up when they discovered that they were going to help
with a real fire. 

There is nothing like a hands-on demonstration when it comes
to learning. So the kids had the opportunity to help contain a
simulated prairie fire. After spreading a small bale of straw in the
gravel parking lot and igniting the dry fuel, the kids learned how
to use a flapper and backpack water pump
to extinguish the
flames. 

Except for the
occasional desire to
start a water fight,

most of the kids’ imaginations were captured
by the raw power and heat of the fire. Fire
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definitely has the ability to draw attention.
And when contained, work wonders on the
landscape of Lakes Country.

Trine State Recreation Area Plug Planting

Another entrance island at Pokagon State
Park's Trine State Recreation Area was
planted by a group of Blue Heron Ministries
staff and volunteers.  

The 900 plugs were raised from seed
collected by BHM volunteers and staff in the
fall of 2014. These seeds were then sown in
the spring and raised at Baker's Acres'
greenhouses until the plants were ready to
be planted outdoors.

Upcoming Events

Duff Lake Fen Hike

Join us for another discovery hike through
Duff Lake Fen on Saturday, July 25th.
This area had been grazed until recently, so
we'll see what's happening during the early
stage of restoration.

Meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes (2955 W Orland Rd. Angola, IN
46703) at 9AM and carpool to the site.

July Seed Collections

We will be having several seed collections
during July, to be used at the LaGrange
County Park's newly acquired Duff Lake
Fen. 

Updates can be found at the Blue Heron
Ministries Facebook page or by joining our
email list at stuartbheron1@hotmail.com

Fawn River Restoration Field Day

The Fawn River Restoration &
Conservation Charitable Trust is
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working to restore the Fawn River,
after an event in 1998 that
inundated a five mile section of the
stream with over 100,000 cubic
yards of organic silt and fine sand,
burying the previously pristine
gravel and cobble bottom. 

Friday, August 14 at 9:00AM, we
will hike along portions of the Fawn
River to witness the geo-biological
science of stream restoration and
see the process of removing the organic sediment from the river bottom.

Please register at:https://www.stewardshipnetwork.org/lakes-country-cluster-events

Seven Sisters Sojourn

The 14th Annual Wing Haven Canoe Trip will be Saturday,
August 15, 2-4pm. Relax and explore the Seven Sisters
Lakes with Nate as he leads an interpretive program. 

Bring your own canoe or kayak. 

Wing Haven Nature Preserve - 180 W. 400 N., Angola, IN
46703 

photo: acreslandtrust.org

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our faith
that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we offer the
following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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