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Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron 
Ministries, Inc. is to build 
communities where creation is 
kept and to keep creation so 
that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a non-
profit  organization and a ministry of 
the Presbyterian Chapel of the 
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization.

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of 
the Lakes is located in the heart of 
l a ke coun t r y, env i r onmen ta l 
stewardship, education, advocacy is 
a significant part of our Christian 
witness.  Acting upon our faith that 
relationships may be restored and 
experience substantial healing in an 
imperfect world, we offer the 
following four initiatives as tools of 
reconciliation:

• Land Trust
• Conservation Design
• Education
• Natural Lands Restoration

Contact us at:
c/o Presbyterian Chapel of the 
Lakes
2955 West Orland Road
Angola IN  46703
PH (260) 316-2498
FX (260) 833-1885
E-mail: stuartbheron1@hotmail.com

I love snakes.  A few years ago I even looked for 
and found a job catching and radio-tracking them.  
It  didn’t put a dent in my  student loans, but I was 
around snakes every  day.  I  love the texture of 
their scales and holding and examining them up 
close.  Other than reptiles, amphibians, and 
invertebrates, there just aren’t many  animals that 
can be easily  caught and handled without the risk 
of  harming them.  I’ve seen other easily  captured 
critters  like squirrels, rabbits, birds, and mice die 
while being marked and released, but  never a 
snake.  This resilience increases with the size of 
the snake, which is one reason why  I’m especially 
fond of  Indiana’s larger snakes, like racers, rat 
snakes,  and water snakes.  When Blue Heron 
Ministries  was contracted this past fall to do some 
work for one of  these large water snakes, my 
dedication was put to the test, and I found myself 
asking an odd question, “Are they  worth the risk of 
frostbite?”  

The copperbe l ly  water snake (Nerod ia 
erythrogaster neglecta) was the species of 
significance that day.  It’s a non-venomous, 
Federally-threatened northern subspecies of  the 
more abundant plainbelly  water snake.  Only 
known to occur in small populations in the Tri-
State area, it  commonly  makes its home in 
complexes of  forested buttonbush wetlands and 
adjacent  uplands.  Not far from our own LaTierra 
Sanctuary  and the Indiana/Michigan line lays just 
such a landscape.  
T h e p r e s e r v e , 
known as Sarah 
J a n e N a t u r e 
S a n c t u a r y 
(henceforth SJNS), 
is  owned by  the 
Michigan Nature 
Assoc ia t ion and 
s u p p o r t s a 
p o p u l a t i o n o f 
c o p p e r b e l l i e s .  
Biologists studying 
this  population have 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
s o m e w h a t 
e x p e r i m e n t a l 
methods of  habitat 
i m p r o v e m e n t 
including clearing 
small areas within 
b u t t o n b u s h 
wetlands to create 
s u n d r e n c h e d 
“ r o o m s ” f o r t h e s n a k e s t o u s e f o r 
thermoregulation.  This leads me back to frostbite.   

Early  in November, Nate and I headed off  to SJNS 
for a pleasant day  of  cutting and stacking 
buttonbush shrubs.  After a September and 
October sans sprinkles, the wetland, dry  in July, 

should have 
been dry  in 
N o vem b e r ; 
but that was 
not the case.  
I w a s s o 
surprised by 
the amount 
of  water in 
the wetland I 
d i d n ’ t 
recognize it 
and spent an 
anxiety-filled 
h o u r 
w a n d e r i n g 
through the 
w o o d s 
searching for 
t h e “ r i g h t ” 
o n e .  
A l t h o u g h 
s o m e w h a t 
p e r p l e x e d 
and without 
p r o p e r 
attire, we waded into the wetland that only  an hour 
earlier had been iced over.  As I mentioned, my 
dedication was put to the test, and sadly  my 
resolve was not as great as I had hoped.  Within 

two hours my  ice water-
soaked feet  and legs let 
m e k n o w t h e y  w e r e 
finished, and I  relayed the 
message to Nate who I 
i m a g i n e w a s e q u a l l y 
frozen.  We vowed to 
return the next day  with 
renewed enthusiasm and 
more importantly, waders.

