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Retired?... Maybe, Maybe Not… - By Fred Wooley
In March of this year, I left my park interpreter position at Pokagon State Park. It was
hard to call it retirement. Though there 35 years, I think I’m still a young man! To me,
retirement always seemed like something for “old people!” Not so. 

All fun aside, I can honestly say I was blessed with 35 wonderful years working for the
State of Indiana and interpreting the rich natural and cultural resources of our park and
region. I enjoyed the outdoor setting, the rich cultural heritage, and I got to share it all
with others. I miss the people as much as the resources. What a gift to see someone
develop the interest and passion I have for the resources, and then the desire to learn
more and help protect it all. The time just flew. We accomplished a lot in 35 years and it
was just time for me to do something else and time for someone else to guide the park’s
interpretive program. 

Though I worked in a park, many might be
surprised just how much time I spent
inside, in an office, at a keyboard, on a
phone, or behind an information counter. It
was all part of the job. The love of any park
naturalist though, is to be out in the field. I
would drive from the park office to the
Nature Center and plants along the
roadside would just shout to be identified
and photographed and the nasty invasives
would snub their noses at me! I was always
itching to get out and get to them! 

Since leaving the park, I’ve been keeping very busy. Retirement from the daily job yes,
but not retirement from life, the love of nature, the work in natural areas, or the passion
of sharing it with others. I’ve been equally blessed to be involved with Blue Heron
Ministries on a part-time basis and on specific projects. My work with BHM has allowed
me to scratch the itch of natural areas protection, enhancement, and interpretation. 

Like all ministries, it’s a sharing of love and
passion with kindred spirits that make it so
special, come together, and feel right. Work
is fun. Whether on a prescribed burn, garlic
mustard pull, seed collecting foray, or
planting native plants, the work goes fast
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as we all chip in to do the good work and
help spread the good word. Days I work
alone are special as well. I feel close to
nature and to God. It’s great.

I’m blessed once again to be a part of
another great organization. You are too! If it’s just opening up and reading this
newsletter, coming out for a volunteer day of collecting seeds, preparing plant plugs,
joining a field trip, supporting with donations, or just giving thanks and prayers for the
work that is being done. From a not so old retired guy, thank you all!

New Butterfly Monitoring Program - by John Brittenham
As can be attested by those who work with me, I love
butterflies. Combine my fondness of butterflies with a
workshop that I attended at the annual Stewardship Network
Conference this past winter and the idea for Blue Heron
Ministries’ butterfly monitoring program was born. The
workshop I attended at the Stewardship Network Conference
discussed how organizations could more fully engage with
their volunteer community. One thing that caught my
attention was the description of a butterfly monitoring
program the presenter’s organization had started, and the
overwhelmingly positive response volunteers had to the
program. This thought lodged firmly in the back of my brain,
and I didn’t think about it again until a month later. 

I was sitting in a meeting with the Blue Heron Ministries crew discussing our Duff Lake
Fen restoration plan. We were talking over how we would measure change in the
environment as the result of our restoration efforts. We decided to use vegetation
sampling and groundwater monitoring to show the environmental response to our
restoration efforts. That’s when the memory of the butterfly monitoring program slipped
back to the front of my brain. So I suggested (and was thus given responsibility over)
starting a butterfly monitoring program at Duff Lake Fen, in hopes of showing a positive
change in the population of butterflies over the course of the project. The next step was
to figure out how to do this in just a few short months. Add to this that our burn season
was just getting underway and one can imagine how things got a little interesting. 

To avoid trying to start a butterfly monitoring program
from scratch, I went looking for organizations that were
already doing similar programs. As it turns out, there is
no central movement in Indiana to monitor butterflies.
Ohio has the Ohio Lepidopterist Society, Michigan has the
Michigan Butterfly Network, and Illinois has the Illinois
Butterfly Monitoring Network, but no such entity exists in
Indiana. So, I contacted the Michigan Butterfly Network,
which is run by the Kalamazoo Nature Center (KNC), and
asked for help creating a butterfly monitoring program for
Duff Lake Fen. KNC responded quickly and was eager to
help us start our own program. After a few discussions
with the KNC staff, we decided to officially make our Duff
Lake Fen butterfly monitoring a satellite of the Michigan
Butterfly Network for the time being. 

This being decided, a call was put out by Blue Heron
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Ministries for volunteers to help with the butterfly monitoring program. We had a great
response and 8 volunteers agreed to help out. This entailed attending three training
workshops (two at the Kalamazoo Nature Center and one at Duff Lake Fen) and agreeing
to monitor their routes 6 times throughout the summer. The rain played havoc with our
plans, delaying two of our training days and postponing the start of our program until
mid-June. But finally we are off and running. In addition to monitoring Duff Lake Fen, we
will also be monitoring the adjacent Pine Knob Park property to compare the two sites
butterfly populations. In total, we have four routes (two on Pine Knob Park’s property and
two in Duff Lake Fen) and four two-person monitoring groups.

Monitoring will be conducted throughout the summer, ending in early August. Plans are
already underway to expand the program next year to other properties throughout our
area. If interested in learning more about this program or in participating in future years,
please contact John Brittenham at johnfish55@hotmail.com. And stay tuned for more
information once the monitoring is completed.

Community Restored, Components Return! - by Fred Wooley 
I was tempted to start this article with the now overused phrase, “If you build it, they will
come” the oft-quoted line from the popular movie classic, “A Field of Dreams.” Instead, I’ll
ask we look again at our BHM mission statement, “to build communities where creation is
kept and to keep creation so that community may be restored.” 

