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Merry Christmas!
So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love
and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.
(John 1:14)

A Glorious Late Season Fire - By Nate Simons
The Blue Heron Ministries crew managed to squeak out five prescribed fires this fall. This
year the season, typically known as “Indian Summer” for the smoky haze that
accompanied fires set by Native Americans on warm days following killing frosts, was late
in coming. October and November were warmer than usual and killing frost came very
late. Mobilizing quickly, the crew was able to take advantage of four good burning days
just before Thanksgiving. 

The fire at the property of Elten and Carolyn Powers was conducted in order to remove
the dense thatch of dried prairie grasses in order to provide a clean seedbed upon which
to sow prairie wildflower seed. The burn was successful and was completed as the sun set
in the November sky. 

Fred Wooley captured the image of
a “left sundog” through the flames
and smoky haze. Sundogs are
atmospheric phenomena that occur
as the low elevation sunlight
refracts off ice crystals in the
atmosphere, similar to light
refracting through gigantic prisms.
Sundogs show up as small
“rainbows” on both the left and
right of the sun as it sets (or rises)
in a relatively clear sky. 

As we work within creation to bring
about a bit of the glory of the
creation and the One who created
it, we find ourselves amazed frequently by little glimpses of that brightness as a reminder
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of Whose we are and for Whom we are working.

A River Runs Through It - article and photos by Fred Wooley
Yeah, yeah, it’s an old movie title only we old(er!) people know, but it still describes one
of the most recent Blue Heron Ministries projects. The Sauk is a delightful little river in
southern Michigan, spending all of its time in Branch County. It gets its start at Marble
Lake in eastern Branch County and cuts through Coldwater, Michigan on the city’s south
side. It enters the Coldwater chain of lakes at South Lake and proceeds south through
another little chain of lakes before entering an equally delightful Prairie River. 

The Prairie meanders west
and into St. Joseph County,
passing through a few more
glacial made lakes, before
entering the St. Joseph
River south of Three Rivers
Michigan, The St. Joe then
dips down into Indiana and
back up into Michigan on its
way to Lake Michigan at St.
Joseph, Michigan. 
But back to Coldwater. On
the city’s south side, where
Sprague Road runs north to
the Branch County Memorial
Hospital, the city of

Coldwater manages Water Works Park. As the name implies, the city’s water facilities are
located nearby and the river provides the perfect location for a city park and nearby
county fairgrounds. Picnic grounds are popular in the warm months and a skating pond
fed by the river is a winter highlight. 

Also finding the manicured park grounds along the riverbanks of Water Works Parks
popular are Canada geese, mute swans, domestic ducks and a few wild, native species of
waterfowl. Therein lies a problem; the waterfowl make themselves quite at home, help
themselves to abundant grass in the picnic areas, and leave behind a byproduct of
continued grazing. 

Coldwater City Parks Department
sought to solve several problems by
entering a contract agreement with
Blue Heron Minsitries to restore the
riverbanks on both the north and
south sides of the river, to their
likely, original vegetation. For one
thing, the waterfowl, particularly the
geese, will not cross through a swath
of tall, thick, diverse, native
vegetation as freely, getting to
mowed grass to eat and ah, well…
poop. There I said it. I knew I would
before the article was over. 

Signs to discourage the public from feeding the waterfowl were obviously not working, as
we noticed parking motorists tossing food from their vehicles as we were working there
for several days. 
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These motorists and all park visitors will notice a
substantial difference when they return next Spring,
with the restoration of the riverbanks into the rich
native landscapes they once were. The process took
several days of work and will take several years to
come to full fruition. 

We began back in early November with tilling the
riverbanks from the water’s edge, sixteen feet inland.
Purchased seed was then spread over exposed soil over
the course of three days in mid-late November. The
seed mixes were selected for soil type, moisture

content, and what we know to have once grown there based on nearby natural areas.
Wet mesic prairie to aquatic emergent species were carefully selected and spread at
proper densities. Possibly the hardest work was next, covering the sixteen-feet by
3,500-feet segments (about 1.3 acres) with landscaping mats to hold and protect the
seed through germination. 