As we thawed on the way 
home, we talked about 
some of  the soi l and 
vegetat ion di fferences 
between SJNS and most 
of  the places we work and 
also how similar it is to 
LaTierra.  If  copperbelly 
water snake conservation 
efforts are successful, 
copperbellies may  even 
call LaTierra Sanctuary 
home someday.  If  that’s 
the case, we may end up 

conducting the same sort of  habitat improvements 
in LaTierra’s buttonbush wetlands.   All I  ask is 
when it comes time to make LaTierra more 
copperbelly-friendly, you pardon me for not being 
the first to volunteer. [Editor’s note: Don’t worry 
Phil you’ll be financially  compensated…you 
should be able to pay for frostbite treatments.] 

Making Room for Coppperbellies
by Phil BieberichIf you know someone who might like to 

receive this newsletter, please let us know. 

Mark Your Calendar... 
Steuben County Glacial Geology Tour.  Saturday, February 12 from 1 PM to 4 PM.  We were led on a 
three-hour tour in the summer of  2009 by  retired Tri-State University  Professor of  Social Sciences & Earth 
Science, Derald Moore. We traveled over the outwash plains and moraines of  Steuben County  and came 
away  with a fresh understanding of  the glacial forces that formed our landscape, but we couldn’t see very 
far. Well, with no leaves on the trees and (hopefully) snow on the ground, we will once again take to the 
roads under the guidance of  Derald. This time we hope to see some of  the landforms as they  are profiled 
against  the winter sky. Come prepared to exit the bus occasionally, in order to step onto some of  these 
features.  Come experience eskers, kames, and potholes first hand. Meet at the Chapel to board busses 
for another tour of Steuben County glacial geology.

Shedding Some Light on a Gravel Hill  Prairie…a Volunteer Stewardship Activity.  Saturday, March 
19 from 1 PM to 4PM. Overlooking a small, private lake in Steuben County, stands what’s left of  a “goat 
prairie” (yes, it is so steep that it is even difficult for a goat to traverse). This little gem is home to a few 
remaining Side-Oats Grama, Prairie Dropseed, Goat’s Rue, and Silky  Aster prairie plants! The patch is 
being overrun by  shade-producing and space-consuming Bush Honeysuckle and Autumn Olive. The 
owners have whole-heartedly  agreed to allow us to enter their property  to rescue the declining prairie. 
Come join us with loppers, brush cutters, and squirt bottles in gloved hand to shed some sunlight on this 
prairie remnant. Meet at the Chapel to carpool.

Celtic Evening.  Friday, April 1 at 6 PM.  Back by  popular demand…our Second Annual Celtic 
Celebration. Once again, we will gather together to explore a group of  people from the British Isles who, 

though nearly  forgotten, prove to have a powerful and positive influence on an emerging Christian faith. The 
Celtic Christians’ influence might even be seen in the ways of  Blue Heron Ministries. Come join us for a cozy, but  participatory  evening of 
authentic Irish cuisine,  live Celtic music, and a bit o’ the Sacred Word mixed in. The event will be held at the Presbyterian Chapel of  the 
Lakes, Angola, IN. As a few attendees commented last year, ”You ought to charge for this!”, we will be selling tickets to this year’s event. 
Tickets are $25 per plate. Deadline for registration is Sunday, March 27. Reserve your tickets in advance by e-mailing us.

Wildflower Hike at LaTierra Sanctuary.  Sunday, May 1 at 2 PM.  Come join us as we traverse the trails at LaTierra Sanctuary  (yes, thanks 
to boardwalk construction we can now reach the back of  the preserve) in search of  violets, hepaticas, and spring beauties at this annual 
spring rite.  Meet at the parking lot. Bring your walking stick, wildflower guide, good walking boots, and a keen eye for beholding the beauty  of 
the LORD’s good earth. 

Call Nate Simons at (260) 316-2498 or e-mail  stuartbheron1@hotmail.com for further details.
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Nate uses a chainsaw to cut “rooms” for Copperbelly habitat.

Now happier working in waders, Phil 
removes buttonbush cuttings.
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•Ropchan Foundation ;  substant ia l 
monetary  grant to assist with completing 
our mortgage on Badger Barrens. We now 
have less than $2,500 remaining on the 
note.