Now fourteen years old, Blue Heron Ministries continues to see the fruits (first the
flowers!) of nearly a decade and half of hard work! We now own four properties and affect
many more through our partnerships and land restoration and managing efforts. With
each growing season we see improvements in the lands we touch. If you are like me, as
the summer growing season progresses and you know fall and winter will bring rest and
dormancy, you can’t wait for the next growing season to work the land again and see just
how much better our efforts will respond! 

In the work of the business, the cutting of invasives, the treating with herbicides, the
collecting of seeds in special areas to make marginal areas and restored areas special, the
selection of just the right plants to procure for just the right types of soil and hydrology
and sunlight, we have to remind ourselves at times to stop and note our successes. 

I had such an experience this week. There is a portion of the Cedar Swamp Wetlands
Conservation Area, northeast of Fremont, Indiana, that stands out as a perfect example.
The property contains nearly 911 acres and is owned and operated by the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources. The IDNR contracts with groups to help restore and
manage the mostly converted agricultural fields. Where drained marshes were 25 years
ago, now wetland communities thrive. Areas recently farmed, are now returning to open
meadows of dry and wet prairies. 

Of particular interest to me is the corner of CR 700 North and 600 East. It is a later
procurement of the IDNR. I can remember the early days of the IDNR property when that
corner was still private and actively farmed. I thought then how nice it would be if the
State got that piece as well, to then “round off that corner.” That indeed happened! 

After the State acquired the corner, Blue
Heron Ministries received State Cost-Share
and Development Agreement grants in
2009 to plant 33 acres with a prairie mix
appropriate for the site. Part of its
management is to periodically return fire to
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the landscape. That’s where BHM came in
again. The State contracted with BHM to
conduct a prescribed fire. I had the good
fortune to work that particular fire this
March. When done, we look out over a

flattened and charred landscape. 

It looks very stark, but below the soot and smoked debris, we know there is a community
of seeds and roots from the very plants we hope to keep and restore. The plants emerge
and in the weeks that follow, they grow, set leaves, then flowers, and finally fruit. 

We can fairly accurately predict the plants, if we do our work properly, but unless we
introduce animals intentionally; they appear on their own as their requisite community
reappears. 

In mid-June, I was at that corner and heard the very bubbly call of a male sedge wren!
The sedge wren is rare enough to be listed as state-endangered in Indiana. Their
populations tend to be nomadic and even just a wandering individual may come by
shortly, spend some time, and then move on. I think that’s what happened to this bird, as
repeated visits in following weeks did not yield the bird. That’s fine. We have restored
and provided a community where this part of creation could again consider living! We
hope it returns, possibly with others, to help fulfill the mission. 

This past week, driving down the same road, window down, I heard another bird I did not
immediately recognize. I pulled over, got out, and scanned the prairie of now robust
growing, native plants. It belted out its song one more time and I got it! 

Perched on a bent stalk of tall coreopsis 75
feet off the road, was a male dickcissel!
Though not state-listed, I have never seen
one in Steuben County! It resembles a
miniature meadowlark, but with a much
different call. Field guides indicate a habitat
preference of meadows and prairies. Bingo!
We have it there. 

I soon learned from other birders that
dickcissel numbers vary annually and this
year is a good year for them in northern
Indiana. Will this one stay? Will he find a
mate? Will they raise a brood before
making the long trip to Mexico for the
winter?... 

To see a bird like this through binoculars and know the story that made its presence
possible, just puts a smile on your face. Unusual? Yes. Impossible? No longer! What more
might we look forward to in these beautiful, expansive, restored prairies?! Time will tell,
but yes, we do know if you build it, they will come. More than the movie line is the
message that yes, the land can be healed, community can be restored, and creation can
return and be a part of a healing, improving, ever-growing, native landscape.

blueheronministries.org
For some time now, we have been
considering ways to give our community a
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better look at what, how, and why we do
what we do. We've decided to shift from
quarterly print newsletters to monthly
e-newsletters, post regularly on
our Facebook page, and most recently,
update our website and manage it
in-house. 

The new website blueheronministries.org, will not only provide information on the
services Blue Heron Ministries provides, but our intent is to provide weekly notes from
our crew members on what they're seeing in the field.  It's still a work in progress, but
there are many great features already up and running! 

Our former website blueheronland.org will no longer be supported.

Upcoming Events

Duff Lake Fen Hike

Join us for another discovery hike through
Duff Lake Fen on Saturday, July 25th.
This area had been grazed until recently, so
we'll see what's happening during the early
stage of restoration.

Meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes (2955 W Orland Rd. Angola, IN
46703) at 9AM and carpool to the site.

Fawn River Restoration Field Day

The Fawn River Restoration &
Conservation Charitable Trust is
working to restore the Fawn River,
after an event in 1998 that
inundated a five mile section of the
stream with over 100,000 cubic
yards of organic silt and fine sand,
burying the previously pristine
gravel and cobble bottom. 

Friday, August 14 at 9:00AM, we
will hike along portions of the Fawn
River to witness the geo-biological
science of stream restoration and

see the process of removing the organic sediment from the river bottom.

Please register at:https://www.stewardshipnetwork.org/lakes-country-cluster-events

Seven Sisters Sojourn
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The 14th Annual Wing Haven Canoe Trip will be Saturday,
August 15, 2-4pm. Relax and explore the Seven Sisters
Lakes with Nate as he leads an interpretive program. 

Bring your own canoe or kayak. 

Wing Haven Nature Preserve - 180 W. 400 N., Angola, IN
46703 

photo: acreslandtrust.org

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our faith
that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we offer the
following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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