
Blue Heron Ministries, Inc
c/o The Presbyterian
Chapel of the Lakes
2955 West Orland Road
Angola IN 46703

Land Trust

Conservation Design

Education

Natural Lands Restoration

Rustling Grass
Serving the Land and People of the Tri-State Area since 2001

Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron 
Ministr ies, Inc. is to bui ld 
communities where creation is 
kept and to keep creation so that 
community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc.  is a non-
profit  organization and a ministry of 
the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes, 
a 501(c)(3) organization.

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of 
the Lakes is located in the heart of 
l a k e c o u n t r y, e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
s t e w a r d s h i p , e d u c a t i o n , a n d 
advocacy is a significant part of our 
Christian witness.  Acting upon our 
faith that relationships may be 
restored and experience substantial 
healing in an imperfect world, we offer 
the following four initiatives as tools of 
reconciliation:

• Land Trust
• Conservation Design
• Education
• Natural Lands Restoration

Contact us at:
c/o Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes
2955 West Orland Road
Angola IN  46703
PH (260) 316-2498
FX (260) 833-1885
E-mail: stuartbheron1@hotmail.com
URL: www.blueheronland.org

This past Advent season, I was fortunate to 
participate in a community choir that 
performed large portions of G.F. Handel’s 
Messiah . Accompanied by a brass, 
woodwind, and string ensemble from the Fort 
Wayne Philharmonic  Orchestra, an organ 
and piano, the 57–member choir sang the 
story of Jesus’ first and next appearance on 
Earth. It was a moving performance and was 
well received by the audience. 

The third number, “Every Valley Shall Be 
Exalted” is traditionally sung by a tenor voice. 
The words taken from the Book of Isaiah 
40:4 speak poetically and figuratively to 
preparing ourselves for the coming of the 
Messiah:

Every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low: and the 
crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough 
places plain

By misinterpreting a word picture 
that speaks of large-scale earth-
moving operations, it seems that 
some folks take the text very 
l i teral ly when i t comes to 
changing the landscape in 
preparation for some form of 
development or another.

Such was the case at what is 
now Trine State Recreation Area 
adjacent to and operated by 
Pokagon State Park. A former 
owner decided that a “good-for-
nothing” pothole wetland would 
better serve as flat land for an 
unrealized future activity. So a 
nearby gravel hill (along with 
used t i r es , used aspha l t 

pavement, and fallen trees) was 
bulldozed into the wet, depressed 
landform. The wetland valley was 
exalted. The hill was made low. 
The rough place was made a 
plain.

An opportunity was seized to 
undo what a former owner had 
done and restore a lost wetland. 
Blue Heron Ministries worked with 
officials of Indiana Department of 
Environmental  Management, the 
Army Corps of Engineers, and 
Pokagon State Park to develop 

and implement a restoration plan to recover 
the buried pothole. 

The task of removing over four (4) feet of 
compacted granular soil, disposed asphalt, 
and various organic  and inorganic  debris 
from the 0.7 acre basin began in October. 
With drought conditions persisting, the 
earthwork contractor was able to remove 
hundreds of dumptruck loads of fill  material 
without taking on water. At the bottom of the 
excavated basin, the original muck soil  was 
revealed. Upon that muck, Blue Heron 
Ministries’ crew members planted 200 
buttonbush, silky dogwood, and elderberry 
shrubs, sowed a rich seed mix of wetland 
grasses, sedges, bulrushes, and wildflowers, 
and placed erosion control blankets to keep 
the seed in place…all  before the snow began 
to fall.

With the original wetland basin and muck 
soils exposed and wetland 
plants and seeds placed, 
all  that is needed is the 
addition of water for the 
restoration to be complete. 
Hopefully, some snow and 
a return of spring rains will 
fill the basin with water and 
provide a home for wood 
ducks, pollywogs, painted 
turtles…and great blue 
herons. 

The valley shall remain low, 
and the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed (Oh…
that’s another number).

Not Every Valley Shall Be Exalted By Nate Simons
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✓!And, of course you can view current and archived Rustling Grass newsletters on our website.