The mats are special, 42 inches wide 
and 257 feet long. Unlike many
landscape mats with ½ to ¾-inch mesh
of a plastic-like material, these mats are
made of a jute twine and of a very loose
weave. The former, with the
unforgiving, small plastic openings can
be death traps for amphibians and
reptiles, particularly snakes that get
entangled into the webbing. The jute
mesh though, is loose enough, even
small turtles can push through. They are
more biodegradable, and more open,
allowing the sun-loving prairie seeds
and seedlings the sunshine they need.

Even the mat stakes are
biodegradable. Wooden,
looking like thin railroad
spikes, they were driven
into the riverside mud.
When installation was
complete in the late
afternoon sun of a late
November day, the sight
was quite rewarding for the
small BHM crew assembled.
A belted kingfisher flew by
and seemed to rattle its
approval. 

The native plants will provide home for a variety of wildlife, butterflies, birds, and all in
between. Flowers will bloom beautifully against a backdrop of dark flowing water. The
park is easy to find and we hope all BHM supporters and Coldwater, Water Works Park
users find the final product to be as welcoming and rewarding.
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Visit there next summer and the next. Just don’t feed the waterfowl! Let nature take care
of that!

Dormant Prairie Seeding - By Nate Simons
There is no perfect time to plant a prairie. Prairies can be planted most times of the year
and show a successful display of native grasses and wildflowers (or forbs). That said, we
choose to plant exclusively in the late dormant season. Advantages to sowing seed this
time of year abound. 

• Purchasing locally-produced prairie seed
soon after it is harvested in the fall ensures
freshness of seed with increased likelihood
that the desired (and commercially
desirable) seed species will be available.
(Competition for native seed from other
prairie planters this fall was fierce.)

• Sowing seed in the fall mimics the natural
process of seed dissemination and dispersal.

• Many forb species require a natural
process called “cold, moist stratification” of
seed for proper and timely germination. The
forb seed needs to overwinter in the frozen
soil and experience the natural temperature fluctuations produced by the winter’s
freeze-thaw cycles in order to wear through the seed coat. For many forb species
the stratification period takes 30-90 days. Most prairie grass seed
does not require this process.

• The normal shrinking and swelling of the soil as it
goes through these diurnal and seasonal cycles
settles the seed into the soil at the correct depth for
proper germination. Forb seed planted in the
dormant season sits on or just in the soil awaiting
the correct soil temperature and early growing
season moisture for germination. Prairie grass seed,
with the exception of sedges and Prairie Dropseed,
wait until the soil warms in late spring to germinate. 

• If seed is sown after the fall migration, bird
predation is lessoned. If seed is sown as the snow
flies, the seed is buried below the reach of
scavenging birds.

• If seed is sown on old snow on a still, sunny day, the darker seed absorbs sunlight
and begins to sink into the snow finally reaching the soil below.
However, beware of sowing seed
when the forecast is for strong winds
or your seed may end up in the next
county or a nearby ditch.

• All in all, prairie seed mixes sown
in the spring or summer will typically
favor germination and establishment
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of warm-season prairie grasses
while the forb seed may have
to wait for one full year before
ggermination. By that time the
prairie grass seed will have a
jump-start on the forb seed
and may become dominant. In
other words, the odds are in
favor of a forb-rich, diverse
prairie planting if the prairie is
seeded in the dormant season.

His Voice in Creation - T.M. Moore
God is speaking all around us, all the time. 

Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I heard a
voice from heaven saying to me, “Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered,
and do not write them.” - Revelation 10.4 

Let the summits of heaven, too, praise you with roaming lightning, O most loving Jesus, O
righteous King of Kings. 

- Colum Cille, Noli Pater, Irish, 6th century[1] 

Celtic Christians, like the Apostle John, heard the voice of God in created things. Storms,
winds, seas, rivers, lakes, woods, animals, and plants all spoke to Celtic Christians about
the infinite goodness, wisdom, beauty, majesty, power, and mystery of God. 

They lived close to the creation, not just because they chose a simple way of life, but
because they found true fellowship with God in created things. The creation reminded
them of God’s abundant goodness, all the ways He provided for their needs. It led them
to extol His wisdom, greatness, beauty, might, and power. On occasion, something in the
creation caused the will of God to coalesce in the mind of a Celtic saint, and what had
previously been unclear from the Word of God in Scripture suddenly came together by a
word of God from creation. 

