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Mission Statement
The mission of Blue Heron 
Ministries, Inc. is to build 
communities where creation is 
kept and to keep creation so 
that community may be restored.

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. is a non-
profit  organization and a ministry of 
the Presbyterian Chapel of the 
Lakes, a 501(c)(3) organization.

Because the Presbyterian Chapel of 
the Lakes is located in the heart of 
l a ke coun t r y, env i r onmen ta l 
stewardship, education, advocacy is 
a significant part of our Christian 
witness.  Acting upon our faith that 
relationships may be restored and 
experience substantial healing in an 
imperfect world, we offer the 
following four initiatives as tools of 
reconciliation:

• Land Trust
• Conservation Design
• Education
• Natural Lands Restoration

Contact us at:
c/o Presbyterian Chapel of the 
Lakes
2955 West Orland Road
Angola IN  46703
PH (260) 316-2498
FX (260) 833-1885
E-mail: stuartbheron1@hotmail.com

Aureolaria flava.  Now say  it  out loud.  Aureolaria 
flava!  If  the scientific names for plants were all 
that  much fun to pronounce, we probably  wouldn’t 
bother with common names.   But since we 
frequently  do bother, you might like to know it’s 
also called Smooth False Foxglove.  Attendees on 
the field trip to Sand Creek Prairie Plant Preserve 
will remember it as the bright stand of  yellow 
flowers buzzing with pollen-packing bees.  This 
was just one of  the many  new plants we observed 
while exploring a community  we hope to learn 
from as we direct the development of  our own 
Badger Barrens.

Despite the distractions that  learning new plants 
and splashing in the cool, clear water of  Sand 
Creek provided, a familiar question kept surfacing 
in my  mind… “If  this was my  property, how would I 
steward it?”  The diverse grasses and flowers 
comprising an oak barrens community  like Sand 
Creek Prairie Plant Preserve, and eventually 
Badger Barrens, are dependent upon large doses 
of  sunlight.   This means shade-creating trees and 
shrubs must be kept in check.  Historically  this 
was accomplished by  a combination of  droughty 
soils and human stewardship in the form of fire. 

The Sand Creek property  had not seen a fire 
since long before it became a preserve, so Blue 
Heron Ministries was contracted by  the preserve’s 
owner, the Michigan Nature Association, to kick off 
a new era of  stewardship by burning one third of 
it.   The April blaze effectively  top-killed most 

shrubs and small trees, but by  the field 
trip in August, most had re-sprouted.  As 
I l o o k e d a r o u n d a n d s a w t h e 
improvement in visibility  and ground 
level sunlight compared to the unburned 
area of  the preserve, I decided my 
method of  management would be to 
continue to conduct prescribed fires to 
set  trees back and also use herbicides 
to control the particularly  invasive 
species.

While Sand Creek was still fresh in my 
memory, I paid a visit  to Badger Barrens 
to see how well it is progressing towards 

the goal of  a real oak barrens.  I left surprised 
once again by  how much change can occur in a 
few months and encouraged by  all I observed.  
The acre planted by  volunteers with hand-
collected seed is filling in nicely  and even had wild 
lupine blooming this year.  Throughout the rest of 
the barrens, the grasses are making their 
presence known, but there is  still plenty  of  soil 

space left  for more flowers.  That’s where we 
come in again.  We serve in our role as stewards 
of  God’s creation by  coming together as a 
community  on our Saturdays in October to collect 
a diverse array  of  prairie wildflower seeds. Our 
goal is to collect  enough seed to sow on our own 

barrens.   With a little work 
our barrens will soon be 
carpeted with little bluestem, 
wild lupine, goat’s rue,  and 
Aureolaria flava.  With that 
vision in mind, I look forward 
with anticipation to the day 
w h e n B a d g e r B a r r e n s 
completes the transition from 
seed sink to seed source and 
we spend one of  our October 
Saturdays reaping what 
we’ve sown…in order to turn 
other barren land green.

Learning from Sand Creek Prairie Plant Preserve
by Phil Bieberich;  photos by Barb BausIf you know someone who might like to 

receive this newsletter, please let us know. 