Spring Hike.  Sat, Feb 16, 1-4PM at the fens of Pigeon River Fish and Wildlife Area. I know February  is a 
bit early  for spring. What I  had in mind was a hike to discover the beauty  of  the ever-flowing springs in the fens 
of  Pigeon River. Come dressed warmly  to join us on this wintertime hike. Gurgling water, animal tracks in the 
snow, an occasional scud, and other winter wonders may  greet our senses there. Meet at the Chapel to 
carpool.

Create a Prairie Plug.  Sat, Feb 23, 3-5PM. Come get your hands dirty  (within the relative comfort of  a 
greenhouse)!  We saved some seed from a few of  the rarer prairie plants we encountered last fall. Help scatter 
these seeds onto greenhouse flats in hopes that they  will germinate under controlled greenhouse conditions. 
The created prairie plugs will be planted later in small nursery  plots in order to increase the amount of  seed 
available for these less common prairie species. Baker’s Acres Floral and Greenhouse has graciously 
partnered with us to put on this event.  Meet at Baker’s Acres farm on SR 827 approximately  2 miles southwest 
of Fremont or about 4.5 miles northeast of Angola.

Conservation Easements with Blue Heron Ministries Informational Workshop. Sat, Mar 16, 11AM-12PM 
at the Chapel. Are you interested in assurance that your land will remain as an undeveloped natural area or 
as farmland far beyond your lifetime? Are you interested in reducing your tax burden? Are you interested in 
restoring natural areas on your land and receiving a tax break at the same time? Come learn how you can 
make these happen while maintaining ownership of  your land. This informational workshop lead by  Blue Heron 
Ministries’ own Nate Simons,  Neal Lewis, and Peg Zeis, will help you get started in protecting your dreams for 
your land well into the future. Meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes.

Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time.  Sat, Mar 16, 3:30PM at Pokagon State Park's Nature Center Auditorium. 
The first full-length documentary  film ever made about legendary  environmentalist  Aldo Leopold, Green Fire highlights Leopold’s 
extraordinary  career, tracing how he shaped and influenced the modern environmental movement. Leopold remains relevant today, inspiring 
projects all over the country  that  connect people and land. (taken from www.greenfiremovie.com)  Join park interpreter Fred Wooley  and Nate 
Simons as we enjoy this award-winning movie together. Film length is 73 minutes. Of course movie snacks will be provided.

Fire! Sat, Apr 6, 1 PM…location TBD. Calling all fire truck and smoke chasers! Here is your opportunity  to learn about and observe a 
controlled burn in progress.  Weather permitting we will conduct a demonstration prescribed fire in a restored prairie somewhere in Steuben 
County. Fire ecology will be discussed prior to the fire and observation of the fire will be from a safe distance. 

Wildflower Hike at LaTierra Sanctuary.  Sun, Apr 28, 2 PM.  Come join us as we traverse the trails at LaTierra Sanctuary  in search of 
violets,  hepaticas, and spring beauties at this annual spring rite. Meet at the LaTierra parking lot. Bring your walking stick, wildflower guide, 
good walking boots, and a keen eye for beholding the beauty of the LORD’s good Earth.
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Special thanks to:
• Jim and Lynn Simons, Ken 

and Dee Wolf, Fred Duschl, 
Shirley Moor, Roger and Mary 
Hawks,  and Sharon Geyer:  for 
being faithful monthly  pledgers 
in support of  the ongoing work 
of Blue Heron Ministries. 

• Byron Getz: financial gift to 
Blue Heron Ministries.

• Ken Bruswick:  financial gift  to 
Blue Heron Ministries.

• Paula Witte:  financial gift to 
Blue Heron Ministries in lieu of  a 
gift  at the Witte family  gift 
exchange.