John heard the thunders say something, although he was not permitted to write it down.
But he could interpret the crash and clap of lightning bursting through the heavens as
something like a word from God. He knew that the heavens declare the glory of God, and
he had evidently tuned his senses to hear and understand what God was saying to him
through created things. 

The works of God in creation do, indeed, declare His glory (Ps. 19.1-4). The psalmist said
that the works of God are studied by all those who delight in them (Ps. 111.2). When we
realize that God is making Himself and His glory known in created things, we will delight
to pay more attention to them. And, as our delight in creation grows, we will make the
time to examine and understand it more closely, waiting on Him to make Himself known
to us in the things He has made. 

Every passing bird, every cloud, tree, flower, blade of grass, change of weather, or
random stone, has something to say to us from and about our God. We, too, can learn to
hear the voice of God in creation, but not without a little practice. 

As you read through the Scriptures, consider the various images from creation that God
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employs to tell us something about Himself: storms stilled – His great power; animals
feeding – His faithful provision; people working – His distribution of gifts and abilities;
mountains looming or storms coming in – His majesty and might; lilies bedecked with
beauty – His lavish provision; sparrows and mustard seeds – His love for and delight in
even the most minute details of our lives. Let these images be the starting-place for you
to begin developing the discipline of hearing the voice of God in creation. 

Praise Him for the snows, which blanket the bleak earth with uniform whiteness and
radiant beauty, just as the righteousness of Jesus covers us and all our sins. Rejoice in
each new dawn, and praise God for the Sun of Righteousness, Who has risen with healing
in His wings (Mal. 4.2). Stand in awe beneath the myriad stars, planets, and galaxies of
the night sky, and remember with humility and gratitude that He Who made and sustains
these, cares even for you and your daily work. 

Creation is speaking. Are we listening? 

God’s glory is in there, oozing forth and flashing out from the things He has made. Ours
is the privilege of seeing that glory, discerning the voice of God in it, and making His
glory known to others (Prov. 25.2; Hab. 2.14). 

Psalm 111.7, 8 (Manoah: When All Your Mercies, O My God) 

The works of Your all-sovereign hands are faithful, Lord, and just. Your precepts ever
more are true and worthy of our trust. 

Lord, show me through created things all Your vast goodness and power and benevolence!
Adapted from Augustine Hibernicus, On the Miracles of Holy Scripture

tmmoore@ailbe.org

Take Care, Cheri!
We met Cheri Knoblauch at a Lake Country Cluster-
sponsored field trip in mid-summer 2014. Following
her internship with Cluster partner The Nature
Conservancy, Cheri came to work full time for Blue
Heron Ministries. Full of something to prove to us
guys and an ability to work hard under tough
conditions, Cheri added a frequent smile, myriad
“camouflage” jokes (we didn’t see that one coming),
sarcastic wit, feminine flare in “guy pants,” and a
determination to do quality work to the field crew. Her
graphic abilities in the office strengthened our
web-site and produced quality brochures and a seed
collector’s field guide. 

In mid-November, Cheri decided to find work closer to
her Cedar Cree-overlook home in Allen County.
Thanks, Cheri for a good couple of years!

Upcoming Events

2017 Science, Practice & Art of Restoring Native Ecosystems
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Conference
The Stewardship Network is
pleased to bring you two great
days of informative presentations,
networking sessions and
workshops that will focus on the
Science, Practice & Art of
Restoring Native Ecosystems. 

Join us on January 13 & 14 for a great line up presentations; connect with natural areas
professionals, volunteers, and researchers with decades of experience as well as students
and newcomers to the field. Discover new ideas and techniques that you will into practice
in your daily work. Through plenary talks, focused presentations and workshops,
conference participants will gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of ecosystem
restoration. 

Over 400 participants from across the Great Lakes Region and beyond
Discounted member; student and presenter registration rates 
Student Poster and Photography competitions with cash prizes 
Midewewin water ceremony

https://www.stewardshipnetwork.org/2017-stewardship-network-conference

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is to build communities where creation is kept and to keep
creation so that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and a ministry of the Presbyterian Chapel of the
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes is located in the heart of lake country, environmental
stewardship, education, and advocacy is a significant part of our Christian witness.  Acting upon our faith
that relationships may be restored and experience substantial healing in an imperfect world, we offer the
following four initiatives as tools of reconciliation:

Land Trust • Conservation Design • Education • Natural Lands Restoration
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