•Bob and Janet Barge, Jim and Bette 
Thomson,  Joanne McKeag, Patty 
Fulton, Lee and Patricia Casebere, Larry 
Yarr ington , Ralph and Margaret 
McDowell ,  Harve and Frances 
Hathaway , Paul Rothrock , Jason 
Cherry, Tom and Sandy Post,  Roger and 
Mary Hawks, Bob and Mary Houser, 
Derald Moore, Jack and Anita Dierkes, 
Brad and Melinda Stevens, Peter Keck, 
Sandie Moyer,  Ed  and Nancy Wilson, 
Peter Phelps, Bill and Margie Eberhart, 
Al Ludwig,  Buddy and Marcy Huffaker, 
Michael Clock, Peg Zeis, Eric and 
Patrice Ellingson, and Sam Schwartz; as 
of  January  11 these folks have generously 
given to reduce that mortgage note to less 
than $800! 

•Jim and Lynn Simons, Ken  and Dee 
Wolf, Fred Duschl, Shirley Moor, Roger 
and Mary Hawks,  Carol Telschow, 
Aimee and Nate Simons,  and Sharon 
Geyer;  for being faithful in sending 
monthly  pledges to support the on-going 
work of Blue Heron Ministries.

•Steve Ross,  Sam Schwartz, Aimee 
Simons,  Matt Farmer, Bette and Jim 
Thomson, Steve and Paula Witte,  Barb 
and Gary Baus, Jim and Lynn Simons, 
Melvin,  Denille, Olivia, and Alexis 
Conklin, John and Bev Brich, Peg Zeis, 
Phil Bieberich, Kate Sanders, Deanna 
Vasquez, Don Luepke, Ted Walter, Josh 
Jones, Dave Wilson, Colette and Tyson 
Swathwood, Elyse, Iris, and August 
Buehrer;  fall seed collectors who trekked 
over hill and vale and railroad tracks.

•Jim and Bette Thomson, Steve and 
Paula Witte , Kate Sanders, Phil 
Bieberich, Bill Spurgeon, and Nate 
Simons;   Wing Haven Stewardship Day 
brush-clearing crew.

•Melvin Conklin;  for setting up and running 
the audio-visuals at our Thanksgiving 
Breakfast.

•Ted Walter, Lynn Simons,  Kate Sanders, 
Phil Bieberich, Gary and Barb  Baus,  
Don Luepke,  Peg Zeis, Denille Conklin, 
Roland and Linda Fahlsing (first-timers!), 
Deanna Vasquez, and Nate Simons; your 
ninth-annual prairie planting crew.

•Mike and Donna Holcomb; for hosting our 
post-prairie planting gathering...ham and 
bean soup around a toasty, backyard 
campfire.

•Last  but not least and as always,  the 
Rustling Grass  dissemination crew; Melvin 
Conklin (designer), Sandie Moyer 
(proofreader),  Peg Zeis (coordinator), and 
Steve and Paula Witte (mailing).

•Forty-five (45) individuals logged 803.75 
volunteer hours in 2010! And those are 
the ones we tracked. Thank you all!

Special thanks to:

Nate asked T.M. Moore to respond to his 
article written for the last issue of Rustling 
Grass.  He graciously and verbosely 
accepted the challenge. Take some time to 
sit down with this offering and your Bible, 
and be edified in the good work that you do.

Redemption and Creation in the Purpose 
and Plan of God

From the beginning of  creation God’s 
intention has been that everything He has 
made should reflect His goodness. The 
repeated “and God saw that it was good”, of 
Genesis 1 shows us how careful God was, 
at each stage of the creation process, to 
ensure that His goodness was established 
throughout the cosmos.

Goodness matters to God. Goodness, as a 
reflection of  the divine character, suggests 
wholeness, fruitfulness, diversity  within 
design, freedom within clearly  demarcated 
parameters, and abundant potential to 
abound and bless.