• Bazaar contributors: Weird folks like 
Sandy Ferrell, Carolyn Powers, Don 
Leupke, Ross Jones family,  Lynn 
Simons,  Patty Griest,  Bette and Jim 
Thomson, Kathy Brittenham, Sandie 
Moyer, and Nate Simons contributed 
hand-crafted items for the All God’s 
Children Preschool Fall Bazaar.  Aimee 
Simons and Marilyn Clevenger wo-
manned the table. Proceeds went to 
funding of  restoration efforts at our Badger 
Barrens Sanctuary.

• Badger Barrens Stewardship Fund: Gary 
and Barb Baus and Jim and Bette 

Thomson contributed financially  to our 
growing fund.

• Thank you to all who donated financially  to 
kick off  our new Sanctuary  Maintenance 
Fund!

• End-of-year donations: Bob and Janet 
Barge,  Al and Karen Ludwig, Joanne 
McKeag, Pat Fulton, Jim and Bette 
Thomson, Sam Schwartz, Derald and 
Mary Moore, Lee Casebere, Ralph and 
Margaret McDowell, Ed and Nancy 
Wilson, and Mary Houser.  Thanks a 
bunch!

• Gary Baus (new Badger Barrens 
steward): installed property corner posts.

• Fall seed harvesters: Melvin, Denille, 
Olivia, and Alexis Conklin, Gloria 
Winans, Mary Durand, Deanna Vazquez, 
Jim and Bette Thomson,  Kate Sanders, 
Peg Zeis, Steve Witte, Gary and Barb 
Baus, Chelsea Frederick, Laura Plank, 
Susan F isher ,  John and Emi ly 
Brittenham,  Kathy Brittenham, Carolyn 
Powers, Nate Simons, and members of 
Boy Scout Troop 125 harvested October 
prairie seeds.

• Prairie seed sowers: Barb  and Gary 
Baus, Peg Zeis,  Kate Sanders and her 
little friend Atiyana, Deanna Vazquez, 
Mary Durand, Bette and Jim Thomson, 
Paula Witte,  Don Leupke, Lynn Simons, 
Denille Conklin, John and Emily 
Brittenham,  Nate Simons, Mike Metz 
and Phil Bieberich.  Hand-seeded our 
11th prairie...this  one at Pine Knob Park in 
LaGrange County.

• Barb Baus: faithful keeper of  the Blue 
H e r o n M i n i s t r i e s ’ b l o g .  V i s i t 
www.blueheronministries.blogspot.com 
and follow her photo-journalism as she 
documents Blue Heron Ministries events.

• Last, but not least and as always,  the 
Rustling Grass  dissemination crew; 
Melvin Conklin (designer),  Sandie Moyer 
(proofreader),  Peg Zeis (coordinator),  and 
Steve and Paula Witte and Jim and 
Bette Thomson (mailing).

The Re-wetting of Dayton Wet Prairie by Nate Simons  Photos by John Brittenham
“Wou ld you be 
w i l l i n g t o t r y 
s o m e t h i n g 
different?” asked 
K e n K e s s o n , 
L a n d o w n e r 
Incentive Program 
b i o l o g i s t f o r 
M i c h i g a n 
D e p a r t m e n t o f 
Natural Resources. 
“I think it has only 
been done one 
o t h e r t i m e i n 
Michigan.”

“Sure, what do you 
have in mind,” I 
asked.

What  Ken had in 
m i n d w a s t o 
r e s t o r e t h e 
hyd ro l ogy  t o a 
partially  drained 
fen by plugging a 
ditch.

D a y t o n W e t 
Prairie, a nature preserve owned by 
Chikaming Open Lands, is a recovering, 
partially  degraded fen ecosystem located in 
Berrien County, Michigan. Through the years, 
the once diverse wet prairie had been altered 
significantly  by  the cessation of  restorative 
fire,  the invasion of  exotic grass (reed canary 
grass) and shrub (glossy  buckthorn) species, 
and the partial drainage of  the wetland soils 

by  the excavation of  a ditch. Ken 
o f f e r e d g r a n t  m o n i e s t o 
Chikaming Open Lands to do 
some of  the work needed to turn 
t he f en a round . Then he 
contacted Blue Heron Ministries 
to see if  we would be willing to 
develop a new tool for our 
restoration toolbox.