Mark Your Calendar... 
Wing Haven Stewardship Day. Saturday, November 6, 1-4 PM at Wing Haven Nature Preserve.  
Come, join in the combined event with ACRES Land Trust volunteers. Autumn Olive continues to invade 
the meadows at  ACRES’ jewel preserve and Steuben County’s hidden treasure. Learn about  this out-of-
control shrub while performing exotic/invasive plant control at Wing Haven Nature Preserve. Boots and 
gloves are required. Hearing protection may  be desirable. We will provide saws and herbicide. Bring your 
own loppers if you like. Meet at Wing Haven Nature Preserve Studio. 

ACRES Land Trust Annual Dinner. Saturday, November 13 at 3:00 PM. Rhinehart Music Center-
IPFW Campus, Fort Wayne, IN.   Michael Faye (National Geographic) will be the guest lecturer with 
dinner to follow.  ACRES Land Trust has given Blue Heron Ministries a partnership deal for advertising this 
event. Friends of  Blue Heron Ministries who would like to attend the event can mention affiliation with us 
and receive a $5 discount on the normal $25 ticket price. Call the box office at (260) 481-6555 for tickets 
before November 5. Go to  www.acreslandtrust.org for program details.

Sixth Annual Thanksgiving Breakfast.  Saturday, November 20 at 8:30 AM. Part-time staff  and myriad 
volunteers keep Blue Heron Ministries going and our Father keeps us growing.  We express our “thanks” to 
both as we fellowship and feast around the table. You know who you are. Please help us in our planning 
efforts by responding early to this invitation. 

Plant A Prairie!  Saturday, December 4 from 1 PM to 4 PM.  Come experience the joy  of  building a 
diverse ecosystem with fellow stewards.  Take part in our ninth annual  plantin’ and dancin’ party  as we 

sow the seed of  our fall labor.  This year we will sow precious prairie seed on a portion of  Hampshire Barrens at Pigeon River Fish & Wildlife 
Area. Dress warmly, wear your clogging boots,  and bring a sturdy  belt.  Refreshments will be provided…and as usual, some seasonal 
inspiration will be offered, too.  Meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lake to car pool.

2011 Stewardship Network Conference, “The Science, Practice and, Art of Restoring Native Ecosystems”.  Friday, January 21 and 
Saturday, January 22, 2011.  Kellogg Center, East Lansing, Michigan. This year’s theme is Stewardship and A Sense of Place. Deep local 
knowledge of  “place” is an invaluable resource for understanding our role caring for natural lands and waters and how our work relates to 
regional, national and global events. Blue Heron Ministries hopes to present our unique story  at the conference…to the glory  of  our Creator, 
Redeemer,  and Sustainer. Go to www.stewardshipnetwork.org for details of  this worthwhile conference. Let’s take a group. Who would like 
to go?

Call Nate Simons at (260) 316-2498 or e-mail  stuartbheron1@hotmail.com for further details.
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A native pollinator searches for nectar in the flower of 
Smooth False Foxglove

Smooth False Foxglove and Bracken Fern adorn the sand barrens

With eyes to the ground and in the wildflower field guides, explorers learned a lot 
at Sand Creek Prairie Plant Preserve
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• Domino’s Pizza of Angola; for 
donating two delicious pizzas for our 
LaTierra Sanctuary volunteer work 
day.

• Becky Harris; donated large cooler 
for water for our LaTierra work day.

• Jim and Bette Thomson, Steve  and 
Paula Witte, Ted Walter, Peg Zeis, 
August Buehrer, and Nate Simons; 
dam repair at LaTierra Sanctuary.

• Josie Kramer; financial gift to Blue 
Heron Ministries in honor of the Knee 
High Naturalists at Clear Lake.

• Marilyn Clevenger; financial gift to 
Blue Heron Ministries in memory of 
Absalom Wilson (Nate Simons’ 
granddad).

• Cari Parrish of CLP Productions; for 
a wonderful website design.

• Elten and Carolyn Powers and 
Marilyn Clevenger; for being willing 
to be captured in digital imaging (one 
used to say “film”) as they testified to 
life on their respective prairies.

• Kate Sanders, Peg Zeis, Deanna 
Vasquez, Don Luepke, Shane and 
Colt Perfect, Bill Spurgeon, and 
Nate Simons; Autumn Olive slayers 
at our combined ACRES Land Trust-
Blue Heron Ministries stewardship 
day at Wing Haven Nature Preserve. 
Since it rained the entire time we 
worked, we did not get to immediately 
experience the fruit of our labor…
letting the sun shine in. And we did 
not get to eat our lunches on the 
gravel hill prairie as planned. But, did 
we ever have some dedicated 
workers. Thanks!