God made creation good. And He placed 
human beings into His good creation to 
enhance, expand, and further develop that 
goodness through education, husbandry, 
and culture (Genesis 1:26-28). Imagine 
what might have been had Adam and Eve 
never given in to the temptations of  the 
devil. As they  continued to have children 
and to train them in the ways of  the Lord, 
the good work they  were doing in the 
Garden would have spread, with the 
increase of  their offspring, until the 
goodness of  the Lord would have covered 
the earth and – who knows? – perhaps the 
entire cosmos.

As Psalm 8 indicates, humankind’s charge 
to tend and develop the Garden and all its 
creatures remained in place throughout the 
period of  the Old Testament. Even the Law 
of  God recognizes the sanctity  of  the 
creation and mankind’s duty  to regard it 
accordingly  (cf. Deuteronomy 20:19, 20; 22: 
6, 7). The writer of  the Book of  Hebrews, by 
citing Psalm 8 in chapter 2 of  his letter, 
indicates that this original charge continues 
even into the period defined by  the New 
Testament – the period in which we live.

That charge, originally tasked to Adam, 
involves a two-fold duty  with respect to the 
earth and the various life forms within it: to 
“serve” and “guard” the earth and its 
creatures (Genesis 2:15). Adam served the 
Garden both by  a kind of  taxonomic labor – 

naming the animals – as well as by 
physically  tending, pruning, and enhancing 
whatever flora and fauna were within his 
purview. Caring for creation requires sound 
thinking as well as the sweat of our brows.

Adam’s failure to “guard” the Garden 
against whatever might threaten God’s work 
of  goodness has led to the whole creation 
groaning and travailing under the burden of 
humanity’s sinfulness (Romans 8:20-22). 
Human beings, by  their sinful scheming, 
have not only damaged their own pristine 
righteousness and well being (Ecclesiastes 
7:29); they have infected the entire cosmos 
with the decadence and decay of  their 
rebellion.

Yet God continues to love His cosmos. And 
for its renewal and redemption, as well as 
for the redemption of  humankind, God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to show the way  unto the 
reconciling of  all things back to God (John 
3:16; 2 Corinthians 5:19). We do not, at this 
time, see human beings fulfilling their 
charge to exercise God-honoring dominion 
over the entire creation, as the writer of 
Hebrews observed (Hebrews 2:5-8). But we 
see Jesus (Hebrews 2:9), and if we see 
Jesus, if  we see and understand Him 
clearly, and the work of  reconciliation He is 
doing, we will embrace that work in the 
whole broad scope of  it  and in all its 
majesty, wonder, and power. While seeking 
and saving the lost, feeding the hungry, 
comforting the afflicted, and confronting the 
wicked, man will always be within the 
purview of  the church’s mission in the world.  
She must never lose sight of  the fact that 
God is putting all things under the feet of 
King Jesus for the church’s sake, and this 
includes the creation around us, the 
environment and the creatures dwelling in it 
(Ephesians 1:22, 23)

God has created and sustains every 
creature, so that all creation might serve the 
purposes of  His honor and glory (Psalm 
119:89-91). He has sent Jesus Christ to 
save His people and redeem His cosmos 
and its creatures. The groaning creation 
now waits for the revealing of  the sons and 
daughters of  God, those who have come to 
know the joy, freedom, newness, and vitality 
of  the redeeming work of  Jesus Christ. 
Their calling, as part of  their mission on 
earth, is to engage the creation and to set it 
free from its bondage to decay, until they 
obtain the freedom of  the glory of  the 
children of God (Romans 8:21).

In short, the followers of  Christ, as bearers 
of  the love of  God, must exercise that love 
not only  toward their fellow human beings, 
but toward the creation as well, to relieve its 
groaning and to set free its ability  to glorify 
and serve God.

The work of  serving and guarding the 
creation continues. Wherever the sons and 
daughters of  God can contribute to restoring 
the pristine goodness, beauty, balance, and 
vitality of  the created world, they must not 
hold back. It may  only  be that they exercise 
good stewardship over their own property  – 
yards, gardens, crops, fields, or pond. 
Perhaps they will feed the songbirds or 
teach their children to identify and 
apprec iate the beauty  and unique 
contribution of  wildflowers, insects, and 
trees.