Like a series of  beaver dams in a 
stream valley, the design for 
plugging the fen’s  ditch emerged. 
Based upon a technique used at 
The Nature Conservancy’s 
(Michigan) Ives Road Fen, the 
idea was to drive untreated, 
tongue-and-groove fir or spruce 
boards into the soft, mucky 
substrate of  the 
ditch in several 
strategic  locations 
t o b l o c k t h e 
channelized flow 
o f  w a t e r. T h e 
continual flow of 
water from the 
fen’s springs could 

then be diffused, slowed and 
spread over the surface of  the 
fen in hopes that the drained 
wetland soils  would be re-
hydrated.

Wi th a permi t f rom the 
Mich igan Depar tment o f 
Environmental Quality  and a 
contract  from Chikaming Open 

Lands in hand, we set out to build four (4) 
wooden structures on site.  Amidst a lake-
effect snow squall, Blue Heron Ministries’ 
crew members donned chest-waders to brave 
the frigid December waters. Swinging sledge 
hammers while maintaining balance in the 
unsure footing, the crew drove one eight-foot 
long board after another side by  side into the 
ditch bottom. A chain saw was used to trim 
the tops of  the uneven boards and wooden 
furring strips were screwed to the top of  the 
trimmed structures to help hold the boards 
together.  As the water rose behind the ditch 
plugs, the crew back-filled around the 
structures with spoils originally  excavated to 
create the ditch.

And so Dayton Wet Prairie is wet again.

Coming Soon...To a Universe Near You  By TM Moore
Many  Chr i s t i ans su f fe r f r om an 
inadequate view of  the afterlife. As 
numerous New Yorker and Gary  Larsen 
cartoons suggest, most of  us think of  our 
final destination as an environment of 
clouds and harps and streets of gold.

Frankly, many  of  us have a hard time 
getting excited about that scenario. On 
occasion,  I have asked groups I was 
teaching to raise their hands if  they  hoped 
to go to heaven. Of  course, they  all raise 
their hands.  But, when I ask them to 
raise their hands if  they  want to go to 
heaven today, the response is markedly 
less enthusiastic.

We just don’t  have a clear picture of 
where we are bound. Apparently, 
whatever preaching or teaching we are 
receiving on this subject is not helping 
much.

Susie and I enjoy  watching movies. We 
have a Netflix subscription, and this 
makes for many  an inexpensive and 
enjoyable evening together.  Part  of  what 
I like about watching movies with Susie 
are the trailers advertising other films we 
might  order.  They  whet our appetite and 
add to our growing queue of  movies and 
upcoming films. Hardly  a screening 
passes without  our finding at  least one 
additional film we want to watch.

As a community, Christians need some 
trailers  giving us glimpses of  the city  to 
come and the new heavens and new 
earth.  Scripture offers some tantalizing 

insights, as in Isaiah 65:17-25 and 
Revelation 21 and 22. In addition, 
however,  we need something rather more 
tangible than these.

In a certain way, every  believer’s life is 
supposed to provide a foretaste of 
heaven.  Everything about our outlook, 
demeanor, conversation, aspirations – 
indeed, our whole lives – should advertise 
the fact that we have our citizenship in an 
out-of-this-world Kingdom.  Everything, 
every  day,  and every  way  is being made 
new, and we are looking forward to a city 
to come, for which we are already 
preparing.

The believer’s final destination is not to a 
mansion in the clouds – the present 
heaven,  while real, is  merely  temporary  – 
but to a new creation,  where the glory  of 
heaven is fused with the glory  of  earth 
and the cosmos.  It is a place where the 
stains,  scars, and debilitating forces of  sin 
have been removed, and the goodness 
and beauty  of  God’s original design are 
restored and being fully realized.

This  is one of  the things I  appreciate most 
about Blue Heron Ministries.  Every  time 
Nate leads a team out to assess, plan, or 
work on a project, they  give us a trailer of 
the new heavens and new earth.  They 
remind us that creation matters, that 
prairies and fens and oak trees and 
creatures of  every  sort declare the glory 
of  God and teach us to know Him. God so 
loved the world – this world, the physical 

creation, ton kosmon,  as the Greek has it 
– God so loved His creation that  He gave 
His only  Son to reconcile the world to 
Himself.