• Bette and Jim Thomson, Steve  and 
Paula Witte, Melvin, Denille, Olivia, 
and Alexis Conklin and their two 
friends Wesley and Daniel,  Josh 
Jones, Don Luepke, Phil Bieberich, 
Jim Simons, Nate Simons, Barb 
and Gary Baus, Iris, August, and 
Elyse Buehrer, John and Bev  Brich, 
Colette and Tysen Swathwood,  
Kate Sanders, and Peg Zeis; seed 
collectors for September through the 
first half of October.

• Sharon Geyer; faithful financial 
supporter making it possible to bring 
you Rustling Grass.

• Last but not least and as always, the 
Rustling Grass dissemination crew; 
Melvin Conklin (designer), Sandie 
Moyer (proofreader), Peg Zeis 
(coordinator), and Steve and Paula 
Witte (mailing).

Special thanks to:

I am a hands-on type of guy. I like the feel  of this newsletter in my hands, for example. However, to stay current with a 
generation who is increasingly virtual and to be more visible to the world, we have more fully entered cyber space. We have a 
pro fess iona l ly des igned webs i te (www.b lueheron land.org) are on Facebook, and main ta in a b log 
(www.blueheronministries.blogspot.com). Check us out, and pass it on.

Extravagant Generosity
Are you one who is  blessed with the ability  to 
make more money  than you need to live a 
comfortable life? Are you one who is doubly 
blessed with the gift of  generous giving? Please 
remember Blue Heron Ministries  as you plan 
your year-end giving this year. Your financial gift 
can keep on giving by  donating to either of  two 
endowments Blue Heron Ministries  has 
established with the Steuben County  Community 

Foundation.  For the perpetual care of  Feick 
Family  Nature Preserve located on the shores of 
the first basin of  Lake James, you can give to 
the Feick Family Conservation  Fund.  And for 
the continued stewardship of  Tamarack Lake 
Nature Preserve located on the shores of 
undeveloped Tamarack  Lake,  your generous 
support  can go to the Tamarack Lake 
Endowment Fund. Charged with the task  of 

keeping and caring for wild places in order to 
reflect  the glory,  majesty  and power of  our Lord, 
Blue Heron Ministries requests  your assistance 
in maintaining the wonders of  creation so that 
others may  see that  reflection far into the future. 
Call the Steuben County  Community  Foundation 
for details at (260) 665-6656 or on the web at 
www.steubenfoundation.org. Thank you.

It is never too early  to introduce a youngster to 
wild places. With that thought in mind,  I  took a 
few minutes to Google nature preserves near 
Columbus, Ohio. Aimee and I had taken a too-
short  vacation to visit 
our daughter and 19-
month-old grandson at 
their new home in the 
Buckeye state. After 
f i n i s h i n g o u r m a i n 
reason for the visit  (to 
carry  on our family’s 
annual autumn tradition 
of  making applesauce) 
in record time, I was 
looking for something 
else to do in the waning 
daylight. 

The first search result 
located two preserves 
less than half  an hour 
f rom  the apar tment 
complex.  To my  surprise 
(and excitement),  the 
two closest preserves 
were cemetery  prairies. I 
was surprised because I 
did not  remember the 
formerly  vast prairies 

that poked into Indiana from Illinois originally 
penetrated farther east into central Ohio. I  was 
excited because I now had the opportunity  to 
introduce my favorite landscape to my grandson.

So with our daughter Natalie’s 
nod (she knows prairies from 
her teen years  of  working at the 
p r a i r i e s e e d n u r s e r y  o f 
Heartland Restoration Services 
in Ashley,  Indiana), we buckled 
into the car for the quick ride to 
the cemetery. Upon arriving at 
Bigelow Cemetery  State Nature 
Preserve, Courben was more 
interested in the cornstalks and 
waste corn that l ined the 
walking path to the cemetery 
than our true destination. The 
mown path within the preserve 
was just one lawn mower-width 
and as  we stepped foot into the 
waving ocean of  tall grass and 
wildflowers,  Courben was a bit 
overwhelmed.  The taller ones of 
u s p u s h e d t h r o u g h t h e 
overarching Big Bluestem, 
Indian Grass, Stiff  Goldenrod 
and Whorled Rosinweed,  but 
the wee one ducked under the 

crashing waves. We 
took in the pungent 
odor of  the crushed 
leaves of  Mountain 
Mint . We l ight ly 
d i s t u r b e d t h e 
surface of  huge ant 
mounds in order to 
send the little, black 
bugs scurrying.  And 
we collected the 
p inky  f ingerna i l -
sized acorns of  an 
open-grown Shingle 
O a k a n d t h e 
golfball-sized acorns 
of  the gnarly  Bur 
O a k s . I  w a s  a t 
“home” and I  was 
pleased to see that 
Courben seemed to 
be at home, too. 