Or, they  may  join together in larger projects 
designed to liberate and renew the creation 
according to God’s divine purpose in 
sending Christ for the world. Thus, as the 
Body  of Christ, they  incarnate for the 
watching world His unseen love for the 
creation, which He upholds and causes to 
cohere at every  moment (Hebrews 1:3; 
Colossians 1:16, 17). If  gardens, yards, and 
well-fed songbirds lend beauty, goodness, 
a n d e v e n t r u t h t o o u r p e r s o n a l 
environments, how much more might a 
restored marsh, a replanted grove, or a 
protected field add to the larger community 
in which we live?

The progress of  Christ’s redemptive work 
causes goodness to spring up in those who 
have come to know Him. That goodness will 
flow through them – morally, aesthetically, 
and culturally  – in as many  ways and to as 
many places as they  inhabit or engage. And 
in that glad disbursing of the goodness of 
God, the followers of  Jesus Christ must not 
neglect the creation, which God loves, and 
on which, in so many ways, we all depend.

T. M. Moore is Principal of The Fellowship 
of Ailbe, a spiritual fellowship in the Celtic 
Christian tradition. Sign up at his website 
(www.ailbe.org) to receive his daily email 
devotional Crosfigell, reflections on 
Scripture, and the Celtic Christian tradition. 
T. M. and his wife and editor, Susie, have 
f o u r g r o w n c h i l d r e n a n d e l e v e n 
grandchildren and make their home in 
Hamilton, VA.

Christ for the World  by T.M MooreConservation Easement Helps to Protect Martin Fen
Blue Heron Ministries recently  received a 
conservation easement from an anonymous 
landowner in LaGrange County, Indiana to 
protect 260 acres of farm ground.
The land was formerly  the site for a state and 
federal permitted farm factory  or confined 
animal feeding operation (“CAFO”). CAFO’s 
have increasingly  been recognized as a 
leading cause of  air and water pollution.  The 
former farm factory  was situated on the 
aquifer recharge zone for the high-quality 
natural area locally  known as Martin Fen. 
With the acquisition of  the conservation 
easement by  Blue Heron Ministries,  the 
farmland may  no longer be used for CAFO 
activities that would negatively  alter the 
groundwater crucial to the high-quality fen. 

The easement protects Martin Fen and also 
surrounding residential areas from the 
negative impacts of  air and water pollution 
The area is estimated to extend in a five-mile 
radius as far away  as Lake Gage to the east 
and Brighton to the west.
An attorney  board member of  Blue Heron 
Ministries  worked with the landowner who 
agreed to craft legal protective measures.  The 
Blue Heron easement encourages traditional 
farming practices such as row-cropping and 
pasturing livestock; but destructive, high-
density  factory  farm or CAFO practices are 
prohibited. 
The conservation easement which perpetually 
protects  farmland is the fourth such easement 
that Blue Heron Ministries holds.

Why Do You Volunteer for Blue Heron Ministries?
When confronted with this question during a 
fall seed gathering event by a fearless 
interrogator with pencil and paper in hand, 
faithful servants gave their responses.

Barb
• 60-something
• Still working
• Loves photography
• I like to be with my 

husband (Gary).
• I like being with 

people who do 
this...who are like-
minded, love nature, 
and are spiritual.

• I like the peace and 
quiet of being 
outside.  I am a 
photographer and 
like to preserve a 
good picture.

• I like the idea of 
connecting the past 
to the future.

Gary
• 60-something
• Semi-retired
• Loves ice fishing
• “Man needs a 

tonic of 
wilderness.” H.D. 
Thoreau said that, 
I think.

• The connection is 
when you discover 
“who” created the 
wilderness.

• I want to be 
directly connected 
to the Creator of 
wild things by 
being immersed in 
wilderness versus 
being surrounded 
continually with 
man-made things.

Kate
• 30-something
• Non-traditional 

college student
• Loves to dream
• I can’t think of a 

single reason 
why I wouldn’t 
want to do it.  I 
love to do it.

• I love to gather 
together with 
these people - 
other volunteers.

• I love to collect 
seed to restore 
land.

• I believe in the 
work we do and 
that it makes a 
difference

• It’s an adventure.  
We get to go and 
see places.

A farmland conservation easement helps 
to protect water quality in Martin Fen..
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