Since God loves the world this much, so 
should we, as Blue Heron Ministries 
consistently  reminds us.  This world is not 
our home, as the old Gospel song has it.  
We are bound for a far better world - a 
world that is coming soon to a universe 
near you.  If  you would like a preview of 
this  coming attraction, take a look at the 
work of Blue Heron Ministries.

[T.M. Moore writes, teaches, and disciples 
in the Celtic tradition. Visit him at 
www.ailbe.org]

Our band of  faithful stewards had finished 
sowing prairie seed. Our annual Prairie 
Planting Party  had convened upon the 
savanna restoration project at Pine Knob Park 
owned by  LaGrange County 
Parks and Recreation. We had 
settled in for a hot meal and 
devotional time together in the 
warmth and shelter of  the park’s 
recent ly  remodeled lodge. 
Knowing that my  bir thday 
usually  falls near our annual 
seed sowing event, and knowing 
that  the gift  she was about to 
present  would have meaning to 
our crew as well, my  mother 
brought my  birthday  present to 
the event.  She had me open the 
gift  in the company  of  friends…a 
bit risky  as one does not know if 
a gift will be well received or not. 
She took the risk, and the gift 
was beautiful and meaningful! 
She had chosen to give a hand-
ca rved and hand -pa in ted 
wooden sculpture of  a great blue 
heron to be displayed as I 
wished.

With gratitude to my  mom and 
fond memories of  the event, I 
took the bird to the office. I 

placed it high on top of  the bookshelf  where it 
could easily spot anything fishy going on.

Fast forward a month. Melody  Beuhrer 
showed up in the office one morning to ask if  I 

had noticed anything missing in the 
office. A quick glance around the 
room indicated that the blue heron 
was gone. She explained that her 
younger kids had been horsing 
around in the office and had 
bumped the bookshe l f .  The 
flightless bird had tumbled to the 
ground, breaking into several 
pieces. She had decided to take it 
home to try  to repair it.  She asked if 
the sculpture had any  significance.  I 
told her it was a gift  from my  mom. I 
quickly added that it was okay.

A week later the bird was back on 
its  perch and a hand-written note lay 
on my  desk. The words Melody 
wrote were so apropos. I thought I 
would pass along the body  of  the 
note to you (with Melody’s blessing 
first).

While applying the glue and 
pressure at just the right points,  I 
realized how applicable this project 
was [to the ministry of Blue Heron 

Ministries]…restoring a loved creation to 
the best of  our abilities, all the while 
knowing our attempts are feeble. In our 
hands the work will never be fully restored. 
Still,  it is only right to put forth our best 
effort to make right what is wrong because 
of our mistake. While holding the loved 
creation and gift, I  was struck with its 
beauty. I  imagined the hands of the one 
who chiseled its form and painted its color. 
I could see the heart of the giver…

And so -- it was made.
And so -- it was given.
And so -- it was broken.
And so – it has been restored.

And yet it is still broken. If it 
should fall again,  it will break in 
just  the same pressure points.  It 
will need repaired. It will be weak. 
It  will be missing a small piece 
here or there.

So sorry for the breaking.

That was the best apology  I have ever 
received. Doesn’t that just sound like the work 
we do? Blessings upon you as you do your 
part to bring things to rights as a witness to 
the One who someday  will bring all things to 
rights.

Looking out the Back Door… By Nate Simons, Executive Director

Rookie seed-sower Emily Brittenham demonstrates how it is done.

The blue heron perches 
high atop the 
bookshelf...once again.

Photo by Barb Baus

What a balancing act!

Completed structure.

Kate shows Ativana the wonders of seeds 
before sowing them on prairie.

We hope this is your last paper copy of Rustling Grass.  Please e-mail us to receive a color PDF of the newsletter via e-mail.

Photo by Barb Baus
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