It is never too early 
t o i n t r o d u c e a 
youngster to wild 
places. Maybe,  just 
maybe,  that youngster will grow to appreciate 
and then care for the wonders of creation.

A Walk Under the Waves  by Nate Simons

Cheese in a Prairie?

A weathered tombstone stands witness to 
the remnant of a nearly-vanished landscape.

The dam 
repair 
team 
finds new 
use for 
discarded 
tires...rub
ber rip-
rap

Alexis Conklin and her Nana work together to 
collect Black-Eyed Susan seeds.

Don Luepke tackles Autumn Olive with loppers 
and herbicide squirt bottle in hand.

Photo by Peg Zeis

Photo by Shane Perfect

Gary & Kate checking out plants.

Nate shows the little peeps what seeds we are picking.

Photo by Melvin Conklin

Looking out the Back Door…   By Nathan Simons, Executive Director

Photo by Barb Baus

I have to be honest;  sometimes I fall into a funk 
about the work  of  Blue Heron Ministries. No, I  do 
not get melancholy  about actually  doing the 
physical labor (I love working outside in our 
Lord’s  creation), nor do I wax sublime about the 
administrative aspects  (can you say  “office 
work”).   That’s  not it at all.  No.  Occasionally, I 
find myself  caught  in a mind game (some might 
call it a battlefield) regarding the relative 
importance of what we do. 

My  funk usually  shows  up following a great 
presentation by  a pastor or executive director 
whose outside-of-church ministry  has had a 
powerful impact upon the lives  of  the “last,  lost, 
and least of  these”. Or the funk will show up 
after reading an article or book  that is meant to 
stimulate the followers of  Christ  to express their 
faith through good works  by  defending the poor 
and needy, feeding the hungry, taking care of  the 
homeless and the orphans, and visiting those in 
prison. These are all good and noble things  and 
do express in a tangible way, Christ’s love to a 
hurting world (“world” translated “people”).  And I 
think, “What is Blue Heron Ministries…chopped 
liver? We don’t hold a candle to these glorious 
works!” 

The funk  begins to disappear and the battle 
begins to be won when I remember the big 
picture…the big Story.  It is not  just  people that 
God created.  And it  is not just  for people that 
God created the earth. He created all of  it for His 
glory  and good pleasure.  It  is not just  for fallen, 
sinful people that Christ  died and was raised 
from the dead.  Our Father desires to see all of 
His creation restored, reborn, reconciled,  made 
new again…free from the effects of  the 
consequences  of  the first people’s first  sin (the 
“fall”) and our subsequent sinfulness. And it will 
all be made right. It  all will come together again. 
It will all be restored when Christ returns.

So, I am gladdened when I read authors who 
have a Big Picture frame of  mind…authors who 
have thought this  Story  through a little longer or 
a little deeper than I.  I keep these books near 
the top of  the stack  of  books  I have already  read 
and need to reread or books that  I have started 
and need to finish.
A quote from one such book  is  scribbled on a 
sticky  note that  has lost its stickiness and has 
fallen from the edge of  the office’s computer 
screen.  In a nutshell, it  reiterates what followers 

of  the risen Christ 
are to be about as 
they  anticipate His 
return:

 “ A J e s u s  
c o m m u n i t y 
u n d o e s  t h e 
distortion of  the 
fall because it 
seeks to live 
out the fullness 
o f  t h e 
Story.” (Scott 
McKnight; Blue 
Parakeet)

The Story…creation, fall,  re-creation. Living out 
the fullness of  the Story…Christ  filled us with His 
life, that  we might offer life to a hurting and dying 
world (“world” translated “all of  creation”).  Now 
that is  a tall order, but one that  tends to lift me 
out of  any  funk I may  find myself.  I need not 
compare what we do with what other ministries 
do, for ours is  a different,  but  equally  important, 
“good work”. In our corner of  creation, we seek 
to undo the distortion of the fall.

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him [Christ], and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth 
or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:19-20, NIV)
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